
ESL 6A Syllabus Fall 2018, LAMC 
COLLEGE ESL VI: WRITING AND GRAMMAR, 6 units 
August 27 to December 10, 2018 

Final: December 10, 10am to 12noon                 Holidays: September 3, November 12 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 8:50am-12noon, CSB 101 

Class number: 12968 

 

Instructor: Michael Climo, 818 364 7693, climomj@lamission.edu 

Office hours:   

Mondays: 8:30-8:50am, 12-1pm, CSB 101 or Instructional Building Faculty Office 3 

Tuesdays: 8:30-8:50am, 12-12:30pm, CAI 231 or Instructional Building Faculty Office 3 

Wednesdays: 8:30-8:50am, 12-1pm, CSB 101 or Instructional Building Faculty Office 3 

Thursdays: 8:30-8:50am, 12-12:30pm, CAI 231 or Instructional Building Faculty Office 3 

also 

Thursdays 4:45-6pm, Bungalow 9 or Instructional Building Faculty Office 3 

if these hours don’t work, please make an appointment 

 

 

Course description: Students learn written composition, grammar, and critical reading 
skills to prepare for college work. The emphasis is on writing based primarily on critical 
reading and interpretation / analysis. Students will be introduced to appropriate citation 
and basic bibliographic citations. Advanced grammar and mechanics are emphasized. 
Required: 8 to 10 writing assignments, including at least 4 essays of 400-600 words. 

Prerequisite: Appropriate placement or completion of ESL level 5A. 

 

 

There are no required books for this course. However, students will need to print 
several PDF articles and many other worksheets, approximately 300 pages. 

 

 

 



ESL 6A Course Objectives 
1. Writing 
a. Diagram and prepare outlines for choosing, narrowing and expanding topics in 
writings. 
b. Evaluate, compare, and contrast essay structures. 
c. Compare, contrast, and create essays in a variety of patterns, including 
argumentation, cause and effect, classification, comparison and contrast, problem / 
solution, and /or process. 
d. Compose body paragraphs with well-focused topic sentences, specific details, 
appropriate supporting evidence, and transitions that connect ideas within and between 
body paragraphs. 
e. Revise and examine writings. 
f. Compose formal papers and essays with a minimum of 400 words that state opinions 
about, summarize and analyze reading materials. 
 
2. Reading and Vocabulary 
a. Summarize, analyze, and synthesize main points of texts. 
b. Assess and examine inferences in texts. 
c. Compare and contrast word forms of academic vocabulary. 
d. Criticize, evaluate, and examine expository texts and fiction at the low-advanced 
level, including whole, unabridged books, media articles, and/or textbooks. 
 
3. Punctuation and Spelling 
a. Assess the use of English punctuation marks and common spelling patterns. 
b. Employ English punctuation conventions and spelling rules in writings. 
 
4. English Grammar  
a. Evaluate, examine and compose complex sentences. 
b. Compare various reporting verbs. Compose sentences with reporting verbs. 
c. Contrast and examine most verb tenses in English. 
d. Create sentences using modals in various tenses. 
e. Employ passive verbs in many verb tenses and with modals. 
f. Employ real and unreal conditionals in sentences. 
 

 

Student Learning Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will 

1) produce writing that incorporates advanced grammatical structures. 
2) produce a 400 word essay on an academic topic which is well-organized and which 

adequately supports a thesis.  
3) edit their own writing to correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors. 
 



Grading: To pass this course, a student will need 75% of the total points: 

   In-class Essays: 600 points 

After the first few weeks, there will be essays every Monday.  

   Home Essays: 600 points 

These essays will normally be rewrites and improvements of in-class essays, including 
the addition of outside information and ideas using the MLA format. 

   Mid-term Essay: 100 points 

   Final In-class Essay: 200 points 

   Grammar Quizzes and tests: 200 points 

The exact dates of Grammar Tests will be given at least 2 weeks in advance. However, 
grammar quizzes can be announced or unannounced. 

   Participation writings and activities: 200 points 

At the beginning of the semester, there will be several warm-up writings that will help 
me see how you can improve your writings. Throughout the semester, you will be 
participating in grammar learning activities. 

Reading and Other Homework: 100 points 

Writing summaries, paraphrases and explanations of the main ideas in readings in short 
paragraphs will help you with using outside sources in your writings. There will also be 
rewrites and expansions of the initial participation writings and grammar activities to be 
completed at home. 

 

Major Assignments and Basic Schedule 

 We will be reading many different articles on major topics and ideas that you will 
write about, discuss and learn in this course. Most will be available on Michael Climo’s 
website at LAMC, which you can download and view. We will not be reading and 
focusing on every page and aspect in the readings, but instead on specific sections or 
main meanings in the readings. Other readings will come from free ebooks available 
through the library at LA Mission College. You will be able to access and download the 
chapters from those books for free as a student at LAMC. All of these readings can be 
printed or just downloaded; it is your choice.  

 

You are expected to learn how to edit your own grammar, punctuation, and ideas in 
your writings. Never think that what you write cannot be improved. All good writers know 
editing is almost never done. 

 



Some editing symbols I will use: 

V (on top of word)= verb issue (tense, active / passive, gerund, infinitive, participle) 

A BIG V between words = missing word or words 

W = word issue (word choice, word form, word order, collocation) 

UNCL = unclear area from translating from your language or just how it is 

P = punctuation problem 

RO / Super RO = run-on or very long run-on, too many ideas in a sentence 

SP = spelling, including capitalization 

SEE ME = see your teacher during office hours 

(often there will be an underlined area or bracketed area with an editing symbol on top) 

 

 

Students are expected to abide by the college's General Policies in the Schedule of 
Classes. It is your responsibility to understand and follow these policies. It is especially 
important to understand that academic dishonesty is a major issue for students. Write 
your own writings; do your own work. Don’t copy sentences or ideas without citing them. 
Never have other people complete your assignments! 

Policy on Academic Dishonesty  

Academic dishonesty is defined as “Dishonesty, such as cheating, or knowingly 
furnishing false information to colleges” (Student Code of Conduct §9803.12). The 
consequences for academic dishonesty can be determined by the instructor and/or with 
the assistance of the Vice President Student Services, or designee. Although the facts 
and circumstances surrounding each incident of alleged academic dishonesty may 
differ, basic examples of academic dishonesty include:  

• Copying answers from another student during in-class or online exams and handing 
them in as one’s own.  

• The use of notes, books, dictionaries, or other references during an in-class or online 
exam that are not authorized by the instructor.  

• Signing one’s name to an official college document for another not present in class, in 
a lab, or for any other reason. 
 

The college provides numerous services for students with special needs through the 
Disabled Students Programs and Services. If you are disabled, welcome to my class. 
Let me know how I can assist you. 


