
Online DC1 - Rules of the Road for finishing DC1 as an online class: 

HOW WE WILL DO THIS 

1. Attendance will be based on work completed and turned in on time. 

2. You must show up and take the Final Exam on June 5th with the rest of class. You do not need 

to take the Quiz that will come before the Final Exam. 

3. You must keep up with the all the work listed on the syllabus. This change in your attendance 

does not excuse you from being responsible for all the content of the class, which you can 

follow/keep up with by using the course schedule in your syllabus. 

4. THE ASSIGNMENT: For each class that you do not attend at 7:15 AM on M/W, you are to email 

me and the other people in this group one 10-sentence paragraph using the sentences I 

provide as your topic sentence for each paragraph. That means if you skip all remaining classes 

till the Final Exam, you will write 6 paragraphs in total, 2 per week. 

5. I will post the topic sentence prompts on my webpage under the tab “DC 1 Online” each week 

sometime between Wednesday and Thursday. The first prompt will be posted by 5/4/17. 

6. Each paragraph is due the day before the class takes place. So, the paragraph for each Monday 

class is due by Sunday night, and the paragraph for each Wednesday class will be due by the end 

of Tuesday night. Of course, you can send them both in at the same time any day before Sunday 

night, and then you are done for that week. 

7. If I am not happy with your paragraph (too short, ungrammatical, etc.), I will send it back to 

you for a rewrite. However, if you satisfy all requirements for doing this “online” portion of 

the class with what you submit, you will be good to go.   

 

HOW TO WRITE THE PARAGRAPH  

8. The first thing you should do is take the topic sentence and “brain storm” on it. Write down 

everything that occurs to you. Don’t worry about being organized, or writing with good 

grammar, or even being polite. JUST SPILL YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE PAGE.  

9. The second thing that you need to do is read and reread OUTLOUD what you “brain stormed,” 

and shape your thoughts the way a sculptor puts her hands to clay, manipulating, squeezing, 

making it tighter here, more open there, slowly discovering what the thing is supposed to be. 

When you are writing well, there is always some level of wonder and discovery in it. Find your 

way into the thing by making more and more sense out of it. Shape the thing, turn it over and 

around to get every angle as perfect as you can. Your tools in this endeavor are the grammar 

rules you learned these few months; your instincts are your guide for how and where to apply 

those tools.  

10. The third thing you need to do is make sure that the following requirements are met with each 

paragraph you complete: 

a. In each paragraph, the first sentence of your paragraph must be the topic sentence that 

I provide. That means that you will have a minimum of nine sentences to add to that 

(You can write more if you need to or even go to a second paragraph). 

b. A minimum of one compound sentence and one complex sentence per paragraph 



c. Use of either a noun in apposition, or a transitional expression per paragraph (or both, if 

you need to). 

d. One of the two paragraphs per week needs to have a Relative Clause (textbook refers to 

it as an Adjective Clause). 

11. When you send in your paragraph, you need to mention in a separate note, what you are 

attempting to do. For example, you might write:  

NOTE: In paragraph #1, I used two complex sentences, one compound sentence, and one TE.  

In paragraph #2, I used one compound, one complex, one noun phrase in apposition, and 

a relative clause. 

 

 

Below you will find a few examples of how you might want to combine structural elements 

within a sentence or two. I am not expecting you to necessarily write with this level of 

complexity; I just want you to see what is possible so you have a sense of how to experiment as 

you go. You already know how to write Compound and Complex Sentences, so I am emphasizing 

in these examples the other elements that you have learned this semester. 

 

Have fun with this; be courageous. How do you do that? Well, whatever you write about, make 

sure that you care – it’s a lot easier to write about things that are, in some way, moving to you. 

And, absolutely, read OUTLOUD everything you write. Always do this; always do this several 

times. Listen to your own words, your own thoughts, and rewrite anything that sounds 

awkward, or imprecise, or redundant. Keep doing this till it sounds so good you’d swear 

someone else wrote it.  

 

Example with Relative Clause:  
 

           NS                                         Relative Clause 
The person in charge, who happens to be a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, will be doing today’s 
demonstration. 

 
Example with Relative Clause and a Noun (or Noun Phrase) in Apposition:  
 

        NS   appos                                   Relative Clause 
John Andrews, the person in charge, who also happens to be a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, will 
be doing today’s demonstration. 

 
Example with Relative Clause, Noun in Apposition, and a Transitional Expression:  
 

John Andrews, the person in charge, who also happens to be a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, will  
                                                                                    TE 
be doing today’s demonstration. On Friday, however, Fay Hong will do the demo; she is fully 
prepared for that. 
 

 

 


