
ESL 6B, College ESL VI: Reading and Vocabulary Syllabus Spring 2018 
Class number 14204, Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:55pm to 8:20pm in CSB 207 

 

Instructor: Michael Climo,  818.364.7693,  climomj@lamission.edu 

Office hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 8:15-8:45am / 12:00-12:40pm / 5:45-6:50pm; Tuesdays 5:45-6:50pm.     

Location: Faculty office area in the Instructional Building (INST) #3. Available for appointments. 

 

Course description: This course focuses on advanced reading and vocabulary development for students whose 

first language is not English. Students will read high interest fictional and non-fictional books and materials at an 

advanced ESL level. 

 

Books:  A Nation Created: the war for American Independence, by Mark Thomas, isbn: 9781591942450 

 A Nation Divided: the American Civil War, by Mark Thomas, isbn: 9781591942481 

 Laughter and Chills: Seven Great Stories, isbn: 9781591940401  

 

 

Course Objectives:  

1. Compare fictional books for advanced ESL students.  

 a. Analyze books. Evaluate books. 

 b. Compare and contrast characters in fictional books. Construct character analyses. Evaluate character 

     analyses. 

 c. Identify theme and message of fictional books. Relate theme of books to life. Evaluate theme and 

     message for personal life. 

 d. Contrast correct and incorrect summaries. Create summaries and paraphrases of sections of     

     readings. Evaluate summaries and paraphrases. 

 

2. Examine non-fictional reading materials. Evaluate non-fictional reading materials. 

 a. Locate general information. Analysis of general information in non-fictional texts. Appraise information 

     read. 

 b. Recognizing opinions. Differentiate explicit and implicit opinions. Evaluate and compare opinions. 

     Create personal response opinions. 

 c. Explain summarizing and paraphrasing. Practice summarizing and paraphrasing. Analysis of     

     summaries and paraphrases. Evaluate summaries and paraphrases. 
 

3. Collect advanced ESL words to advance vocabulary development. Diagram word meanings with semantic 

concept maps and word webs. 

 a. Practice using advanced ESL vocabulary from lists given. Categorize vocabulary. Construct    

     advanced word webs. Evaluate word meaning with semantic concept maps. 

 b. Analyze word forms. Create word webs with various word forms. Compare word forms. Compose 

     sentences with word forms. 

 c. Identify 8 parts of speech. Evaluate the part of speech for individual words. Question word usage to 

     identify part of speech. 

 d. Locate collocations in sentences with advanced grammar. Examine collocation usage. Compare 

     collocations. Construct sentences with collocations for vocabulary words studied. 

 

 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

#1 analyze and use vocabulary at a high-advanced level 

#2 paraphrase and summarize high-advanced level texts 

#3 evaluate the major elements of fiction at a high-advanced level 

 



A tentative schedule for the class will be given on the second week of class. 

 

 

Grading: To pass ESL 6B, you will need more than 70% of the total points for the course. 

 25% for Vocabulary Quizzes 

 25% for Reading Quizzes 

 20% for Reading Summaries / Responses 

 15% for Participation 

 15% for Vocabulary Homework 

 

 

 

This course is graded credit / no credit. There is a limit of 3 attempts on this course. 

 

 

 

Final: May 29  No Class: March 29, April 3 & 5 (Spring Break) 

 

 

 

Students are expected to abide by the college's General Policies in the Schedule of Classes. It is your 

responsibility to understand and follow these policies. 

 

 

 

The college provides numerous services for students with special needs through the Disabled Students 

Programs and Services. If you are disabled, welcome to my class. Let me know how I can assist you. 

 


