
Prof. Som’s PS1 Lecture Outlines and 
Crossword 
 
AGPT Chapters covering Opinion, Lobbying, 
Parties, Congress, President, Courts, 
Domestic Policy, Foreign Policy 
 

 Chapter 6: Public Opinion and Political 
Socialization  

 Goals of the Lecture 
 Define Public Opinion 
 Define Political Socialization 
 Define the Gender Gap 
 Identify conservative and liberal issues 
 Identify components of political socialization 
 Understand the components of good polling 
 Public Opinion 
 An aggregate of individual attitudes or beliefs 

shared by some portion of adults 
 Private opinion becomes public opinion when an 

individual takes some type of action to express 
an opinion to others publicly 

 Consensus--Agreement 
 Divisive opinion--Polarizing 
 Consensus Opinion 
 Political Socialization 
 Sources  

• The Family and the Social Environment 
• Education as a Source of Political 

Socialization 
• Peers and Peer Group Influence  
• Opinion Leaders’ Influence 
• Media Presentation of Political Issues 

 Political Socialization 
Political events can produce a long-lasting 
impact on opinion formation.  
Example: the impact of the Great Depression on 
people who came of age in that period.  
We call such an impact a generational effect, or 
a cohort effect. 

 Political Preferences and  
Voting Behavior 

 Demographic Influences 
• Education 
• Economic Status 
• Religious Influence: Denomination 
• Religious Influence: Commitment 
• Race and Ethnicity 
• Gender 
• Geography 
• Age 

 A Four-Cornered Ideological Grid 
In this grid, the colored squares represent four 
different political ideologies. The vertical 
choices range from cultural order to cultural 

liberty. The horizontal choices range from 
economic equality to economic liberty. 

 Liberals and Conservatives Differ on Spending 
for Safety Net and Environmental Issues 

 Red States and Blue States 
 Red States and Blue States Have Similar 

Opinions on Many Controversial Issues  
 The Gender Gap  
 Election-Specific Voting  

Behavior Factors 
 Party Identification 
 Perception of the Candidates 
 Issue Preferences 
 Measuring Public Opinion 
 The History of Opinion Polls 

• 1800s: Straw Polls 
• By the 1930s modern, relatively 

accurate polling techniques were 
developed by George Gallup, Elmo 
Roper, and others. 

 Measuring Public Opinion (cont.) 
 Sampling Techniques 

• Representative Sampling 
• The Principle of Randomness 
• A purely random sample will be 

representative within the stated 
margin of error. The larger the 
sample of the population, the 
smaller the margin of error. 

 Problems with Polls 
 Sampling Errors 

• The difference between a sample’s 
results and the true result if the entire 
population had been interviewed.  

 When can sampling errors be dangerous?  
• Problems with Polls (cont.) 

 Poll Questions  
• Yes/no answers are a problem if the 

issue admits to shades of gray. Often, 
people will attempt to please the 
interviewer. 

 Push Polls  
• Attempts to spread negative statements 

about a candidate by posing as a 
polltaker.  

 Gallup Poll  
Accuracy Record 

 Technology and  
Opinion Polls 

 The Advent of Telephone Polling 
• Far easier and less expensive than door-

to-door polling, and has become 
standard. 

• Too many entities are conducting 
“polls” and “market research.”  



• Nonresponse rates have skyrocketed. 
 Technology and  

Opinion Polls (cont.)  
 Internet Polling 

• There are many unscientific “nonpolls” 
on the Internet. 

• In time, nonresponse rates to Internet 
polling could escalate like those of 
telephone polls. 

 Public Opinion and  
the Political Process 

 Political Culture and Popular Opinion 
• A set of attitudes and ideas about the 

nation and government. Certain shared 
beliefs about important values are 
considered the core of American 
political culture.  

 Questions  
 How can inaccurate polling data hinder 

democracy?  
 How has the collection of public opinion data 

changed over the years?  
 What changes would you expect to see in the 

collection of public opinion data in the next  
several years?  

 Public Opinion and  
the Political Process  

 Political Culture and Support for Our Political 
System 

 Political Trust 
 Public Opinion  

About Government 
Trust in government peaked after 9/11 but fell 
back thereafter. Over the years, the military and 
churches have been the institutions receiving the 
highest levels of public confidence. After 9/11, 
confidence in the military reached new highs. 
Confidence in churches was hurt in 2002 by a 
series of sexual abuse scandals. Banks and the 
Supreme Court also score highly, while the 
media, Congress, labor unions, and business 
come off more poorly.  

 Confidence in Institutions: Percentage  
of Americans Who Have a “Great Deal”  
or “Quite a Lot” of Confidence in  
Major U.S. Institutions 

 Public Opinion  
and Policymaking 

 The general public believes the leadership 
should pay attention to popular opinion.  

 Leaders themselves are less likely to believe 
this.  

 Setting Limits on Government Action  
• Public opinion may be at its strongest in 

preventing politicians from embracing 
highly unpopular policies. 

 Questions for  
Critical Thinking  

 In what ways have you been socialized 
politically? Compare and contrast your 
experiences with those of your classmates.  

 In 2000, less than half of the adult population 
participated in the presidential election. If the 
public continues to have minimal involvement in 
the political process, can democracy continue to 
function? What are your thoughts on the future 
of democracy?  

