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History 011. Exam #1 Grading Rubrics.  
LAMC Summer 2016 

 
College Essay: 50 points  

 

  
 

Introductory 
paragraph  
10 pts  

Thesis 
statement    

Poor (D/F) 

The 
introduction 
does not clearly 
state the topic, 
and/or no thesis 
statement is 
present.    

Fair (C)  

The introduction 
states the topic 
and includes a 
thesis statement, 
but the thesis is 
either flawed or 
does not provide 
a preview of the 
main points of 
the essay.    

Good (B) 

The introduction 
clearly states the 
topic and includes an 
adequate thesis 
statement that 
provides a preview 
of the main points of 
the essay.  

The thesis statement 
is clear and 
addresses the topic, 
but the body of the 
essay (supporting 
points) is weak 
because one or two 
paragraphs lack 
development, unity, 
or coherence.   

.   

Excellent (A) 

The introduction is 
very interesting, 
clearly states the topic 
that will be developed 
in the essay, and 
includes a well-
constructed thesis 
statement that provides 
a preview of the main 
points of the essay.  

Will use dates to 
clarify historical time 
period or era. 

Presents a thesis that 
makes a historically 
defensible  
claim and responds to 
all parts of the 
question.  

  

  

  
Historical 
Content  
20 pts  

Development 
of Ideas    

Historical 
Evidence 

Poor  

The writer is 
unclear about 
the topic he or 
she is writing 
about. The 
discussion is 
not focused.    

Fair  

The writer shows 
an understanding 
of the topic, but 
some ideas are 
not fully 
developed.   

The discussion is 
minimally 
appropriate to the 
topic or question, 
or the essay may 
contain factual 
errors concerning 
the reading(s) 

Good  

The writer has a 
good control of the 
topic he or she is 
writing about.  

Main ideas are 
adequately 
developed.   

This essay is  
factually correct. 

Does not explain 
broader historical 
events, 

Excellent  

The author 
demonstrates a 
superior understanding 
of the topic he or she 
is writing about.  

Main ideas are fully 
developed.  This essay 
is factually correct. 

Situates the argument 
by explaining the 
broader  
historical events, 
developments, or 
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assigned for the 
essay, or the 
response to the 
documentation 
requirement is 
incomplete. 

developments, or 
processes to fully 
develop the essay.   

processes  
immediately relevant 
to the question. 
  
Addresses the topic of 
the question with 
specific  
examples of relevant 
evidence. 

 
Conclusion  
5 pts    

Poor  

The essay does 
not contain a 
detailed 
conclusion 
restating the 
thesis or main 
points.  

The essay ends 
with the reader 
doubting the 
viewpoint of 
the author. The 
meaning of the 
discussion is 
not clear.    

 

Fair  

The essay has 
a conclusion 
restating the 
thesis or main 
points. The 
reader is not 
completely 
convinced as 
the conclusion 
is not fully 
clear.    

Good  

The essay has a 
detailed conclusion 
restating the thesis 
or main points. Little 
doubt is left in the 
reader's mind.    

Excellent  

The essay has a 
detailed conclusion 
restating the thesis or 
main points and 
wrapped up the paper 
satisfactorily. The 
reader is fully 
convinced by the 
author's argument.    

Writing 
Style 15 pts 

Organization 

Grammar 

Spelling    

Poor  

The paper lacks 
internal 
paragraph 
coherence.  

Some ideas do 
not relate to the 
thesis and/or a 
few paragraphs 
lack topic 
sentences.    

Fair  

The paper, at 
times, does not 
flow smoothly 
from 
paragraph to 
paragraph.  

A few topic 
sentences are 
either general 
or flawed.    

The essay 
contains 
several 
sentence 
writing errors, 

Good  

Proper 
transitions are 
used. Every 
paragraph 
contains a clear 
topic sentence.  

Ideas flow 
logically from 
one paragraph to 
the next. 

The essay 
contains 
minimal (1-2) 
errors in overall 
sentence 

Excellent  

Excellent 
transitions and 
topic sentences are 
used in the paper 
to guide readers 
through the 
progression of 
ideas.  

Readers can see 
how one idea is 
developed from 
the previous one.  

The essay contains 
no errors in 
grammar, 
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such that 
clarity is 
impacted. 

No citations.  

structure 
(parallelism, 
fragments, run-
ons, or comma 
splices), 
including those 
sentences with 
direct 
quotations.   

A few citations 
are used 
throughout the 
essay.   

punctuation, 
syntax, mechanics, 
and usage.  

Citations are used. 

 
College Essay 

Explanation of Grade Earned 
 
  
Score Content Organization Development Use of Language 

A 
Score 
45-50 
points  

Answer is 
appropriate to the 
question.   
 
Content is 
factually correct. 

Clear sense of 
order.  Begins with a 
thesis or topic 
sentence.   
Supporting points are 
presented in a logical 
progression. 

  

Develops each point with 
many specific details.   
 
Answers question 
completely. 
 
Analysis of primary 
sources from Voices of 
Freedom. Historical 
context is used to develop 
primary sources.  
 
Provides analysis of 
primary sources.  

Uses historical 
terminology 
appropriately and 
correctly.   
 
No major 
grammatical or 
spelling errors. 
 
Citations are clear 
and present 
throughout the 
essay.  
 
 

B 
Score 

40-44 

 

Answer is 
appropriate to the 
question.  Content 
may have one or 
two factual errors. 

May lack a thesis 
sentence.  
 
Points are presented 
in a logical 
progression. Topic 
sentences are not 
clearly defined.  
 
Use of historical 
evidence is clear and 
organized throughout 
the essay.  

Each point supported with 
some details and 
evidence.   
 
All important points 
included. 
 
Minimal use of primary 
sources from Voices of 
Freedom.  
 
Analysis of sources is not 
clear or is unorganized 
with writing style.  

Accurate word 
choice.  No more 
than 2 major 
errors and a few 
minor errors. 
 
Citations are not 
clear or are 
unorganized.  



	 4	

C 
Score 

35-39 

Content relates 
peripherally to the 
question; contains 
significant factual 
errors. 

Logic of argument is 
minimally 
perceivable.  Points 
presented in a 
seemingly random 
fashion, but all 
support argument. 
Topic sentences are 
unorganized. Writing 
does not support 
college-level writing.  

  

Sparse details or 
evidence.   
 
Question only partially 
answered. 
 
Sporadic use of primary 
sources; does not provide 
analysis or citations.  

Ordinary word 
choice; use of 
historical 
terminology 
avoided.  Some 
serious errors (but 
they don’t impair 
communication). 
 
Citations are not 
clear or student 
did not provide 
adequate citations.  

D 

34- 

Content unrelated 
to question. 

Lacks clear 
organizational 
plan.  Reader is 
confused. 

Statements are 
unsupported by any detail 
or 
explanation.  Repetitious, 
incoherent, illogical 
development. 

Limited 
vocabulary; errors 
impair 
communication. 
 
Evidence of 
unoriginal work.  

 
 
 
 

  
	


