
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

High School Trailblazers Presented  

Health Occupations Fundamentals Certificates 

Darlene Montes, Dean of Academic Affairs, 
welcomed the audience to the LAMC Allied 
Health Certificate Ceremony.  She 
congratulated the students and spoke about 
the many essential patient-care skills that 
they had learned in the program, such as 
taking vitals.  She stressed that empathy is 
a natural skill that will guide them to 
always provide the best care possible for 
their patients.  
 

Ms. Montes encouraged the students to 
continue their education and earn their 
college degrees because doors will open.  
She told the students that Mission College 
has provided them with the foundation to 
succeed . . . “believe in yourself, spread 
your wings and fly with the Mission 
College Eagles!” 

 

 

Fly with the Eagles 
  

August 4, 2016 was a history-making day at Los Angeles 
Mission College for the trailblazing Sylmar Biotech 
Academy High School students who were presented the 
Health Occupations Fundamentals Certificates.  Dr. Par 
Mohammadian, Vice Chair of Life Sciences, announced at 
the LAMC Allied Health Certificate Ceremony that this is 
the first high school to receive the certificates. 
 

It was heartwarming, especially for the parents in the 
audience, to hear the college and high school officials speak 
at the ceremony about the high degree of maturity, 
confidence and dedication that the high school students 
demonstrated this summer.  The high school students 
elected to spend the summer as Mission College students, 
arriving each morning to class at 8:00 AM and staying until 
1:00 PM, Monday through Thursday.  In six weeks, the 
students completed eight units of health occupation 
courses, including CPR, to qualify for the certificate that 
permits them to work in the health care field when they 
turn 18 years of age. 
 
 

LAMC Speakers at the ceremony: 
Par Mohammadian, PhD, Vice Chair of Life Sciences 
Mark Hobbs, Program Specialist 
Darlene Montes, Dean of Academic Affairs 
Sophia Hernandez, Staff Member 
Elam Lavy, PharmD, Instructor 
 

Sylmar Biotech Health Academy Speakers: 
Maria Herrera, Principal,  
Lori Hunt, Assistant Principal 

 

Announcement writing and graphics by Deborah Manning. 

 
California Career Pathways Trust Grant – by Mark Hobbs 
 

The health occupation courses served as an activity of the 
California Career Pathways Trust Grant that Mission College 
entered into with Sylmar Biotech and LAUSD.  Other activities 
will include work-based learning activities where students will job 
shadow health care professionals where they work.  Ultimately 
many students will earn their certification as Certified Nursing 
Associates.  In addition, this career pathway will serve many more 
students as they investigate and prepare for a health care career. 
 

Sylmar Biotech Academy High School students holding their Health Occupations Fundamentals Certificates.  Maria 
Herrera, Principal, first row to the far left, and Lori Hunt, Assistant Principal, first row, far right.  Second row and 
sixth from the left Dr. Lavy, LAMC Allied Health Instructor.  Photo by Tyler Staines. 
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