 Web Links  
 The Gallup Organization 
 MSNBC 
 Pollingreport.com 
 Roper Center 
 ANES American National Election Studies  



 Chapter 7: Interest Groups  

 Goals of the Lecture 
 Understand the role of interest groups 
 Understand the influence and impact of interest 

groups in US government 
 Distinguish direct and indirect techniques 

utilized by interest groups 
 Compare and contrast regulations of lobbying 
 Interest Groups:  

A Natural Phenomenon 
In Democracy in America, Alexis de 
Tocqueville wrote “... in no country of the world 
has the principle of association been more 
successfully used or applied to a greater 
multitude of objectives than in America.” 

 Interest Groups 
 If de Tocqueville was amazed at how 

associations had flourished in the United States 
in 1834, he would be astounded at the number of 
associations today.  

 WWW.OPENSECRETS.ORG  
 A Four-Cornered Ideological Grid 

In this grid, the colored squares represent four 
different political ideologies. The vertical 
choices range from cultural order to cultural 
liberty. The horizontal choices range from 
economic equality to economic liberty. 

 Fortune’s “Power 25” 
The 10 Most Effective  
Interest Groups  

 Some Other Important Interest Groups (That 
Didn’t Make the List) 
Why have interest groups been so successful in 
the United States? 

 Why Do Americans Join  
Interest Groups?  

 Free rider problem  
• Solidarity Incentives 
• Material Incentives 
• Purposive Incentives 

 Retaining members 
 Economic Interest Groups  
 Business Interest Groups  
 Agricultural Interest Groups  
 Labor Interest Groups  
 Public Employee Unions  
 Interest Groups of Professionals  
 The Unorganized Poor 
 Contemporary  

Interest Groups 
 Other Types of  

Interest Groups 
 Environmental Groups 
 Public Interest Groups 

• Nader Organizations 

• Other such groups include Common 
Cause and the League of Women Voters 

 Single-issue focused groups (AARP, etc.) 
 Foreign Governments 
 Questions  
 Do you think that the AARP does a good job of 

representing retirees? Do you agree with the 
criticism that the AARP is too concerned about 
the interests of large drug companies? 

 In your opinion, will new legislation help or hurt 
the AARP’s business? 

 Labor Interest Groups  
 AFL-CIO: A union of unions with 9 million 

workers 
 2005: Change to Win Coalition 

The Change to Win Coalition was formed in 
2005 by seven activist unions dissatisfied with 
the the A.F.L.-C.I.O.'s failure to reverse 
organized labor's long decline. 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestop
ics/organizations/c/change_to_win_coalition/ind
ex.html  

 Decline in Union Membership, 1948 to Present 
 Union Membership  
 Discuss some of the factors that have caused a 

decline in union membership in America. What 
will the trend be going forward?  

 What Makes an Interest  
Group Powerful? 

 Size and Resources 
 Leadership 
 Cohesiveness 
 Interest Group Strategies 
 Direct Techniques 

• Lobbying 
• Publishing the voting records of 

members of the legislature 
• Building alliances 
• Campaign assistance 

 Interest Group Strategies (cont.) 
 Indirect Techniques 

• Generating public pressure 
• Using constituents as lobbyists 
• Unconventional forms of pressure 

(marches, rallies, and demonstrations) 
 Regulating Lobbyists  
 The Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act (1946) 

• required that individuals or 
organizations that receive money for the 
purpose of influencing national 
legislation must register as a lobbyist or 
lobbying organization 

 The Act was ineffective, however, as only full-
time lobbyists had to register. 

 The Reforms of 1995 



 In 1995, Congress overhauled the lobbying 
legislation. The new legislation includes the 
following provisions: 

• A lobbyist is a person who spends 20 
percent of the time or more lobbying 
Congress or the executive branch. 

• Lobbyists who earn $5,000 or more 
must register within 45 days of making 
contact with a member of Congress. 

 The Reforms of 1995 (cont.) 
• Detailed reports must disclose the nature 

of the lobbying business twice a year. 
• Subsidiaries of foreign companies based 

in the United States must register as 
lobbyists. 

• Tax-exempt organizations and religious 
organizations are exempt from these 
requirements. 

 Recent Lobbying Scandals:  
Jack Abramoff 

 Interest Groups and Representative Democracy  
 Interest Groups: Elitist or Pluralist?  

• The existence of interest groups would 
appear to be an argument in favor of 
pluralism. However, interest groups are 
often led by upper-class individuals, 
which argues for elite theory.  

 Interest Group Influence 
• Even the most powerful groups do not 

always succeed in their demands. 
 Interest Groups and the Policy Process  
 Questions for  

Critical Thinking  
 How have labor interest groups traditionally 

sought to influence policy?  
 Should foreign interest groups be banned, given 

that the interests of U.S. citizens frequently are 
intertwined with foreign interests (as employees, 
for example)? 

 What kind of incentive would motivate you to 
participate in an interest group? What are the 
incentives for the people that you know who are 
active in interest groups?  

 Web Links  
 The Center for Public Integrity  
 Opensecrets.org-Money in Politics Data  
 Common Cause—Holding Power Accountable  
 Federal Election Commission 
 Public Citizen 
 Web Links 
 Political Advocacy Groups—A Directory of 

United States Lobbyists  
 AFL-CIO—America’s Union Movement  
 Moveon.org: Democracy in Action  
 Christian Coalition of America  
 Third Wave Foundation  

 AARP 
 



Chapter 8: Political Parties Lecture Outline 
and Crossword 

 « Goals for the Lecture 
 « Illustrate the differences between the 

Democratic and the Republican parties. 
 « Appraise the impact and value of citizen 

participation , specifically voting.  
 « Interpret general election data, including 

the most recent one. 
 « Be Able Relate the Following Concepts 
 « B. Political Parties 
 « 1. Basic Considerations 
 « 2. National Organization 
 « 3. Party Finance 
 « 4. Voting and Citizen participation 
 « A Four-Cornered Ideological Grid 
 In this grid, the colored squares represent four 

different political ideologies. The vertical 
choices range from cultural order to cultural 
liberty. The horizontal choices range from 
economic equality to economic liberty. 

