
Final Presentation Guidelines 

The presentation will be in place of your final paper, and I will be grading it accordingly. 

That means you must do as much research as you would for your midterm/final; 

however, you don’t have to write up a 5 page paper. 

Instead, you must submit a short summary 1 pg. of your presentation including your 

thesis and it must also include a list of all your sources. And just like the final paper, the 

minimum is 3 sources- none of which can be Wikipedia. 

The length of the presentation will be around 10 minutes. There will also be a few 

minutes of Q & A. You can use all of the things I use for your presentation- any videos 

(DVD / YouTube), music, pictures, whatever else.  

You do not have to memorize anything. You can read directly from whatever notes you 

have. It’s hard enough just standing in front of people telling them what you’ve learned- 

and this isn’t a performance. Just take your time, and explain to everyone something 

interesting to you.  

Any topic that I had listed in my earlier guidelines can be used for your presentation. 

Again, there are no differences in what I’m looking for from you as students- but if you 

would rather allow you to present it in person instead of in writing. 

Suggestions based on past students:  

If you’re a musician and want to play a culturally specific Folk music in class- great! I 

have had students bring in an instrument and play an old folk song explaining what it was 

about and comparing it to music from today. 

If you’ve studied folk dancing and want to perform a culturally specific Folk dance- 

great! I once had a student demonstrate the folk dancing from her culture and what the 

movements represented. Everyone loved it. 

If you want to bring in culturally specific food and explain how it help us understand a 

culture- great! For example, presenting the food matzo and explaining why is important 

in understanding Jewish culture as it relates to Passover- commemorating of the Jewish 

exodus from Egypt.  

I’m open to pretty much anything.  Make sure to email me as soon as you can to let me 

know what you might be interested in doing, so I can approve it and also make sure there 

will be enough time.  

Thanks! 


