
Revolution & Revolutionary Governments 

Three areas of emphasis in this week’s lessons: the war itself, the impact of the war on America and 

the world, and the new governments Americans created for themselves. After the reading, you should 

be able to summarize the war (how did it go? Did America always do well? If not, how did it finally 

win?), analyze the impact of the war (who did it affect most? Who gained and who did not?), and 

generally describe the new governments that emerged.  

Reading: 

Read the Outline carefully; from Johnson and Zinn get only the answers to the questions below. 

 Outline: pages 61-77  

  Johnson: Part 2 “Washington, the War…” through “Citizenship, Suffrage…”  

 Zinn: Chapter 5: A Kind of Revolution 

Homework Questions 

1. Outline gives a fairly typical chronology of the war, including many of the major events. 

Johnson does less of that (and Zinn has almost nothing!), but talks at length about America’s 

advantages and British disadvantages. What does he identify as the reasons America won?  

2. What were the most important consequences of the war, according to each book? 

3. For Outline and Johnson (who generally agree), what principles of/beliefs about government 

guided the creation of the new governments? (Johnson has a lot on this; skim and summarize) 

4. What about Zinn? His title, “A Kind of Revolution,” is slightly sarcastic, meaning that it’s sort-of 

a revolution, but not really. What is his main point in this chapter?  

Lecture Notes 

1. The Revolutionary War 
a. Causes & Justifications 
b. Advantages 
c. Northern Phase 

i. Patriots & Loyalists 
ii. Battle of Bunker Hill 

d. Middle Phase 
i. American Losses 
ii. Battle of Saratoga 

e. Southern Phase 
i. Guerilla Warfare 
ii. British Defeat 

2. Impact of the Revolution 
a. Government 

i. Enlightened Government 
ii. Republics vs Democracies 

b. Demographics 
i. Expansion west 
ii. Indians 

c. Status 

i. African-Americans 
ii. Women 

3. Revolutionary Governments 
a. State Governments 
b. Federalism in America 
c. Articles of Confederation 

i. Successes 
ii. Problems 
iii. Shays’ Rebellion 

d. Creating the Constitution 
i. Issues & Solutions 
ii. Ratification Debate 