 « What Is a Political Party? 
 « A group of political activists who 

organize to win elections, to operate the 
government, and to determine public policy. 

 « How are parties different from interest 
groups? 

 « The Three Components  
 of Political Parties  
 « Functions of Political Parties   
 « Recruit candidates to run for elective 

offices at all levels of government  
 « Mobilize citizens to vote and participate 

in elections 
 « Bear the responsibility of operating 

government at all levels  
 « Provide organized opposition to the 

party in power 
 « Where the Voters Are  
 « History of Political Parties 
 « The Formative Years: Federalists and  
 Anti-Federalists 
 « The Era of Good Feelings 
 « National Two-Party Rule: Whigs and 

Democrats 
 « The Golden Age of Parties  
 « The Civil War Crisis 
 « The Post-Civil War Period 
 • “Rum, Romanism,  
 and Rebellion” 
 • The Triumph of the Republicans 
 « History of Political Parties  
 « The Progressive Interlude 
 « The New Deal Era  
 « An Era of Divided Government 

 • In the years after 1968, the general 
pattern was often a Republican president and a 
Democratic Congress.  

 • 2000 Presidential Election (Red state–
blue state) 

 « Election 1896 
 « Election 2004 
 « Election 2008 
 « The Two Major  
 Parties Today 
 « The parties’ core constituents 
 • Economic beliefs 
 • Recent economic convergence? 
 • Republican and Democratic Budgets 
 • Democrats have the reputation of 

supporting the less-well-off, and Republicans 
the prosperous. 

 « Income and Party Identification 
 « Republican and Democratic Issues 
 « The Three Faces of a Party 
 1. The people who identify with the party 

or who regularly vote for the candidates of the 
party in general elections 

 « National Conventions 2004 
 « Obama-Biden 2008 
 « McCain-Palin 2008 
 « Three Faces of a Party (cont.) 
 2. Party Organization 
 • National 
 • Convention delegates 
 • National Committee 
 • National Chairperson 
 • State party organization 
 • Local (grass roots) organization 
 – Patronage and City Machines 
 – Local Party Organizations Today 
 « Three Faces of a Party (cont.) 
 3. The Party in Government 
 • Divided Government 
 • The Limits of Party  
 Unity 
 • Party Polarization 
 « Why Has the Two Party  
 System Endured?  
 « Duality 
 « Political socialization and practical 

considerations 
 « The Winner-Take-All Electoral System 
 • Presidential Voting 
 • Popular Election of the Governors and 

President 
 • Proportional Representation 
 « State and Federal Laws Favoring the 

Two Parties 
 « The Role of Minor  
 Parties in U.S. Politics 



 « Ideological Third Parties 
 « Splinter Parties 
 « The Impact of Minor Parties 
 • Influencing the Major Parties 
 • Affecting the Outcome of an Election 
 « Policies of Selected American Third 

Parties Since 1864 
 « Mechanisms of  
 Political Change 
 « Realignment 
 • The Myth of Dominance 
 • The Myth of Predictability 
 • Is Realignment Still Possible? 
 « Mechanisms of  
 Political Change (cont.) 
 « Dealignment: A major drop-off in 

support for the parties. 
 • Independent Voters 
 • Not-So-Independent Voters 
 « Tipping 
 « Party Identification:  
 1937–Present 
 « Questions for  
 Critical Thinking  
 « Do democratic governments need 

political parties? If a democratic government has 
political parties, will the structure always be a 
two-party system? What factors impact how 
many political parties will exist?  

 « Is party identification a major factor for 
voters in presidential elections?  

 « Do political parties make government 
more responsive? 

 « Questions for  
 Critical Thinking  
 « Why is it difficult for independent 

candidates or minor party candidates to get 
elected to Congress?  

 « What inferences can be made about the 
voting population through the closely divided 
elections of 2000 and 2004?  

 « Web Links  
 « The White House 
 « GOP.com 
 « The Democratic Party  
 « National Republican Senatorial 

Committee 
 « Democratic Senatorial Campaign 

Committee  
 « The National Republican Congressional 

Committee  
 « Web Links  
 « Democratic Congressional Campaign 

Committee  
 « GOP.gov 
 « Townhall.com 

 « National Political Index 
 « The Greens/Green Party USA 

 
 



 Chapter 10: The Congress 
 Why Was Congress Created? 
 Fear that power in the hands of a single 

individual would be abused and the people 
would suffer.  

 The national legislative power that was vested in 
Congress was to be a bicameral (two-house) 
institution.  

 The Functions  
of the Congress 

 The lawmaking function 
 The representation function 
 Service to constituents 
 The Functions of the Congress (cont.) 
 The Oversight Function:  

Reviewing actions of the Executive Branch 
 The Public-Education Function 
 The Conflict Resolution Function 
 The Powers of Congress 
 Enumerated Powers 

(Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution)  
• Include taxing, spending, borrowing, 

and coining; regulation of foreign trade 
and trade among states; regulation of the 
military (state militias, an army and 
navy, and to declare war); as well as the 
power to define the court structure.  

• Powers of the Senate 
• Constitutional Amendments 

 The Necessary and  
Proper Clause 

Allows Congress to make laws that are deemed to be 
necessary to carry out the expressed powers 

 Basic House–Senate Differences 
 Size and rules 
 Debate and filibustering 
 Prestige 
 Differences Between  

the House and Senate 
 Size and Rules  
 Because the House is so large, it operates under 

stricter rules for debate.  
• The Rules Committee provides special 

rules under which specific bills can be 
debated, amended, and considered in the 
House.  

