
Dear Friends, 
 

We are excited to share with you Watts Village 
Theater Company’s (WVTC) first ever Watts Up! 
Newsletter. The Watts up! Newsletter is our an-
nual communication to update you on our current 
and future programs. As we continue to raise our 
visibility within the Los Angeles theater commu-
nity, we realize that deepening our established 
relationships with our audience is paramount to 
our company’s continued success.  
 
During our 2006/07 season, we made significant 
achievements as an organization with the support 
of our friends and community including our first 
successful fundraising celebration Looking Forward to the 
Future, our timely production of Suzan-Lori Parks’ 365 Days/365 Plays, securing a cover story in LA Stage Alli-
ance’s LA Stage magazine and the well received production of Always & Forever written by Michael Patrick Spillers.  
 
Over the past two years, Watts Village Theatre Company has experienced the most challenging period in its 12 year 
history. After losing our friend and Artistic Director Quentin Drew, we made a promise to continue his work and vi-
sion of creating theater for and with the people of Watts. We emerge from our challenges with a new focus and 
commitment to bringing hope to our community. WVTC is the only professional company producing sociopolitical 
work that speaks to concerns in Watts as they relate to the greater Los Angeles community.  
 
Keeping with tradition, we are planning an incredible season that speaks to the heart of our mission; to build rela-
tionships with local artists. WVTC has dedicated the entire 2007/08 season to the development of new work by Los 
Angeles-based playwrights of color. The artists working with us this season are exemplary leaders in their field and 
share our passion for work that speaks to social condition of a growing Los Angeles. 
 
Your support is instrumental in continuing this important work. You will notice we have included a donor envelope 
inside this newsletter. Your contribution will help us maintain and strengthen our productions and community in-
volvement this coming season. More details regarding our 2007/08 season can be found inside this newsletter, and 
on our website www.wattsvillagetheatercompany.org. 
  
We hope that you enjoy this our first ever Watts Up! Newsletter, and that you will continue to support our future 
work. 
 
Sincerely, 
Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez   Damion Teeko Parran 
Artistic Director     Managing Director 

Please join us in welcom-
ing Victor De la Cruz as 
WVTC’s newest member 
to the Board of Directors. 
Victor is an associate 
with Manatt, Phelps & 
Phillips, LLP where he 
focuses on assisting cli-
ents to secure land-use 
entitlements and regula-
tory approvals, as well as 
advising them on rele-
vant local and state legis-
lation. He is a graduate 
of Harvard Law School 
and Yale University. Vic-
tor is also a National His-
panic Scholar. Thank you 

Special  
Announcement! 

On Monday, December 
11, 2006, over 100 peo-
ple gathered at the 
Barnsdall Gallery Theatre 
for Watts Village Theater 
Company’s (WVTC’s) 
11th anniversary fundrais-
ing celebration, Looking 
Forward to the Future.  
Ricardo Antonio Chavira 
of Desperate House-
wives got the evening off 

to a great start as the event’s host. The evening’s entertain-
ment included teen hip-hop group Pla2n, a preview of 
WVTC’s upcoming season, and Watts celebrity and commu-
nity activist Tommy the Clown’s junior dance troupe, affirm-
ing the presence of the arts in Watts, and tying the company 
to the abundant talent within the community.  
 

. 
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Fundraiser a Huge Success! 

Join our mailing list by 
visiting our website at 

www.wattsvillagetheater
company.org  

WVTC was also honored by California Senator Mar-
tha Escutia who presented the company with a proc-
lamation celebrating the company’s 11 years of being 
involved in the community of Watts 
 
Prior to the performances, attendees were encour-
aged to view the silent auction featuring hand-drawn 
renderings of the Watts Towers. Auction contributors 
included Mike Ayers, Mariano Cinat, Tommy the 
Clown, Robert David Hall, Rosie Lee Hooks, Suzan-
Lori Parks, WVTC board members and Los Angeles 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. The scope of the event 
went beyond the company’s highest expectations. 
 
WVTC would like to all those who showed their sup-
port by volunteering, attending the event, or making a 
contribution to the company. Your support has proven 
instrumental in making this and all WVTC events a 

huge success. 

Ricardo Antonio Chavira addresses  
our guest during the event. 

