COMMON LITERARY TERMS
Plot: The series of events that form the action; the author’s arrangement of episodes.
	Action: At its simplest, the thing or things that happen in a story’s plot; what the characters do or what is done to them.
	Theme: The major idea of a literary work, the message, the moral, or the central unifying point.
	Setting: The physical and/or spiritual surroundings in which the story takes place. 
	Character: Any person who plays a part in a narrative. Flat character has one or few dominant traits; round character is complex and unpredictable.
	Characterization: The portrayal of people, their physical and spiritual traits and peculiarities.
	Point of view: The perspective from which a narrative is told. First -person point of view uses “I”. Such a narrator tells a story he or she took part in or observed directly; first person narrator usually knows only what has been explicitly revealed or what he or she has been able to deduce from that. Third - person point of view uses “he” or “she”. The narrator is not directly involved in the story, and so views it from a certain distance. Such a narrator may be omniscient (knowing all) about the characters, their actions, and motivations, or his or her knowledge may be limited to what one or a few characters know. 
	Conflict: A struggle between two opposing forces or characters in a narrative.
	Resolution: The outcome of the conflict in a play or a story.
	Climax: The point of the greatest emotional intensity, interest, or suspense in a narrative.
	Dialogue: The conversations held by characters.
	Flashback: A scene that interrupts the action to show an event that happened at an earlier time.
	Foreshadowing: The use of hints or clues in a narrative to suggest what action is to come.
	Diction: The choice and arrangement of specific words to tell the story. The same action will leave a different impression on the reader when it is narrated in a street slang, in the simple, precise language of an old schoolteacher, or in the professional jargon of a lawyer or a social scientist. 
	Tone: An author’s attitude toward his or her material or readers. Tone can be cynical, reverent, jesting.
	Style: The author’s individual language. Elements of style:
	Simile: Comparison of one thing to another.
	Metaphor: The use of words to indicate something different from the literal meaning.
	Hyperbole: Exaggerated statement for effect; not intended to be taken literally.
	Grotesque:  absurd combination of human and animal in fantasy.
	Symbol: Any object, person, place, or action that stand for other, more abstract meaning. For example, a skull may symbolize death. 
	Image: A word or a group of words used to give a concrete representation-either literal or figurative-that is perceived by senses.