 Debate and Filibustering 
 Filibuster: the Senate’s use of unlimited debate 

as a blocking tactic.  
 Members of the Senate are generally able to 

achieve more prestige than members of the 
House because of the smaller number of 
members.  

 Congresspersons and the Citizenry: A 
Comparison 

 The members of Congress are older, wealthier, 
and better educated than the general public.  

 There are relatively few women and members of 
minority groups in Congress.  

 There is a disproportionate number of lawyers in 
both houses of Congress.  

 The current congressional salary is $157,000.  
 Congressional Elections 
 Candidates for Congressional Elections  
 Congressional campaigns and elections 

• Campaign funding 
• Effects of Presidential elections 

 The Power of Incumbency 
 Congressional Apportionment 
 House seats are apportioned among the states 

every ten years, following the census.  
• Reapportionment 
• Redistricting 

 Congressional Apportionment (cont.) 
 Gerrymandering 
 Redistricting after the 2000 Census 
 Minority–majority districts 
 The Original Gerrymander 
 The Fourth Congressional District of Illinois 
 Perks and Privileges 
 Permanent professional staffs 
 Privileges and immunities under  

the law 
 Congressional Caucuses: Another source of 

support 
 The Committee Structure 
 The Power of Committees 

• Types of Congressional committees 
• Standing Committees 
• Select Committees 
• Joint Committees 
• Conference Committees 
• House Rules Committees 

 The Selection of Committee Members 
 Formal Leadership 
 The majority party controls  

the legislative process,  
including the selection  
of Congressional leaders. 

 Leadership in the House 
• The Speaker of the House  
• The Majority Leader 
• The Minority Leader 
• Whips 

 Leadership in the Senate 
 Vice President 
 Majority Leader 
 Congressional  

Decision-Making 



 Party membership is a major determinant of how 
members vote, but it is not the only factor at 
work. 

 The Conservative Coalition 
 “Crossing over” 
 How a Bill Becomes a Law 
 For a bill to become law, it must pass through 

both houses of Congress. All “money bills” or 
spending measures must originate in the House. 

 House of Representatives 
• Introduction 
• Committee Stage 
• Rules Committee  
• Floor Action 

 The procedure in the Senate is similar, but there 
are no special rules such as those set by the 
House Rules Committee; the leadership 
schedules action.   

 How a Bill Becomes  
a Law (cont.) 

 Conference committee 
• If there are differences between the 

House version of the bill and the Senate 
version of the bill, the bill will be sent to 
a conference committee. Members of 
each chamber selected by the leaders 
will attempt to reach a compromise on 
the bill.  

 The House and Senate vote on the bill as 
reported by the conference committee. 

 The Life of a Senator 
 Representative Loretta Sanchez, Democrat of 

California  
 How Much Will the  

Government Spend? 
 Preparing the Budget 
 Congress Faces  

the Budget 
• Authorization 
• Appropriation 
• Budget Resolutions 

 The Budget Cycle 
 Web Links  
 The Library of Congress 
 C-SPAN 
 The Washington Post 
 CQ.com 
 The Center for Public Integrity 



 
 Chapter 11: The Presidency   
 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/  
 The Paradox of the Presidency  

Great Power and Great Limits 
 Who Can Become President? 
 Article II, Section 1, of the Constitution sets 

forth the qualifications to be president.  
 Must be 35 and a natural-born citizen. 
 The Process of  

Becoming President 
 Nomination by one of the two major parties 
 Majority of the votes cast in the Electoral 

College 
 If no candidate receives a majority of the 

electoral votes, the House will elect the 
president by voting state by state for a candidate.  

 The Many Roles  
of the President 

 Head of State 
 Chief Executive 

• The Powers of Appointment and 
Removal 

• The Power to Grant Reprieves and 
Pardons 

 The Many Roles of the  
President (cont.) 

 Commander-in-Chief 
• Wartime Powers 
• War Powers Resolution 

 Chief Diplomat 
• Diplomatic Recognition 
• Proposal and Ratification of Treaties 
• Executive Agreements 

 The Many Roles of the  
President (cont.) 

 Chief Legislator 
• Getting Legislation Passed 
• Saying No to Legislation 
• The Line-Item Veto 
• Congress’ Power to Override 

Presidential Vetoes 
 The Many Roles of the  

President (cont.) 
 Other Presidential Powers 

• Powers that Congress has bestowed on 
the president by statute (statutory 
powers) and those that are considered 
inherent powers.  

 The President as Party Chief and Superpolitician 
 The President as Chief of Party 
 Constituencies and Public Approval 

• Presidential constituencies 
• Public approval 
• “Going Public”  for support  

 Presidential Popularity 

 Presidential  
Greatness  

 The Executive Organization 
 The Cabinet 

• The Members of the Cabinet 
• The Kitchen Cabinet 
• Presidential Use of Cabinets 

 The President’s Cabinet  
 The Executive Organization 
 Abuses of Executive Power  

and Impeachment 
 No President Is Above  

the Law 
 The Vice President 
 The Vice President’s Job 

• Strengthening the Ticket 
• Supporting the President 

 Presidential Succession 
 The Twenty-fifth Amendment 
 When the Vice Presidency Becomes Vacant 
 Line of Succession  

to the Presidency  
of the United States  

 Web Links  
 Miller Center of Public Affairs 
 The American Presidency Project 
 American Presidents Life Portraits  
 GPO Access 
 Web Links 
 Center for the Study of the Presidency  
 Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the 

United States  
 Dave Leip’s Atlas of Presidential Elections  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 Chapter 13: The Judiciary 
 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/  
 The Common Law Tradition 
 American law stems from the English legal 

tradition of common law.  
 Common law is judge-made law based initially 

on the prevailing custom and eventually on legal 
precedent.  

