
Biology 7 Group Project Guidelines – Spring 2015 
(oral presentations on Tuesday May 26th and Thursday May 28th; written paper due May 28th) 

 
 
For this assignment you will work in pairs to choose an endangered species (plant, animal, 
whatever you like) which you can find at the following websites (feel free to use other resources 
if you like).  Keep in mind that each pair of students should choose a different species (i.e., no 
two groups can do the same species): 
 
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/directory?direction=desc&sort=extinction_status 

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/species/index.html 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/esa/listed.htm 

http://plants.usda.gov/threat.html 
 
 

1. Describe your species. 

 How is it classified (Kingdom, phylum, class, etc)? 

 Describe it physically – typical weight, dimensions, prominent features. 

 Describe its ecological niche – geographical location, habitat, food sources and 
foraging activities, predators (if any), times of day/year when active, any other 
resources it requires. 

 Describe its role(s) within its ecosystem (e.g., important food source for other 
organisms, predator to keep numbers of other species in check, etc). 

 
2. Why is the species endangered? 

 How many members of the species are estimated to be alive in the wild today and 
how does this compare to the critical number (if known)? 

 What are the reasons for its decline (poaching, disease, loss of habitat, etc)? 

 Why should the average human care? 
 

3. What approaches are being taken to increase its numbers? 

 Describe actions taken by government and private institutions. 

 What numbers are required to take it off of the endangered species list? 

 How can members of the general public help? 
 

Your group should prepare a 10 minute oral presentation to be given on Tuesday May 26th or 
Thursday May 28th.  You can use any resources you like in your presentation, including the 
projection system (many of you will choose to use Powerpoint for example).  Each person in your 
group should deliver an equal portion of your presentation in order to receive full credit. 
 
Each person should also independently write a minimum 1000 word paper describing the 
information outlined above.  This paper should be turned in by Thursday May 28th.  
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