
 

 

 

Los Angeles Mission College 

Yes you can! 
 
 

Academic Counselor Aleida Gomez 
calms your academic fears and provides 
solutions for your excuses… 

 

Following are some highlights of Aleida Gomez’s interview 
with Virginia Gaglianone translated from Spanish to English... 

 Community Colleges offer endless opportunities . . . 
 

I have to work. You may attend classes and work.  The Los Angeles Community College District 
(LACCD) offer courses for day, evening, and weekends. You can also take distance learning 
courses online. 
 
Moms and dads have no excuses.  Childcare is available to students who are taking classes. 
 
I'm just not sure what I want to study.  The Counseling Department helps students formulate 
educational goals. After enrollment, the student meets with a counselor who prepares an 
educational plan based on the student’s interests and goals.   
 
My English is not very good.  Nor is it an excuse. Students can take regular credit courses, but 
there is also a free non-credit program that offers English as a Second Language (ESL) for those 
who need to improve their language.  Community colleges also offer citizenship classes, computer 
courses, and courses to pass the GED tests and CAHSEE, among others. 
 
I have no money.  80 percent of students enrolled in colleges within the LACCD come from 
disadvantaged communities.  We offer financial aid assistance such as FAFSA and scholarships. 
Interested parties who do not have immigration documents, can apply under the California DREAM 
Act and AB 540.  Schools are open to all, regardless of language, ethnicity, age, or economic 
resources.  Students can also access programs like EOP&S/CARE that help low-income students 
and those who are the first generation of a family to go to college. The price to study at a community 
college is only $46 per unit. 
 
I live far.  The LACCD has colleges throughout Los Angeles County:  East LA College, West LA 
College, Pierce College in Woodland Hills, Harbor College in Wilmington, LA Mission College in 
Sylmar, LA Valley College in North Hollywood, Southwest College near Inglewood, LA City College 
in Hollywood and LA Trade Tech College near downtown Los Angeles. 
 
 

 

 
Do you know someone 
who would like to 
obtain a college degree 
or certificate to launch a 
career but is held back 
from making the first 
step because of his/her 
fears and excuses?   
 
Help is on the way…   
 

One of our super LAMC 
Academic Counselors, 
Aleida Gomez, 
explained to La 
Opinión’s Virginia 
Gaglianone on July 27, 
2016:  Yes you can! 
 
Click on the following 
link for entire Spanish 
article in La Opinión: 
  
http://front04.impremedia.
com/2016/07/30/si-se-
puede-los-primeros-
pasos-hacia-una-nueva-
carrera/ 
 
 

Announcement produced by Aleida Gomez and Deborah Manning 

 

There’s still time to register for Fall Classes.               Visit: http://www.lamission.edu or call 818.364.7600 
 
 

 

 

Aleida Gomez pictured to the right advising a student. 
Photo by Rafael Rodriguez III. 
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Attention Students 

Two-year College or University? 
 

 

Click on the following link for entire Spanish article in La Opinión:                                      
 

http://www.laopinion.com/2016/07/27/colegio-comunitario-o-universidad/ 

 

 
Following are some highlights of Academic Counselor Aleida Gomez’s interview on July 27, 2016, with Virginia 
Gaglianone of La Opinión, translated from Spanish to English. 

 
 
There are different paths to the same destination.  

If your goal is to get a college degree:  

• you can attend four years at a university  
• or study the first two years at a community 

college and then transfer your units to a 
university and complete the four years. 

The cost of higher education has been increasing 
in recent years. Between 2003 and 2013, the cost of 
tuition, housing, and other expenses to attend a 
public university increased by 34 percent. 

One way to pay for college expenses is with grants 
and loans. According to information from the 
Federal Reserve Bank of NY:   Since 2008, student 
loan debt surpassed any other debt, whether it was 
from personal loans, credit cards or cars. It is 
estimated that the average student debt now totals 
more than $1 trillion. 

Given this perspective, millions of students choose 
to begin their studies at community colleges where 
the cost is only $46 a unit, and then transfer to a 
university.  A report by Patricia Gandara, UCLA, 
and Marcela Cuellar, UC Davis, found that more 
than two-thirds of Latino students opt for this 
alternative. 

The requirements for making the transition from a 
two-year college to a university vary from 
institution to institution. 

Ms. Gomez said, “Community colleges offer all 
kinds of benefits, not only economic. They have  

 

 

support centers to assist with transfer including 
free tutoring, child care, financial assistance, and 
specialized academic counseling for students to 
help plan specific courses that they need to 
graduate, and many other benefits.” 

Ms. Gomez recalled her experience when she 
enrolled in a community college and just wanted to 
learn English.  Thanks to the support of a 
counselor and resources available at school, she 
managed to graduate and now helps other students 
going through the same situation. 

If you are interested in enrolling in a community 
college, you're still on time. For more information 
please visit: http://www.laccd.edu 

Aleida Gomez advising student in the Counseling Office at Los 
Angeles Mission College. Photo by Rafael Rodriguez III 
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