 Common law is based on stare decisis, which 
means to stand on decided cases.  

 The Supreme Court 
 Development of the Court’s Role in Government  
 Civil War to the  

Great Depression  
 The Warren Court  

(1953–1969) 
 The Burger Court  

(1969–1986)  
 Narrowed the reach of the Fourth Amendment’s 

protections against unreasonable search and 
seizure.  

 Restored the death penalty. 
 Most decisions shifted toward the conservative,  

yet, many of its decisions still protected 
individual liberties and minority groups.  

 The Rehnquist Court  
(1986–2005) 

 The Roberts Court  
 2011 US Supreme Court 
 SIGNIFICANT SUPREME COURT CASES 
 Marbury v. Madison (1803) Established 

principle of judicial review  
 McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) Strengthened 

national power over states 
 Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) Decided that 

slaves were property and not citizens  
 Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) Established the 

“separate but equal” doctrine 
 Gitlow v. New York (1925) Protected free 

expression from state action by Fourteenth 
Amendment  

 Brown v. Topeka Board of Education (1954) 
Abolished the “separate but equal” doctrine and 
banned segregation in public schools 

 Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) Decided that 
states must provide an attorney for poor 
defendants accused of committing felonies  

 Miranda v. Arizona (1966) Decided that the 
police must inform suspects of their rights when 
they are arrested  

 Roe v. Wade (1973) Decided that women have 
full freedom to choose abortion during the first 
three months of pregnancy under the right of 
privacy  

 Bush v. Gore (2000) Decided that a Florida 
manual recount would violate the Fourteenth 
Amendment 

 Sources of American Law 
 Constitutions 
 Statutes and Administrative Regulations 
 Case Law 
 The Federal Court System 
 Types of Federal Courts 
 U.S. District Courts 
 U.S. Courts of Appeals 
 The United States Supreme Court 
 Specialized Federal Courts and the War on 

Terrorism 
• The FISA Court 
• Alien “Removal Courts” 

 Geographic Boundaries of Federal District 
Courts and Circuit Courts of Appeals 

 Parties and Procedures 
• Plaintiff: the person or organization that 

initiates a lawsuit.  
• Defendant: the person or organization 

against whom the lawsuit is brought.  
• Litigate: to engage in a legal proceeding 

or seek relief in a court of law; to carry 
on a lawsuit. 

 Parties and Procedures (cont.) 
• Amicus Curiae brief, a brief (a 

document containing a legal argument 
supporting a desired outcome in a 
particular case) filed by a third party, or 
amicus curiae (Latin for “friend of the 
court”), who is not directly involved in 
the litigation but who has an interest in 
the outcome of the case.  

• Civil contempt is failing to 
comply with a court’s order for 
the benefit of another party.  

• Criminal contempt is 
obstructing the administration of 
justice or bringing the court into 
disrespect. 

 The Supreme Court  
 Which Cases Reach the Supreme Court? 
 When two lower courts are in disagreement  
 When a lower court’s ruling conflicts with an 

existing Supreme Court ruling  
 When a case has broad significance (as in 

desegregation or abortion decisions) 
 When a state court has decided a substantial 

federal question 
 Which Cases Reach the Supreme Court? (cont.) 
 When the highest state court holds a federal law 

invalid, or upholds a state law that has been 
challenged as violating a federal law 



 When a federal court holds an act of Congress 
unconstitutional 

 When the solicitor general is pressuring the 
Court to hear a case 

 Federal and State  
Court Systems 

 Deciding Cases 
 Once the Court has decided to accept a case, 

both parties in the case will submit legal briefs 
and (usually) make oral arguments.  

 If the Court is unanimous in the ruling, one 
justice will be assigned to write the opinion of 
the Court. If the justices are divided on the 
reasoning of the outcome, there will be a 
majority opinion and dissenting opinions. 

 The Selection  
of Federal Judges 

 Judicial Appointments 
• Federal District Court Judgeship 

Nominations 
• Federal Courts of Appeals 

Appointments 
• Supreme Court Appointments 

 Partisanship and Judicial Appointments 
 The Senate’s Role 
 Policymaking  

and the Courts 
• Judicial Review: the power of the courts 

to determine whether a law or action by 
the other branches of government is 
constitutional 

 Strict Construction: a judicial philosophy that 
looks to the “letter of the law” when interpreting 
the Constitution or a particular statute.  

• Broad Construction: a judicial 
philosophy that looks to the 
context and purpose of a law 
when making an interpretation. 

 Policymaking  
and the Courts 

 Judicial Activism versus Judicial Restraint 
• The Doctrine of Judicial Restraint – 

respectful to precedent and should defer 
the judgment of the legislatures 

• Compliance 
• The Doctrine of Judicial Activism – 

courts should develop new legal 
principles, even if this action places 
them in conflict with policy decision of 
elected officials. 

• * Imagine: Brown v. Board of 
Education (1954) in both scenarios. 

