
The Civil War 
This is the story of America’s deadliest war. You should be able to explain what both sides 

expected in the war, and why they thought what they did. In lecture we will discuss how new 

technology made this the first semi-modern war, and how that shaped the outcome. We’ll also 

go over the main events of the war: mistakes made by both sides during the first year; how the 

Anaconda Plan begins to squeeze the south during year 2, turning point battles and the 

emancipation proclamation, and the south’s slow destruction in the final year of war. From the 

reading, focus on what the two authors say about the following: 

 
Reading: 

 Outline: 140-146 

 Johnson: Part 4, sections 7 (“Why the South…”) through 11 (“The Triumph…”) 

 Zinn: Chapter 9, from the start of the War on, and Chapter 10, from the start of the war 

(p 233 in my book) to the end of the war (p 240 in my book) 

 

Homework Questions 

1. Describe the general course of the war: how did it go for the north? For the south? 

Don’t get bogged down in details about individual battles, but generally speaking, who 

was winning? Did it change as the war progressed? Do the two authors agree? 

2. How did the war affect people—civilians and soldiers—in both the north and south? Do 

the two authors agree? 

3. What do you believe was the main reason (or two) that the north won? Do the two 

authors agree? 

 

Outline 

 

I. Expectation & Reality 

A. Expectations & Advantages 

B. “Semi-Modern” War 

II. Year 1: Missteps 

A. Eastern War & the Anaconda Plan 

B. Embargo 

III. Year 2: Anaconda Begins 

A. The West: Grant vs Forts 

B. Naval War: Blockade Begins 

C. The East: Antietam 

D. The Emancipation Proclamation 

IV. The Impact on People 

A. Soldiers 

B. Women and Blacks 

C. Government & Civil Liberties 

V. Year 3: Turning Points 

A. The East: Gettysburg 

B. The West: Vicksburg 

C. Naval: The Blockade 

VI. Year 4: Ending the War 

A. Sherman & Grant 

VII. Consequences of the Civil War  


