
Using the Dictionary 

Word usage can make you look intelligent and confident—or downright stupid! 
Words used correctly with the intended connotations add enlightenment. 

Their structure allows the writer to appear as one "in the know," one who is 
believable. 

But words can also cause users to lose credibility in 
the eyes of the reader. For example, the following is 
from a California newspaper: 

"Members of California HMOs spend far less time 
in the hospital than in Cincinnati." 

—from James J. Kilpatrick, "Mrs. Malaprop's Mangled 
Prose Set a President" 

Q. What should you do if 

you catch your dog eating 

your dictionary? 

A. Take the words right out 

of his mouth. 

"Chester Morrill, 92, Was 

Fed Secretary" 

—Headline in the Washington 

Post, 4/21/78 

"Prevent injuries to baby—

microwave safely" 

—Secondary headline in The 

Patriot News, 12/6/92 

In addition, words incorrectly used make the writer 
totally unbelievable, even hinting of dishonesty. For 
example, the following sign seen advertising used cars: 

"Used cars. Why go elsewhere to be cheated? 
Come here first!" 

This book will enable you to be a better user of 
words. Among the many helpful reference books avail-
able, the dictionary should generally be consulted first. 
Proper use of the dictionary will help you succeed in 
your courses as well as in your personal and profession-
al endeavors. This chapter focuses on the use of the 
dictionary through a number of short, easily digested 
exercises. 

Learning Goal 
Upon completing the lessons in Chapter 1, you should be able to use the dic-
tionary with ease to locate main entries, phonetic pronunciations, parts of 
speech, definitions, and spellings of words. 

Dictionary Terminology 
Page 3 illustrates part of a dictionary page. Study this illustration and locate 
the following items to familiarize yourself with your dictionary. 
✓ Guide Words. The guide words, printed at the top of each page, indi-

cate the span of words contained on the two facing pages by giving the 
first word listed on the left-hand page and the last word listed on the 
right-hand page. Some dictionaries, however, print guide words at the 
top of each page for that particular page. 

✓ Main Entry. The main entry is the word to be pronounced and defined. 
This word appears in bolder print than does the definition. 

✓ Root Word. A root word is a short word from which other words are 
formed. Prefixes and suffixes, which generally change the meaning of 
the root word, are commonly added to root words to form new words. 

✓ Syllable. A syllable is the part of a word usually pronounced or spelled 
as a unit. Most dictionaries break the main entry into syllables by spac-
ing or by a dot inserted between syllables. 
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5. Pronunciation. The phonetic equivalent of the main entry is given in 
parentheses following the main entry. By using the key supplied in the 
front of each dictionary, you can determine the correct pronunciation of 
any main entry. Some words have more than one pronunciation. Many 
dictionaries list a partial pronunication key on most pages as well as at 
the beginning. 

6. Accent Marks. Within the phonetic transcription given in parentheses 
after each main entry of words having more than one syllable, you will 
see one or more accent marks. Primary stress—the way in which one 
particular syllable is pronounced with more emphasis than the others—
is shown by a dark accent mark (') following the stressed syllable. Sec-
ondary stress—the way in which another syllable is pronounced with 
somewhat less emphasis than the primary syllable—is shown by a lighter 
accent mark (') following the syllable. Unmarked syllables are not 
stressed in pronunciation. 

7. Definition. The bulk of the material within a dictionary entry is the def-
inition section. Each dictionary has a different pattern, so you should 
check your dictionary's approach. Some dictionaries give the most com-
mon definition first, whereas others give the oldest definition first and 
then proceed to the most common Generally, an explanation is provided 
in the introductory remarks indicating the procedure used. 

8. Part of Speech. The part of speech of the main entry is indicated by an 
abbreviation following the pronunciation. If the main entry can function 
as more than one part of speech, more than one abbreviation is given. 
Each definition is listed under its appropriate part-of-speech abbreviation. 

In addition, the dictionary entry often provides other information. The 
following terms will be found in most, but not all, dictionaries. You will find 
them helpful as you use the dictionary. 

9. Synonym. A synonym is a word having the same meaning or nearly the 
same meaning as another word. 
(Items labeled 9a through 9c are not included in the illustration on page 
3. However, you should be able to recognize them if they appear in your 
dictionary.) 

9a. Antonym. An antonym is a word meaning the opposite of another word. 
9b. Prefix. A prefix is a syllable, syllables, or a word placed at the begin-

ning of a root word to change the meaning of the root word or to form 
a new word. 