 Political Influences on Judicial Decisions 
 Outside Influences on Court Decisions 

• Brown 1954 – “With all 
deliberate speed” Court tailored 

its ruling to gain popular 
support or dampen public 
resistance 

• Strict Constructionism: apply a narrow 
interpretation of the law 

• Loose Constructionism: apply an 
expansive interpretation of the law 

 Inside Influences: The Justices’ Own Political 
Beliefs 

 Judicial Power and Democratic Government 
 The Debate over the Proper Role of the 

Judiciary 
• The Doctrine of Judicial Restraint – 

respectful to precedent and should defer 
the judgment of the legislatures 

• Compliance 
• Brown v. Board of Education 

(1954) 
• The Doctrine of Judicial Activism – 

courts should develop new legal 
principles, even if this action places 
them in conflict with policy decision of 
elected officials. 

 The Judiciary’s Proper Role: A Question of 
Competing Values 

 Ideology and the Courts 
 The ideology of the justices determines the kinds 

of policy that the courts will make. 
 What Checks Our Courts? 
 Executive Checks 
 Legislative Checks 

• Constitutional amendments 
• Revision of laws 

 Public Opinion 
• The president has the power to 

enforce judicial decisions 
through the use of the 
bureaucracy. In rare cases a 
president may refuse to 
implement a decision. More 
frequently, presidents use their 
power of appointment to check 
the judiciary.  

• Justice and  
the American  
Political System  

 Although each specific case decided by the 
Supreme Court may affect only one person 
directly, the Court’s rulings often affect society 
as a whole.  

 Exploring the US Supreme Courts Cases 
 http://www.oyez.org/  
 Oyez.org is database and a comprehensive 

online guide to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. It contains biographical information of 
both incumbent and historical justices of the 



United States Supreme Court, in addition to 
details of most Supreme Court cases. Notably, 
the website has original sound files of oral 
arguments and oral announcements of recent 
cases. 

 Search for Roe v. Wade. One of the result should 
be a podcast. Listen Jerry Goldman talks about 
"Roe v. Wade". Roe v. Wade - Roe Podcast and 
Download MP3 File (6025913 bytes). 

 Web Links  
 Supreme Court of the United States  
 U.S. Courts  
 FindLaw 

 
 
 

 Chapter 14: Domestic and Economic Policy 
 The Policy-Making Process 
 Agenda Building 
 Policy Formulation 
 Policy Adoption 
 Policy Implementation 
 Policy Evaluation  
 The Evolution of Social  

Welfare Policies 
 Most of our major federal social welfare 

programs were developed in the 1930s as part of 
the New Deal’s response to the  
Great Depression.  

 Direct  
Federal Aid  

More than 80 million Americans receive direct federal 
aid. 

 Health Care 
 The Rising Cost of Health Care 

• Advanced technology 
• The government’s role in financing 

health care 
 Medicare 
 Medicaid  

• Why has Medicaid spending exploded?  
• Medicaid and the States 

 Health Care (cont.) 
 The Uninsured 

• The uninsured employed 
• Shifting costs to the uninsured 

 National Health Insurance 
• The Canadian system 
• Health savings account 

 Questions 
 Healthcare reform is one of the most pressing 

and controversial issues on the minds of 
Americans right now. What do you think of the 
proposed changes in the bill brought up in the 
video?  

 What types of healthcare reform would you like 
to see enacted?  

 Is healthcare a right or a privilege?  
 Percentage of Total Net Income Spent on Health 

Care in the U.S. 
 Cost of Health Care in Economically Advanced 

Nations 
 Poverty and Welfare 
 Income transfers, transfers of income from some 

individuals in the economy to other individuals. 
This is generally done by way of the 
government. 

 The Low-Income Population 
 The Antipoverty Budget 
 Poverty and Welfare (cont.) 
 Basic Welfare 

• Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children (AFDC)  

• Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families (TANF) 

 Welfare Controversies 
 Supplemental Security Income (SSI)  
 Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
 Farm Subsidies  
 Homelessness 
 The Official Number of Poor in the United 

States 
 Life Expectancy in the U.S. 
 Social Security  

and its Problems  
 The ratio of active workers to retirees is 

declining.  
 Presidents and Congress continue to use Social 

Security trust fund surpluses to offset deficits.  
 Solutions? 
 Privatization of Social Security 
 Reducing benefits  
 Small changes 

• Periodic increases in the share of 
earnings subject to tax 

• Reducing cost of living increases  
• Raising the retirement age  

 Immigration 
 The Continued Influx of Immigrants 

• More than a million people a year 
immigrate to this country.  

 Minority Groups will constitute the “majority” 
of America by 2060. 

 Some point out the positives of immigration—
offsetting the low birthrate and aging population. 

 Attempts at  
Immigration Reform  

 2006 Congress initiated, but did not pass, 
sweeping legislation that would make all illegal 
immigrants in the United States felons.  



 Crime in the  
Twenty-First Century 

 Crime in American History 
 Crimes Committed by Juveniles 
 The Cost of Crime to American Society 
 Declining Crime Rates  
 Declining Homicide Rates  
 Declining Theft Rates  
 Serious Violent Crime by Perceived Age of 

Offender 
The United States has the highest incarceration rate 
among major world nations measured by the number of 
prisoners per  
100,000 residents. 

 Incarceration Rates by Population Group 
 Crime in the  

Twenty-First Century (cont.) 
 Federal Drug Policy 

• Money spent on federal drug 
interdiction programs has not met with 
much success, as illegal drug 
consumption in the U.S. has remained 
steady. State and local governments, 
however, have been attempting new 
remedies to curtail the drug problem. 

 Confronting Terrorism 
• Counter-terrorism strategies will 

necessarily be a part of federal 
government policy for years to come. 

 Environmental Policy 
 Environmentalism 

• Conservation  
• Preservation  

 The Environmentalist Movement 
 Ecology 

• Cleaning Up the  
Air and Water 

 The National Environmental Policy Act 
 Curbing Air Pollution 

• The 1990 amendments to the Clean Air 
Act of 1963 constitute a comprehensive 
policy mandating cleaner air in urban 
areas. 

