Writing an Comparison-Contrast Essay for English 28

Write a 2-3 page essay in standard font that argues a position on one of the following topics:  

	Contrast or contrast and compare gender roles of two different cultures.
	Contrast criteria for good and bad romantic relationships an marriage.


Using evidence, support your argument in a rational and thoughtful manner. Make sure that your essay is typed and double-spaced.

Your essay should contain the following elements:
·	A creative title that tells your reader about your essay.
·	An engaging and introductory paragraph with a focused, narrow thesis.  The thesis must clearly argue your position and why you hold that belief.  The thesis should have the claim (unifying element) and subtopics.
·	Two to four body paragraphs that offer main points (subtopics) related to your thesis.
·	Topic sentences that express YOUR main points and relate back to your thesis statement (avoid quotations, paraphrases, and questions in topic sentences).  Each topic sentence should relate to the unifying element and one subtopic.
·	Clear transitions between main points.
·	Body paragraphs that include support details (examples) for the claims you have argued.
·	Textual evidence: At least 2 outside quotes from at least 2 textual sources. Also, use personal experience and observations.
·	An articulate concluding paragraphs that offers a new reflection on the thesis.  Do not repeat your subtopics in your conclusion.
·	You need a thesis with a claim that is either a contrast or a comparison and or contrast, depending on the essay you pick.
·	Clear MLA parenthetical citation and a works cited page.

Helpful hints:
·	Try to use an “active” verb in your thesis and topic sentences.
·	Order your main points and paragraphs in a logical fashion: chronologically, logically, order of importance, causally, etc.
·	Make sure to transition between main points.
·	Provide concrete details and examples (sights, sounds, smells, etc.).
·	Make sure to include quotes and other evidence. You must use at least two outside sources (this can include you text book) and you must have at least one quote from of the two sources.  Follow the three steps to quoting handout. Do not use Wikipedia, encyclopedias, or dictionaries for your textual sources.
·	Provide your own experiences and observations as evidence.
·	Make sure your body paragraphs start with topic sentences that connect the reader back to the claim (unifying element) and one subtopic of the thesis statement.  Make sure your topic sentences have clear transitions.


The rough draft of this paragraph essay is due Tuesday, 10/29/2013 at the beginning of class.  Bring three copies.  We will be doing peer review in class in groups of three or four.  If you miss peer review or fail to have a completed rough draft of the essay by the time class begins, you will lose one letter grade on the final draft of this essay.  The rough draft must be at least a page.

Your final essay should be as error-free as possible.  You should revise and edit numerous times. You will need to submit your final draft to turnitin.com.  Please make sure you make a digital copy and a hard copy of your essay before you turn it in to me.  For the digital copy, if you have nothing to save it on, you can email the essay to yourself.

Make sure to submit the following on Thursday 10/31/2013. Either the whole paper must be stapled or each part must be stapled and put in a letter-sized manila envelope in the following order:
	Essay prompt sheet with your name on it (optional). Check the essay prompt that you have chosen.

Final draft, including a works cited page in MLA style
Rough drafts
Any applicable reading notes, etc.
Copies of all cited research you used that is not found in your text. This includes research you paraphrased, but did not directly quote. Don’t forget to number quotes and paraphrases before class.


