
Module 1.2  Activity 1 

Martin works for a small store in the mall that makes pretzels.  He recently came up with an idea to create 
a garlic mustard pretzel.  The store manager  is hesitant to offer this type of pretzel because they are not 
sure if their customers will buy it or not.  Martin has had Statistics and offers to take a sample of 
customers and see if he can find approximately what percent of their customers would buy a garlic 
mustard pretzel.  His boss tells him to go ahead, but that they do not have the funds for an expensive 
statistics study.  Martin and his sales team brainstorm to come up with some possible ways to conduct the 
sample.  For each sampling method, write a description of the method and an example of how Martin 
could use that method.  Include how costly you think the method will be and whether or not it will 
represent the population of customers. 

a.  Voluntary Response Sampling 

b.  Random Sampling 

c. Convenience Sampling 

d. Census  

The vice president at a community college wants to offer classes on Saturdays but is not sure if students 
will enroll in the course. He wants to conduct a study.  

a) Write a research question.  

b) Write a description of how each type of survey could be conducted for each of the following 
methods:  

i. Voluntary Response sampling 

ii. Random Sampling 

iii. Convenience Sampling 

iv. Census 

Which method would you choose and why? 

A car manufacturer wants to offer their new model in orange and purple striped color. They are not sure if 
the consumers are ready for this. They decide to conduct study. 

c) Write a research question.  

d) Write a description of how each type of survey could be conducted for each of the following 
methods:  

v. Voluntary Response sampling 

vi. Random Sampling 

vii. Convenience Sampling 

viii. Census 

Which method would you choose and why?  