9c. Suffix. A suffix is a syllable, syllables, or a word placed at the end of 
a root word to change the meaning of the root word or 
to form a new word. 

The dictionary also provides specialized informa-
tion on words and their etymologies (the manner in 
which words have evolved through time) and guides on 
their singular and plural forms. 

"Man-eating surgeon found 

on Elk River Beach" 

—Headline in The Manner 

(Elkton, Maryland) 9/7/90 
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0 country I courtier 

0 coun try 	n pl. 	adj. —n. 1 land, 
region, or district: The country around the 
mining town was rough and hilly. 2 all the land ® of a nation. 3 land where a person was born or 
is a citizen. 4 people of a nation. 5 land outside 
of cities and towns; rural district. 6 the public; 
the body of voters. —adj. 1 of the country; in 
the country; rural. 2 like th6 country.[< Old 
French contree < Medieval Latin contrata 
region lying opposite < Latin contra against] 

I I country club, club in country near a city. It has a 
clubhouse and facilities for outdoor sports. 

country cousin, a countrified relative pleased but 
confused by things in the city. 

coun try-dance (lam' dan , n. dance in which 
partners face each o er in o long lines. 

coun try fled (lcunlfe fi adj. countrified. 

the bon and presen for payment. 	nch 
< coupe to cut] —co ' pon less ha 

(cerij), g 1 meeting d 	r without 
fear; bravery; fearlessness. See s onym study 
below. 	2 have the cour ge of one's 
convictions, act as one belie 	one should. f< 
Old French corage <cuerh 	< Latin cor] 

$.0t: 1 Courage,, bravery mean fearlessness. 
Courage applies to moral strength that makes a 
person face any danger, trouble, or pain steadily U 
and without showing fear: The pioneer women 
faced the hardAhAlhewestward trek with 
courage. Bravery applies to a kind of courage 
that is shown by bold, fearless, daring action in 
the presence of danger: They owed their lives to 
the bravery of the fireman. 

cou ra geous (ke ra -  jes), adj. full of courage; 
brave; fearless. See brave for synonym study. 
—cou ra geous ly. adv. 

The following dictionary entry appears in the Thorndike-Barnhart Stu-
dent Dictionary. 

Did you successfully locate each of the numbered terms defined on the 
preceding page? 

You'll also note additional circled numbers in the illustration. Although 
not necessary to successful dictionary use, these features can help you as you 
gain additional information that will improve your vocabulary: 

10. Singular and Plural Forms. If the main entry 
does not become plural by adding -s or -es, the 
notation pl. is shown in parentheses followed by the 
accepted plural form. 

11. Subentry. A subentry is a word or an expression 
that not only uses the main-entry word but also con-
tains a special meaning of its own, often unrelated 
to the main entry. When the subentry appears in a 
dictionary, it is generally placed within the main 
entry's definition. Other examples of subentries include on the money 
(main entry: money) and pull out all the stops (main entry: stop). 

12. Run-On Entry. A run-on entry is printed in small bold-faced type and 
lists undefined words. These words assume the meaning of the main 
entry plus the meaning of the suffix. For example, the word courageously 
is a run-on entry of the entry courageous. 

13. Illustrative Sentence. Illustrative sentences are printed in italics fol- 
lowing a specific definition to show how the entry word is used with a 
particular meaning. Usually the sentence fits the specialized meaning of 
the preceding definition and does not pertain to other definitions of the 
entry word. 

"Cost of Killing Predators Is 

Double the Amount Needed 

for Farmers" 

—from Kaysville Today 

(Utah), 10/17/90 
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Identifying Phonetics 
The phonetic equivalent of each entry is enclosed in parentheses following 
each main entry, identifying how the word is pronounced. 

Grab your dictionary and open the front cover. To locate your dictio-
nary's full pronunciation key, consult the Table of Contents. The key may be 
inside the front cover, somewhere in the introductory pages, or on the page 
immediately preceding the first page of the body of the dictionary. Refer to 
this key as you continue reading this page. 

Notice that each consonant listed by itself has only one sound. For exam-
ple, in pronunciation, t is always t, although the sound varies when used with 
other combinations. For example, t is pronounced differently in tight than it 
is in a word with th, such as that Likewise, s has one sound, but it has a 
slightly different pronunciation when combined with the h to produce the sh 

sound. 
Notice that some consonants are not listed in the key to pronunciation. 

