
 

 

  

Mission's Excellence Towards the Advancement of Students (METAS) program is funded by a $2.6 
million five-year Department of Education Title V HSI grant. METAS is a student success program 
that assists first-year college students in transferring to a four-year university within two to three 
years. To better achieve this, students undergo the Summer Bridge program, a component of 
METAS that eases the difficult transition from high school to college that first year students often 
experience.   

Summer Bridge provides instructional courses for English and math in order to bypass 
developmental courses during their first year. Through Summer Bridge, students embraced every 
opportunity to grow academically and personally--each demonstrating the skills, confidence and 
perseverance needed to undertake college coursework and excel in their studies. The Summer 
Bridge program also aided our students in expanding their college survival toolkit with a range of 
workshops, mentoring/tutoring that offers students the opportunity for improvement, guidance, 
and support, and field trips that stamped their summer with experiences to expand knowledge and 
instill motivation.  

Both students and staff alike have trustfully embarked in a beginning uncertain of its outcome. Yet, 
we, at METAS, have managed to achieve more than what our program initially sought out to 
accomplish—we established a new family. A family where students not only learn from staff, but 
where staff gracefully accept the wisdom our students hold—we learn from each other and equally 
teach one another in order to grow together.  

“Once a METAS student, always a METAS student!” 

We’d like to give special thanks to those who wrote the Title V HSI METAS grant proposal: Dean 
Carlos Gonzalez, Kristina Gonzales, Maricela Quevedo (budget), and Roman Juarez (budget), for 
their hard work, dedication and commitment towards the success of this program. Additionally, 
we’d like to extend our sincerest gratitude to the METAS committee co-chairs, Dean Carlos 
Gonzalez and Dean Madelline Hernandez along with committee members Vice President Dr. 
Christopher Villa, Kristina Gonzales, Michong Park, Hripsime (Christine) Kourinian, Diana Bonilla, 
Dean Isabelle Saber, Kit (Debby) Wong, Louise Barbato, and Wendy Rivera.    
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Written by Joshua Tapia. Produced by Kristina Gonzales. Photos by Rafael Rodriguez III.  
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