 Water Pollution 
• The Clean Water Act sought to make 

waters safe for swimming, protect fish 
and wildlife, and eliminate the discharge 
of pollutants into the water. 

 Cost-Effective Solutions 
 The Clean Air Act of 1990 

• As a result of legislation, air and water 
pollution is down dramatically from 
what it was three or so decades ago. 
Lead content in the air is 3 percent of 
what it was. Sulfur dioxide is down by 
four-fifths. 

 Other Environmental Issues 
 The Endangered Species Act  

(ESA) 
 Global Warming 

• The Kyoto Protocol 
• The Global Warming Debate 

 Questions for  
Critical Thinking  

 Presuming that national health insurance is off 
the table in the United Sates, what else could be 
done to protect the uninsured population from 
catastrophic medical costs?  

 How important is income in children’s 
achievement? What things can money buy that 
can help children achieve?  
What can it not? 

 Questions for  
Critical Thinking  

 Prison populations continue to explode.  
What can be done?  

 Why are environmental problems often difficult 
to legislate away? What improvements have 
been made in air and water quality in recent 
years? What problems still need solutions?  

 What is your opinion on global warming? Is it a 
problem that we should address?  

 Web Links  
 American Public Human Services Association  
 National Conference of State Legislators  
 Social Security Online 
 U.S. Department of Health and  

Human Services  
 
 
 



 Chapter 15: Foreign and Defense Policy  
 Facing the World:  

Foreign and Defense Policy  
 Foreign policy includes the techniques and 

strategies used to achieve external goals, as well 
as the goals themselves. 

 diplomacy—the total process by which states 
carry on political relations, economic aid—
assistance to other nations in the form of grants, 
loans, or credits to purchase goods, and 
technical assistance—sending experts with 
technical skills in agriculture, engineering, or 
business to aid other nations. 

 National Security and Diplomacy 
 National security: The protection of the 

independence and political and economic 
integrity of the United States. 

• Defense Policy 
• Diplomacy 

 Morality Versus Reality  
in Foreign Policy  

 Moral idealism 
 Political realism 
 American foreign policy—a mixture 

of both 
 Perspectives of International Relations 

• Moral Idealism: This view of the world 
sees nations as normally willing to 
cooperate and agree on moral standards. 

• Political Realism: This principle 
supports a strong military and a 
willingness to make deals with dictators. 

• American Foreign Policy—A Mixture 
of Both: Every president has based his 
foreign policy on both of these 
principles, though some have tended to 
stress one or the other of the two. 

 Challenges in World Politics  
 The Emergence  

of Terrorism 
• Terrorism and Regional Strife 
• Terrorist Attacks against Foreign 

Civilians 
• September 11 

 The War on Terrorism 
 Military Responses 
 A New Kind of War 

• Bush has enunciated a new doctrine of 
“preemptive war” to deal with terrorism.  

 The Terrorism Index  
Click Here to go to the Terrorism Index 

 Wars in Iraq 
 Saddam Hussein’s annexation of Kuwait in 

August 1990  
• Saddam Hussein’s annexation of Kuwait 

in August 1990 was the most clear-cut 

case of aggression against an 
independent nation since World War II. 

 The Persian Gulf—The First Gulf War 
 The Persian Gulf—The Second Gulf War 
 Occupied Iraq 
 Uprisings: Spring 2004 
 Global Attitudes Toward  

the U.S. Have Become Less Favorable in the 
Iraqi War Era 

 Questions  
 By now, virtually every American has an 

opinion on the war in Iraq. Since the overthrow 
of Saddam, the war has been largely 
unsuccessful and frustrating. Go back to the 
lead-up to the war and think about your 
viewpoints. Think about the beginning of the 
war, the toppling of the old regime, and the 
resulting war against the different factions in 
Iraq.  

 What have you, personally, learned from 
witnessing or participating in this experience 
and how will you apply what you have learned 
in the future? 

 The Second Gulf War  
in Iraq 

 Ethnic/Religious Groups in Iraq 
 Nuclear Weapons 
 Questions 
 Since 1979, Iran has arguably been the United 

State’s worst enemy. They fund attacks on Israel 
and in Iraq. They are now working on a program 
to develop nuclear weapons. Many critics of Iran 
see this as an attempt to dominate the region.  

 Is a nuclear-armed Iran acceptable to you, and 
should it be seen as acceptable to the community  
of nations? 

 Questions (cont.) 
 Should the United States act to prevent Iran 

from going nuclear? 
 Would you support or oppose American military 

action to keep Iran from developing nuclear 
weapons?  

 If Iran is successful in getting nuclear weapons, 
what impact do you predict it will have on the 
Middle East? 

 The New Power: China 
 American policy has been to engage the Chinese 

in diplomatic and economic relationships in the 
hope of turning the nation in a more pro-
Western direction.  

 Chinese-American Trade Ties 
 Chinese-American Tensions 
 Regional Conflicts 

CUBA 
 Regional Conflicts 
 Israel and the Palestinians 



• The collapse of the Israeli-Palestinian  
peace process 

 The Israeli-Hezbollah (Lebanon) War  
 AIDS in South Africa 
 African Civil War 
 Who Makes Foreign Policy?  
 Constitutional Powers of the President  

• War Powers 
• Treaties and Executive Agreements 
• The president appoints ambassadors and 

decides whether to recognize other 
governments as legitimate. 