Although you will find ch, you won't find c. The reason is c does not have 
a sound of its own; it assumes the sound of k or s, such as cat (k) and cent 
(s). As a result, you will not find c in the phonetic pronunciation. Two other 
consonants—q and x—also do not have their own phonetic equivalents. 

Vowels, however, are entirely different. Depending on the key used by 
your dictionary, vowels may have more than three sounds. Above most vow-
els, you will find a diacritical marking that indicates your dictionary's defi-
nition of that vowel's sounds. To the right, you will locate illustrative words 
indicating how that vowel and its corresponding diacritical mark are used in 
your dictionary. Since dictionaries vary, you will need to understand the 
method your dictionary uses. 

In addition to the individual sounds represented by the vowels and con-
sonants, the phonetic alphabet uses digraphs and diphthongs. 

Digraphs. Two letters used together to create a single sound comprise a 
digraph. Examples include wh in white, ea in each, gh in enough, and ng 

in ring. 

Diphthongs. Two identifiable vowel sounds coming in immediate sequence 
pronounced as one vowel sound comprise a diphthong. Examples include 
ou in house and of in choice. 

Pronounce the following words; then check the phonetic equivalent of 
them in your dictionary: 

rhythm 	 seizure 	 brink 

brown 	 smooth 	 thenceforth 

pharmacy 	 seismograph 	loyal 
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Identifying Parts of Speech 
In speaking and writing the English language, we use eight parts of speech: 
nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, 
and interjections. 

Noun (n.). Indicates a person, place, or thing (such as Kay, New Delhi, or 
computer). Abstract words such as honor, devotion, and ethics are also 
nouns. 

The speaker in Boston said the president was committed to honor 
and integrity. 

Pronoun (pron.). Used in place of a noun, such as I, you, he, she, and they. 

"The company has devoted its resources to improving the productiv-

i 	
ity," said the president in her opening remarks. 

Adjective (adj.). Modifies (gives exact meaning) to a noun, such as beauti-
ful and greatest. Adjectives frequently answer the following questions: What 
kind? How many? What color? 

The energetic young man has done exacting work this gloomy afternoon. 

Verb (v.). Shows the action of the sentence (a subject acting upon an object). 
Examples of verbs include shop, make, and had been. An example of the 
subject-verb-object sentence pattern is: 

The dentist (subject) drilled (verb) her teeth (object). 
Linking verbs, often a form of be, do not show action but join the subject of 
the sentence to a noun or adjective identified with the subject (predicate 
noun): 

June (subject) will be (verb) a dentist (predicate noun). 

Yung raised the window. (subject, verb, object) 
Stan will lie down for a nap after his lunch. (subject, verb, no object) 
Zion Canyon is one of the West's spectacular sights. (subject, link-
ing verb) 
Your advice has been helpful. (subject, predicate adjective) 

Adverb (adv.). Modifies or gives more exact meaning to a verb, another 
adverb, or an adjective. Adverbs usually answer the questions: How? 
When? Where? or To what extent? Examples of adverbs include very, slowly, 
then, and there. 

P 	 Two very beautiful vases are there next to the lamp. 

Preposition (prep.). Shows the relationship between a noun or a pronoun 
and the rest of the sentence by linking the two. Examples of prepositions 
include on, into, upon, and toward. 

Retrieve the folder from the briefcase in my office. 

0 	 Conjunction (conj.). Joins words or word groups together. Examples of 
conjunctions include and, but, and however. 

Do you want chalk or felt pens placed on the chalkboard and the desk? 

Interjection (interj.). Tends to be an isolated word expressing a feeling and 
providing emphasis. It bears no grammatical relationship to the remainder 
of the sentence. Examples of interjections include wow!, ha!, and ouch! 

