
H11 Homework 1: Reconstruction Era 

This chapter covers America’s attempts to rebuild after the Civil War, the single most significant event in all of 

American history. The Civil War was the most painful war Americans ever fought, killing more Americans than 

any other war; more, in fact, than WWI and WWII combined. It created a massive debt and damaged the 

economic infrastructure of the south (although the north’s infrastructure was not hurt). It dramatically 

increased the size and power of the federal government, and redefined the relationship between it and state 

governments. It ended slavery and began discussions about the status of the millions of freemen (ex-slaves).  

As the nation struggled to adjust to the changes created by the war, the government turned its attention to 

rebuilding. But first, a political struggle emerged in Washington D.C. over who would be making the decisions. 

After that question was decided, the government attempted, for about 10 years, to “fix” the problems. 

Eventually, however, Reconstruction ended. And the status of African-Americans declined rapidly thereafter in 

the south, as whites gained control of southern legislatures and created what are called Jim Crow laws. 

PAGES: 

Read carefully: Outline of US history: 146 (starting with the section “With Malice Toward None”)-153 

Skim Zinn: 178 (starting with the end of the war)-193; Johnson 329-337, looking only for the answer to 

question 5 below.  

Homework Questions: Please write (roughly) a paragraph to answer each question. Number your answers. 

1-4. For the 4 main sub-sections in “Outline…” (the big type in bold, including “With Malice Toward None,” 

and ending with “The Civil War and New Patterns…”), please write a one-paragraph summary of that 

section.  That is, tell me the main idea(s) of With Malice Toward None, then in another paragraph, 

the main idea(s) of each succeeding section. 

5. Explain in a paragraph, how Zinn and Johnson present Reconstruction in terms of its successes and

failures. Overall, was it successful? In what ways? In what ways did it fail? 

Lecture Outline 

1. Post-war Problems

a. Political, economic, social

2. Power Struggle

a. Lincoln’s Plan

b. Johnson’s Plan

c. President vs Congress

3. Congressional Recon

a. Military rule

b. Civil rights

c. Freedmen’s Bureau

4. The Reconstructed South

a. Sharecropping



b. Recon governments 

c. Corruption 

d. Resistance 

e. Army vs KKK 

5. End & Aftermath 

a. Election 1876 

b. Jim Crow Era 

6. Evaluation 