Board & Staff group photo during the 2007 Retreat in Palos Verdes, CA 
Victor De la Cruz photo provided  
by Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP. 
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Always & Forever  
 
Always & Forever written by 
Michael Patrick Spillers and 
directed by Guillermo Avilés-
Rodríguez proved to be a spring 
fling to remember. The play 
follows Alma (Gisselle Castel-
lanos and Cosima Cabrera), a 
hip teenage Latina from Bell 
Gardens, who is determined to 
have local corrido-singing heart-
throb Adán Sánchez perform at 
her quinceañera. While traveling 
to Mexico with her older sister 
(Cristina Frias) and friends 
(Horacio Galaviz, Dennis Gar-
cia, Giselle Jones, Rudy 
Marquez and Xavier Moreno) to 
have her quinceañera dress, a 
family heirloom altered for her 
coming of age celebration, she 
develops an unusual, but spiri-
tual and sometimes comical 
relationship with Mexican narco
-saint Jesús Malverde. As she 
cruises with her sister and 
friends in a '56 Chevy south of 
the boarder, Alma gets a crash 
course on life, love and loss.  
 
Prior to the spring production, Always & Forever was developed as part 
of Black Words on White Pages, WVTC’s new play development series. 
The opportunity working with Michael Patrick Spillers and with our di-
verse cast and production team made the project a coming of age for 
company as well. It was our first full production as part of the Ensemble 
Theater Collective at [Inside] The Ford, and the first WVTC ensemble 
production directed by Artistic Director Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez.  

Fundraiser a 

Huge Success! 

 

 
 
The first to 365 in 2007 

During 2002 and 2003, Pulitzer Prize winning playwright Suzan-Lori 
Parks wrote a play every day for a year. The world premiere of this 
cycle of 365 Days/ 365 Plays was mounted as a year-long national 
festival in major cities around the country. From November 2006 to 
November 2007, more than 600 theatres across the nation have cre-
ated the largest theater collaboration in U.S. history. Watts Village 
Theater Company was selected by Center Theatre Group’s Director 
of New Play Production, Diane Rodriguez, to produce seven plays 
from the 365 Days/ 365Plays Anthology.  WVTC had the distinction of 
producing the first 365 Days/ 365 Plays at 12:01AM on January 1, 
2007. The series of plays were performed in three different venues 
including Shakespeare Festival/LA, the Watts Towers Arts Center 
and the John Anson Ford Plaza in Hollywood over the course of four 
days. 
 

Producing Director David Catanzarite and guest directors Chris An-

thony (Shakespeare Festival/LA) and Frier McCollister (About Pro-

ductions) conceived the show to highlight the cultural variety of Watts 

and South Los Angeles.  The multicultural cast performed sections of 

the plays in English, French, Greek, Korean, Spanish and Yiddish. A 

small tent theatre was the simple unit set, with curtains brightly 

painted in a mosaic that echoed Simon Rodia’s famous towers. 

 

 Highlights from 06/07 

Under Cover No Longer 
LA Stage’s March/April cover featured a photo of WVTC’s board 
members, staff, associate artists and a Watts community leader  in 
front of the legendary Watts Towers. This beautiful, multicolored 
backdrop set the scene for an article on the company’s production of 
Always & Forever written by Michael Patrick Spillers and directed by 
Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez, which made its world premiere at 
[Inside] the Ford in April 2007. As WVTC’s first appearance in LA 
Stage, this feature story was a milestone for the company, and 
helped us reach out to new audiences for our 2006/07 main stage 
production.  
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The feature performance of WVTC’s 365 tour was a Saturday matinee 
performed in front of the Watts Towers. Suzan-Lori Parks was in atten-
dance to see her first seven plays of the New Year performed with the 
fantastical mosaic spires of the Watts Towers as a backdrop.  

Cast photographed during a scene from the world premiere Suzan-Lori Parks’  
365 Days/ 365 Plays  performed at the Watts Towers Arts Center. 