Ouch! That hurt! 
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Identifying Words With Two Pronunciations 
Many words in the English language function as more than one part of 	 tip 
speech. Occasionally, when the part of speech changes, the pronunciation of 
the word also varies. For example, 

convict v. (kan vikt) prove guilty; convict the person of the crime; n. (kon' 	 Omm.z, 
vikt) person serving a prison sentence; the convict is serving ten years to life 

0az.5 
present v. (pri zent) hand over, give; present an award to the recipient; n. 
adj. (prez' nt) n. gift; give a present; adj. being in place; all present and 
accounted for 

In the first example, convict, the change in pronunciation is made by a 
shift of the accent mark from one syllable to the other. Likewise, in the sec-
ond 

gr"" 
 example, present, as the accent stress also changes, so does the pronun-

ciation of the vowels. 
Check the dictionary entries for the following words, and note how the 

pronunciations change as varying parts of speech are applied: 

address 	duplicate 	perfect 	record 

alternate 	entrance 	product 	subject 
In addition, some words possess two different pronunciations, with both 	 rim  

pronunciations equally correct. Some dictionaries list preferred pronouncia-
tions first, whereas others make no distinction. Examples of words with van-
ant pronunciations include: 

incomparable (in kom' par a bal, in kom' pro bal) 

potato (pa ta' 16, pe Ca' ta) 

rodeo (r6' de 6, ro da -  6) 

Some words are pronounced differently in different geographical regions. 
People native to the western part of the United States tend to pronounce some 
words very differently than do people native to New England or people native 
to the South. The various pronunciations of these words are not incorrect; 
however, some words have a standardized pronunciation as determined by 
the broadcasting industry and some major corporations. ' 

The following words vary according to region, and their pronunciation 
often indicates the region from which the speaker originates: 	 erfl" 

garage (go razh', go raj) 	 Oh" 

neither (ne' Thor, ni' THor) 

pecan (pi kan',, pi kan' pe' kan) 	
Q` 

ing industry and major corporations, but it recognizes that produnciation dif- 

nunciation 	
fits fers 	

0.7* 
 according to region. When in doubt about the correct or first-choice pro-

This text will not be concerned with the standards set by the broadcast- 

 of a word, check your dictionary. 

r® 

1,1 
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Identifying Definitions 
Except to determine correct spelling, the most common reason for consult-
ing a dictionary is to define a word. In your dictionary, the definitions fol-
low the main entry, its pronunciation, and the part-of-speech guides, with the 
definition(s) comprising the bulk of each dictionary entry. 

Regardless of the familiarity of the words you check, you need to know 
the organization your dictionary uses, as explained in its preface. Most dic-
tionaries list the most common meaning first, followed by less frequently 
used definitions. However, some dictionaries still list the definitions accord-
ing to their usage in history. 

In addition to different patterns, two basic dictionaries exist. The 
unabridged dictionary lists every word (except slang, which has its own dic-
tionary) with every known meaning. You'll generally find unabridged dic-
tionaries in your school's library, prominently displayed on special dictionary 
stands. 

The abridged dictionary is smaller than the unabridged and contains the 
words most likely to be needed by the majority of users. The abridged dic-
tionary is one you can carry with you and is most likely to be in your class-
room. As a result, an abridged dictionary may be small enough to fit in your 
purse or large enough to carry with your other books. The abridged contains 
fewer main entries and fewer definitions for each entry than the unabridged. 

When words function as more than one part of speech, definitions are 
grouped according to the part of speech. For example, check the word dupli-
cate in your dictionary. It probably is similar to the following: 

duplicate (pronunciation guides) adj. (1) exactly like something else; 
We have duplicate keys for the front door (2).... v.t. (1) make an exact 
copy of; repeat exactly (2).... 

An illustrative sentence or clause sometimes follows the definition. The 
purpose of this sentence is to make the definition as clear as possible to the 
reader. A semicolon separates the two meanings. This semicolon is used to 
separate two parts of the same definition rather than to indicate two separate 
definitions. 

In the dictionary, transitive verbs (v.t.) are grouped separately from 
intransitive verbs (v.i.). A transitive verb has an object (a person or thing 
to complete the action of the verb). For example, 

You complete your homework now! 

Robin ate an ice cream cone after dinner. 

An intransitive verb, on the other hand, has no object. For example, 

I am going now. 

I rose in astonishment after hearing the news. 

Sample the large number of definitions possessed by some words by tak-

ing a few minutes and checking these common words: 

answer 	dash 	hang 	make 	see 

cause 	force 	low 	off 	 trail 
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Identifying Synonyms And Antonyms 
See and view, think and contemplate, draw and illustrate: These words are 
synonyms because they have basically the same meanings and in most con-
texts can be used in place of each other. 

Hot and cold, fast and slow, black and white: These words are antonyms 
because they possess meanings exactly opposite of each other. In fact, when 
we say synonym and antonym, we are providing an example of an antonym. 
The following discussion provides additional details concerning these two 
forms. 

