
Paper Guidelines 

 

Description of assignment: 

 Choose from the list of topics (see the link on the website). I have material (such as snippets from 

primary and secondary documents, images, data, etc.) for each topic and will provide it to you. You 

will be asked to answer a broad question (such as “Discuss the causes of the Civil War”) using the 

documents to support your points in a 1000-word essay. Thus your essay must demonstrate several 

things:  

1. your understanding of the history  

2. your understanding of the documents 

3. your ability to convey your thoughts in writing 

 

 You will use the documents to develop your thesis, explaining as you do that the meaning of the 

documents, how they reflect and illuminate the historical reality of that era, and/or how the 

documents do NOT reflect realities.  

 There are several steps to complete this assignment, and you will be graded on each step individually.  

o Your first assignment will be to research the topic in. You will be graded on your research 

(whether it is relevant and adequate, the quality of your sources and your understanding of the 

different quality sources may have, the clarity of your notes, etc.). FINAL VERSION DUE 

BY MIDNIGHT, FRIDAY OF WEEK 10 

 

o Your next assignment will be to research the documentary material, and once again you will 

be graded on that research. (For the first step, and this one, I will give you a template to use to 

record your research.) FINAL VERSION DUE BY MIDNIGHT, FRIDAY OF WEEK 12 

 

o Once you understand the topic and the documentary material, your next assignment will be to 

outline your essay. A sentence outline that clearly explains what you will say (and what 

evidence you will use to back it up) will be turned in and discussed with me during office 

hours. You will be graded on the content of the paper, the clarity of your ideas, and the 

evidence you use to support your points. FINAL VERSION DUE BY MIDNIGHT, FRIDAY 

OF WEEK 14 

 

o The final assignment is to write the paper. ONLY ONCE YOU HAVE MY APPROVAL OF 

THE OUTLINE SHOULD YOU BEGIN WRITING. You will be graded on this as you 

would for any college paper. I will provide instructions on the format of the paper. FINAL 

VERSION DUE BY MIDNIGHT, FRIDAY OF FINALS WEEK 

 

For each deadline below, you must meet with me on or before that date. Each day late deducts points from 

your grade. I would recommend strongly that you make an appointment during office hours. You may also 

just stop by my office during those times. IF YOU WAIT UNTIL THE LAST DAY, I MAY BE BOOKED 

UP WITH APPOINTMENTS DURING OFFICE HOURS. PLAN AHEAD AND SCHEDULE EARLY. 

 

Important Deadlines 

 

Formatting Requirements: 

• 1,000 words minimum. No maximum. 

• Parenthetical citations. Examples: 

President Obama said, “I will fight until the end.” (www.whitehouse.gov/speeches.html) 

President Obama said, “I will fight until the end.” (Smith, 133) 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/speeches.html


Important Note: Make sure that your paper is YOUR work. Do not borrow from the work of anyone else 

without indicating that you are using a quote. I will be submitting all papers to Turnitin.com, a website that 

does extensive search functions through its database of websites, newspaper and magazine articles, books, 

and papers turned in for review from teachers like me. It’s VERY unlikely that you will find a source that 

Turnitin doesn’t already know about. ANY plagiarism in a paper will result in a total grade of zero, and that 

grade may not be dropped. 


