
Hum 01 – Suggested Midterm / Final paper topics 

 

Pre-1700 

1. Because we don’t have any real artifacts from ancient civilizations except their 

buildings, choose 1 (or 2) sites (for example, Stonehenge, the Pyramids of Giza, 

or of Cuzco) and tell me what you think that building can tell us about their 

culture. Find an equivalent that we have discussed in our class and compare it to 

that one. 

2. We discussed both Plato and Aristophanes in our class. You can choose either a 

different Dialogue by Plato, or another play by an Athenian playwright. Analyze 

the work you have chosen and also explain how it helps us understand Ancient 

Greece. If you can, try to relate it to one of the themes of our class. 

3. Choose your favorite painter. Write on 2 (or 3) of their paintings and tell me what 

you think the artist is trying to say to you within the painting. If you can, try to 

relate it to one of the themes of our class. 

4. Do you have a favorite play (for example, something by Shakespeare)? Choose 

the main character of the play. Write about 1 of the 4 themes of our class and how 

the story of that character relates to the theme that you have chosen. 

5. Do you have a favorite poet? Choose 2 of their poems and write about 1 of the 4 

themes of our class. Explain how the meaning of each poem you’ve chosen relates 

to the theme that you have chosen. 

 

The above topics can be used for the Final as well, so I will include some further 

suggestions more specific to the Modern era. 

 

Post-1700 

1. Do you have a favorite band? Choose 2 (or 3) of their songs and analyze both the 

music and the lyrics. Write about 1 of the 4 themes of our class and how the 

meaning of each song relates to the theme that you have chosen. 

2. Do you have a favorite movie? Choose the main character of the film. Write about 

1 of the 4 themes of our class and how the story of that character relates to the 

theme that you have chosen. Make sure to include how the film is both shot and 

edited to help develop the theme of that film. 

3. There is often a fashion or style that typifies a specific culture or subculture (for 

example, Elizabethan England, Punk, or Goth). Analyze all aspects of that culture, 

including all clothes and body modifications that define that culture. Research the 

origins and analyze how it defines that culture. 

4. Is there an aspect of American culture right now that has not yet become 

mainstream- an under-the-radar subculture that you like? You can write about that 

as well. Research the origins and analyze what defines that culture.  

 

Feel free to email me at any time if you have another suggestion. Good luck! 