SYNONYMS 

Most definitions in the dictionary provide limited synonym study since def-
inition study is slightly different from synonym study; however, one word of 
a definition may often be substituted for another. Thus, the study of syn-
onyms is much broader than simply using one word in place of another. The 
main idea behind synonym study is the need to distinguish between like-
nesses and differences in words. 

Most words in the English language have both denotations and connota-
tions. The denotation of a word is its exact, literal meaning. When you add 
ideas, associations, or suggestions to the meaning of a word, you are using 
connotations. For example, the words statesman or stateswoman and the 
word politician have essentially the same denotation. However, both states-
man and stateswoman connote greater dignity because they promote the pub-
lic good; whereas politician, in addition to its literal meaning, or denotation, 
connotes one who runs for office to advance his or her own personal interests. 

To help you distinguish these related likenesses and differences, many 
dictionaries provide a synonym study for words in a special section of the 
main entry following the regular definitions. The purpose of the synonym 
study is to help you avoid the repeated use of a word. Using synonyms will 
make your writing more interesting and less redundant. 

ANTONYMS  

Early in your education, you learned the definition of certain words by study-
ing the word that was opposite in meaning. For example, you learned off is 
the opposite of on. You learned the meanings of certain difficult words 
through the meanings of their antonyms; for example, success is the oppo-
site of failure. You have also learned, and will review in this book, certain 
prefixes such as anti-, dis-, in-, and non- that give an opposite meaning to 
the words to which they are affixed. Thus, antifreeze, disregard, incapable, 
and nonmember contain meanings opposite of freeze, regard, capable, and 
member. 

Studying antonyms helps you refine your language usage and helps you 
choose your words, enhancing your familiarity with denotations and conno- 
tations of words. t  
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E e 
E1  or e (a), n. 1. E's or e's. the fifth letter of 

the English phabet. 
E2  (a), n., pl 's the third tone of the musical 

scale of major. 
e-, prefix form of ex- ,  before consonants 

excep , f, p, q, s, t, as in evaporate, emerge. 
E, 	t or east. 2 Eastern or eastem. 3 

eist nium. 4 English. 
ea., e ch. 

(ech), adj. being one (of two or more 
persons, things, etc.) considered separately 

6 a careful or favorable hearing; attention. 
be all ears, INFORMAL, listen eagerly. 
believe one's ears, credit what one hears. 

a play (a piece of music or a 
m 

	

	instrument) without using written 
usic. b handle (a matter) without adequate 

di um 	- L,--Zi..",0 adj., n., A '-di -  urns or 
(also for 2, 3, 4) -di a. —adj. having a middle 
position, quality, or condition; moderate: of 
medium height. —n. 1 something that is in the 
middle in nature or degree; neither one extreme 
nor the other; middle condition. 2 substance or 
agent through which anything acts; a means: 

art, ratherfiititiediti -dfClibirminiedfia 
Money is a medium of exchange in trading. 
3 substance in which something can live; 
environment Water is the natural medium of 
fish. 4 a nutritive substance in or upon which 
microoganisms are grown for study. 5 liquid 
with which paints are mixed. 6 person through 
whom messages from the spirits of the dead 
are supposedly sent to the living. [< Latin, 
neuter of medius middle] 

medium frequency, (in electronics) a fre-
quency ranging from 300 to 3000 kilocycles 
per second. 

1,11T1-T 

shark2  (shark), n. 1 a dishonest person who 
preys on others. 2 SLANG. person unusually 
good at something; expert: a shark at poker 
—v.i. act or live by preying on others; live by 

[probably < German Schurke 

(shark' skin'), n. 1 fabric made 
from fine threads of wool, rayon, or cotton, 
used in suits. 2 skin of a shark. 3 leather 
made from the skin of a shark. 

sharp (sharp), 	1 having a thin cutting edge 
or 	rat a sharp knife, a pencil with a 
sharp point. 2 having or coming to a point; 
not rounded: a sharp nose, a sharp corner 
on a box. 3 with a sudden change of 
direction: a sharp turn in the road. 4 very 
cold: sharp weather 5 severe; biting: sharp 

I 

4 

Name 	  

Using the Dictionary 
Directions: Identify each circled dictionary entry in the following illustration. Locate the identified part 
in the list below the illustration, and write the corresponding number in the appropriate blank. 