 Informal Techniques  
of Presidential Leadership 

 Accessing information from within the executive 
branch 

 Influencing the budgetary constraints in all areas 
of appropriations  

 Using the “bully pulpit” to build public support 
for programs 

 Committing the nation to courses of action from 
which it would be very difficult to back down 
even if congress wished to 

 Other Sources of Foreign Policymaking 
 The Department of State 
 The National Security Council 
 The Intelligence Community 

• Covert actions 
• Criticisms of the  

intelligence community 
 The Department of Defense 
 The Pentagon 

When the media refers to “The Pentagon,”  
what do they mean? 

 Congress Balances  
the President 

 The War Powers Resolution (1973) 
 Presidents since, however, have often not 

consulted Congress before committing troops, 
and that can create a situation in which Congress 
does not dare recall them.  

 Congress can sometimes take the lead, for 
example by voting sanctions on South Africa to 
oppose that nation’s former policy of racial 
discrimination known as apartheid. 

 Domestic Sources of Foreign Policy  
 Elite and Mass Opinion 

• Both presidents and elites try to 
influence  
that subset of the public that has a strong 
interest in foreign policy, the attentive 
public. 

 The Military-Industrial Complex 
 The Major Foreign Policy Themes  
 The Formative Years:  

Avoiding Entanglements 
• The Monroe Doctrine 
• The Spanish-American War  

and World War I 
 The Era of Internationalism 

• The Cold War 
• Containment Policy 

 Europe During the Cold War 
 Superpower Relations 
 The Cuban Missile Crisis 
 A Period of Détente 
 The Reagan-Bush Years 
 The Dissolution of the Soviet Union 
 Vietnam 
 Early Period  
 Armed Intervention 1964–1973 
 Lessons From Vietnam 
 We did not have clear goals  
 We did not understand the political aspects  

of the war  
 We did not understand the nature of guerilla 

warfare  
 We were impatient with the war and were 

unwilling to devote unending resources to 
winning it  

 We did not have the public support  
 Europe After the Fall  

of the Soviet Union 
 Questions for  

Critical Thinking  
 How strong militarily was the United Sates in 

the 1790s? Could the U.S. have been very active 
in world affairs? What was the major goal of 
U.S. policy then? 

 Is it easy for the president and Congress to set a 
course for foreign policy? What kinds of 
measures can the U.S. use to combat terrorism?  

 Questions for  
Critical Thinking 

 Why will relations with China prove important 
in the years to come?  

 Web Links  
 USINFO—The United States Department  

of State  
 The Economist  
 Portals to the World From the Library  

of Congress  



 

ACROSS 
1   The formal structure and leadership of a political party, including election 

committees; local, state, and national executives; and paid professional staff.  
3   A political party other than the two major political parties (Republican and 

Democratic).  
5 

  
A situation in which one major political party controls the presidency and 
the other controls the chambers of Congress, or in which one party controls a 
state governorship and the other controls the state legislature.  

8   All of the elected and appointed officials who identify with a political party.  
10 

  
Voting for candidates of two or more parties for different offices, such as 
voting for a Republican presidential candidate and a Democratic 
congressional candidate.  

13   A voter or candidate who does not identify with a political party.  
15   A rule by which all of a state’s electoral votes are cast for the presidential 

candidate receiving a plurality of the popular vote in that state.  
16   A political system in which only two parties have a reasonable chance of 

winning.  
17   One of the two major American political parties evolving out of the 

Republican Party of Thomas Jefferson.  
18   A decline in party loyalties that reduces long-term party commitment.  
19 

  
The principal organized structure of each political party within each state. 
This committee is responsible for carrying out policy decisions of the party’s 
state convention.  

21   A standing committee of a national political party established to direct and 
coordinate party activities between national party conventions.  

23   Voting exclusively for the candidates of one party.  
24 

  
A major party in the United States during the first half of the nineteenth 
century, formally established in 1836. The Whig party was anti-Jackson and 
represented a variety of regional interests. 

25 
  

The meeting held every four years by each major party to select presidential 
and vice presidential candidates, to write a platform, to choose a national 
committee, and to conduct party business.  

26   A group of political activists who organize to win elections, operate the 
government, and determine public policy.  

27   A group or bloc in a legislature or political party acting in pursuit of some 
special interest or position  

28   The years from 1817 to 1825, when James Monroe was president and there 
was, in effect, no political opposition.  

29   A process in which a substantial group of voters switches party allegiance, 
producing a long-term change in the political landscape.  

 

  

DOWN 
2 
  

A tendency for wealthier states or regions to favor the Democrats and for 
less wealthy states or regions to favor the Republicans. The effect appears 
paradoxical because it reverses traditional patterns of support.  

4 
  

One of the two major American political parties. It emerged in the 1850s as 
an antislavery party and consisted of former northern Whigs and antislavery 
Democrats.  

6 
  

A group of persons, called electors, who are selected by the voters in each 
state. This group officially elects the president and the vice president of the 
United States.  

7 
  

A new party formed by a dissident faction within a major political party. 
Often, splinter parties have emerged when a particular personality was at 
odds with the major party.  

9   A document drawn up at each national convention, outlining the policies, 
positions, and principles of the party.  

10   Voters who frequently swing their support from one party to another.  
11   Rewarding faithful party workers and followers with government 

employment and contracts.  
12   Those members of the general public who identify with a political party or 

who express a preference for one party over another.  
14   Linking oneself to a particular political party.  
20   A number of votes cast for a candidate that is greater than the number of 

votes for any other candidate but not necessarily a majority.  
22 

  
A phenomenon that occurs when a group that is becoming more numerous 
over time grows large enough to change the political balance in a district, 
state, or country.  

 

 