            Jesús Castaños-Chima as the Santos Jesus 
Malverde the narco-saint.a spiritual-guide in 
the world premiere of Always & Forever 
written by Michael Patrick Spillers and 
directed by Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez 

            Photographed (center, then clockwise) 
           Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez, Meropi Peponides,  
          Jesús Castaños-Chima, Damion Teeko Parran,  
          Raquel Cinat, Jeris Lee Poindexter, David Catanzarite  
          and Rosie Lee Hooks 



Schooling the Masses 
 
Watts Village Theater Company received a commission from the Edge 
of the World Festival to participate in the LA History Project, a year-
long new play development program during which six Los Angeles-
based theater companies will create and develop a play that is focused 
on the history of Los Angeles. The development process will culminate 
with a series of workshop readings in June 2008.  The project is being 
spearheaded by director David Catanzarite and associate producer 
Meropi Peponides, and the company has commissioned playwright 
Judy Soo Hoo (Texas, Beastly Beauties of American Monsters) to 
write and develop the play. Sarah Martin a professor at Adelphi Uni-
versity will commute from Long Island throughout the year to serve as 

the consulting designer.  
 
The play will focus on the history of 
United Teachers Los Angeles 
(UTLA), the official teacher’s Union 
in Los Angeles County. The play-
wright, director and dramaturg plan 
to conduct a series of interviews with 
teachers, parents, and students af-
filiated with Los Angeles Unified 
School District (LAUSD) to gain a 
complete perspective on issues fac-

ing public schools and the union today. The unique opportunity to de-
velop a new play over an extended period of time will enable WVTC to 
explore an alternative model for creating new pieces of theater.  

Langston’s Second Language 
 
The kernel of the idea to explore a 
year in Langston Hughes’ life sprang 
into being from the racial tensions 
between Blacks and Latinos that 
have flared up in recent months.  It 
is a little known fact that James 
Langston Hughes, the father of the 
Harlem Renaissance, lived for more 
than a year in Mexico as a young 
man.   
 
Upon finishing high school in Cleve-

land, Ohio, Hughes paid a visit to his expatriate father that greatly in-
fluenced his life and work thereafter. James Nathaniel Hughes Sr., 
who had abandoned a racist America to become a rich and successful 
rancher in Mexico, wanted his son to do something similar--take his 
diploma to Europe and study engineering.  The young Hughes, how-
ever, had already set his heart on an education and career in literature 
and was seeking his father's financial support to pursue his passion.  
The time he spent immersed in Mexican culture proved pivotal in 
Hughes' life.  He became fluent in Spanish, gained a true appreciation 
for Latino culture, and went on to translate the poetry of Gabriela Mis-
tral, the first Latin American woman to win the Nobel Prize and Fred-
eríco García Lorca.  
 
So much verbiage, ink, and imagery is dedicated to personifying the 
negative collisions within the Afro/Latino community, that Watts Village 
Theater Company is eager to highlight this positive and inspiring fusion 
of cultures in Hughes’ life. WVTC will workshop the play written by co-
Founding Lynn Manning and directed by Artistic Director Guillermo 
Avilés-Rodríguez in the spring of 2008, in collaboration with the Cali-
fornia African American Museum and the Facing History and Our-
selves. WVTC is planning to produce a full production of the new play 
in spring 2009  

LA HISTORY 
PROJECT! 

Under Cover No Longer 
LA Stage’s March/April cover featured a photo of WVTC’s board 
members, staff, associate artists and a Watts community leader  in 
front of the legendary Watts Towers. This beautiful, multicolored 
backdrop set the scene for an article on the company’s production of 
Always & Forever written by Michael Patrick Spillers and directed by 
Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez, which made its world premiere at 
[Inside] the Ford in April 2007. As WVTC’s first appearance in LA 
Stage, this feature story was a milestone for the company, and 
helped us reach out to new audiences for our 2006/07 main stage 
production.  

WATTS coming at you! 

Black Words on White Pages is a 
new play development series estab-
lished in 2005/06.  The series pro-
vides resources and a venue to 
emerging Los Angeles based play-
wrights of color whose artistic voices 
speak to the concerns of race, culture 

and politics.  For a week, playwrights are paired with directors that 
are experienced and passionate about the creation of new work, and 
together prepare a public presentation with actors. 