	 Accent mark  	Illustrative sentence   Pronunciation 

	 Compound-word entry  	Main entry   Subentry 

	 Definition  	Part of speech   Syllable 

	 Guide word 
	

Plural form 

Now thumb through your dictionary, and locate an example of each of the following. On the blank line, write 
the page in your dictionary on which you located the example as well as the actual example: 

1. Prefix 

2. Root word 

3. Run-on entry 

4. Suffix 

5. Synonym study 

The template diskette, available by request with this edition of College Vocabulary Building, contains addi-
tional application exercises for most text-workbook exercises. An icon will identify the application number 
of the exercise on the disk to be completed for additional practice to reinforce the concepts presented on that 
page in your text-workbook. 

Complete Exercise 1-1 on the template diskette for additional 
application. 
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Name 	  
Identifying Parts of Speech 
Directions: On each blank line in the following essay, write the abbreviation representing the part of the 
speech of the bold-faced word immediately preceding the blank line. 

Use the following abbreviations to indicate parts of speech: 

n = noun 	pron = pronoun 	adv = adverb 	 prep = preposition 
v = verb 
	 adj = adjective 	conj = conjunction 	interj = interjection 

When the constitution 	 of the United 

States 	was formally 	signed 	in 1787, 

it 	 set forth the nation's most 	 

fundamental 	laws. In 	addition, it 

defined 	the rights 	and liberties 	of 

its citizens. 

Alas! 	Prior 	 to this time, a strong 

	national 	 government had not been estab- 

lished 	since 	the Articles of Confederation 

gave little 	power to a central government. 

Following the war for independence 	, most 

power rested 	with the states. They 	had 

to collect 	taxes, enforce law and 	order, 

pay the public 	debt, and trade 	among 

	themselves 	 

Several prominent people were chief 	moti- 

vators in 	bringing delegates to Philadelphia 

	to revise 	the Articles of Confederation. 

But 	a majority 	of the delegates decided 

instead 	to write a new plan that 	not 

only defined its 	 authority over 	 the 

American 	people but also provided citizens 

their 	constitutional 	rights 	 

The constitution established three branches 

	of government to ensure 	checks and 

balances. The executive 	branch represented 

	by 	the 	president enforces the 

law, the legislative 	branch makes the law, and 

	the judicial branch has the very 	 final 

authority to fully 	interpret the constitution. 

Of the 55 delegates, 39 said "Okay!" 	as 

they placed 	their signatures on the document. 

Additional practice in applying parts of speech is contained in Exercise 
1-4 on the template diskette. 
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Name 	  
Identifying Synonyms and Antonyms 
Directions: Each sentence in this exercise contains a bold-faced word. On the first blank line below 
the sentence, labeled (s), write a synonym for the bold-faced word. On the second blank line, labeled (a), 
write an antonym. 

1. I admire your many attributes and talents. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

2. The contribution was sent by an anonymous donor. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

3. Last year's earnings showed a decrease in profits. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

4. Her recommendation proved effective in solving the company's problems. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

5. I must insist you take the drug test before being hired. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

6. Your reasons for lateness are justified. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

7. The majority of the respondents support your stance. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

8. We'll probably end up requiring mathematics as a prerequisite. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

9. Jonathan is such a responsible person when given an assignment. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

10. We need a serious, mature person for this assignment. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

11. One viable alternative is to shut down the plant. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

12. You may want a new computer, but don't count on getting it. 

	

(s) 	  (a) 	  

ID More practice in writing synonyms and antonyms is located in Exercise 
  1-6 on the template diskette. 
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Review: Using the Dictionary 
I. Dictionary Parts. 

Directions: Open your dictionary and locate the word neglect. Examine carefully the two facing pages on 
which this word is located; on the blank lines that follow, locate and write an example of each of the follow-
ing dictionary entries. 

1. Guide word. 

'10 	
2. Main entry. 

3. Root word. 
'10 

4. Syllable. 

5. Pronunciation. 

6. Accent mark. 

7. Definition. 

8. Part of speech. 

9. Synonym. 

10. Suffix. 

11. Plural form. 

12. Subentry. 

13. Run-on entry. 

14. Illustrative sentence. 

II. Words with Two Pronunciations. 

Directions: On the blank lines that follow each word, write a sentence in which the word is used twice, 
reflecting the two pronunciations of the given word. 

1. alternate 	  

2. entrance 	  

3. perfect 	  

4. subject 	  

5. survey 	  

6. wind 	  
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