
Optional Paper Topics 
 
For History 11: 
 

1. Explain how Puritan ideas influenced the political, economic, and social development of the 
colonies in New England between the 1630s and the 1660s  

2. How did the American notion of “the ideal woman” evolve over time from the Revolutionary 
Era to the Civil War Era?  

3. In what ways did the Seven Years War (aka the French and Indian War, 1754-63) change 
the relationship between America and Britain in the years from 1740 to 1776?  

4. Assess how much the American Revolution reshaped American society.  
5. Explain the how and why politics changed in the U.S. between the end of the War of 1812 

and 1840. 
6. Analyze the factors that drove North and South apart in the period between 1820 and 1860. 
7. How and why did slavery and the status of free African-Americans change between the 

Revolution and 1830?  
 

For History 12: 
 

1. Assess how successful unions were in achieving their goals of improving the lives of 
workers during the Gilded Age. 

2. Explain Americans’ (and the American government’s) various reactions to immigration 
between 1880 and 1925. 

3. How effective were the Progressive Era reformers who attempted to correct problems in the 
federal government? Where did they succeed and where did they fail?  

4. Analyze the responses of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration to the problems of the 
Great Depression. How effective were these responses? How did they change the role of 
the federal government? 

5. Analyze developments from 1941 to 1949 that created the Cold War between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union. 

6. Analyze how and why the Vietnam War created tensions (social, political, and economic) 
within the U.S. between 1960 and 1975. 

7. Evaluate President Richard Nixon’s responses to the foreign and domestic challenges 
America faced between 1968 and 1974. 