$5000 & Above 
Steven Bochco 
Leonard Goodman 
 

$1000-$4999 
Leo Briones 
Ricardo Antonio Chavira 
Lynn Jeffries 
Mark & Kathlin Kriston 
Lynn Manning 
 

 
$100-$249 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis J. Catanzarite 
Doreen M. Delcua 
Ernest Dillihay 
Cecilia Duenas 
Kerry & Linda English 
Sally M. Fairman 
Kimberly N. Huie 
Christopher Lore 
Danny Murphy 
Dolly & George Peponides  
Leslie Tamaribuchi 

$50-$99 
Phillip E. Bauer 
Rita Catanzarite 
Nancy Lee Lawlor 
Frank & Nancy Markowitz 
Karen Masters &  
Jermaine Foster 
Frier C. McCollister 
Kari L. Pope 
Naila Aladdin Sanders 
Nike Wind 
Don Wynne 

Up to $49 
Daniel Anaya 
Christine M. Anthony 
Debra A. DeLiso 
Joan F. Duddy & 
Issac H. Schambelan 
Irina Filimonoff-Haney 
Peter Howard 
Lee Isenberg 
Nghia Luu 
Serria Tawan 
Jamie Zakoski 

 
 

$250-$999 
Terri Foster & 
Annuity Financial  
Matthew Kaplowitz &  
Bridge Multimedia 
Shirley L. Manning 
JP & Irene Oppenheim 
Jeris Lee Poindexter 
William Rauch &  
Christopher Liam Moore 
Theodore & Adele Shank 

 

2006/07 Donors  
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Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez and Suzan-Lori Parks  

Ricardo Antonio Chavira and  
Damion Teeko Parran  



1827 E. 103rd Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90002 
www.WattsVillageTheaterCompany.org 

 
Mission Statement: 
Watts Village Theater Company is a multicultural-urban theater company that seeks to inspire positive social change 
through innovative theatrical work.  We infuse our culturally diverse community with tolerance for differences and create 
an appreciation for all cultures through the collaborative art of theatrical play production. 

 
 

Board of Directors 
Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez 
David Catanzarite 
Raquel Cinat 
Victor De la Cruz 
Lynn Manning, Chairman 
Damion Teeko Parran 
Leslie Tamaribuchi, Treasurer 

Administrative Staff 
Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez, Artistic Director 
Scott Horstein, Dramaturg 
Lynn Manning, Literary Manager 
Xavier Moreno, Marketing Designer 
Damion Teeko Parran, Managing Director 
Meropi Peponides, Associate Producer 
Jeris Lee Poindexter, Casting Director 

Advisory Board: 
Leo Victor Briones,  Centaur North Strategic Communications  
Gregory Burkes, Youth Opportunity Movement Los Angeles 
Dolores Apollonia Chavez, Common Ground & Company of Angels 
Ernest Dillihay, Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department 
Fred Fate, Los Angeles City College Theater Academy  
Harold Hambrick, L.A. Black Business Expo & Trade Show 
Bill Rauch, Oregon Shakespeare Festival 

Co-Founders 
Quentin Drew 
Lynn Manning 

Watts Up! Credits  
Writers: Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez, David Catanzarite, 
Lynn Manning, Damion Teeko Parran & Meropi Peponides 
 
Editors: Damion Teeko Parran, Meropi Peponides & Victor De la 
Cruz 
                                                                                                                    
Graphic Designer: Xavier Moreno 

WVTC 2007/08 Season Mujeres del Mar  
(Women of the Sea) 
Written by Janine Salinas 
Directed by Grace Kim 
 

January 25, 2008 at 7:00pm 
Bradley Milken Youth  and Family Center 
 

January 26 & 27, 2008 at 4:00pm 
[Inside]the Ford at the Ford Amphitheatre 

Axiom 
Written by Sigrid Gilmer 
Directed by Gregg T. Daniel 
 

February 22, 2008 at 7:00pm 
Bradley Milken Youth and Family Center 
 

February 23 & 24, 2008  
at 4:00pm 
[Inside]the Ford at the Ford Amphitheatre 

 

The Langston Huges Project 
Written by Lynn Manning 
Directed by Guillermo Avilés-Rodríguez 
 

May 15, 16 & 18, 2008 
California African-American Museum 

The LA History Project 
Written by Judy Soo Hoo 
Directed by David Catanzarite 
 

June 2008 

Photography Credits: 
2006 Fundraiser: Eddy Davis 
365 Days/ 365 Plays: Damion Teeko Parran 
Always & Forever: Sunshine & Roger Rojas 
LA Stage Cover: Eric Schwabel 

Watts Village Theater Company is a proud 
member of the following:  

           Gisselle Castellanos & Jesús Castaños-Chima  
            After Alma learns that her teen idol was killed during a car 

             accident in  Always & Forever. 


