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 I have designed this course to give you a greater insight into the history of the United States and Europe 

(mainly, but there will be others), from approximately 1830 to 1930 as well as the present.  

We will be covering at a variety of topics dealing with the Victorian Era and the grotesque in this course, 

including:  

Victorian England, European history, Gothic Art, Poetry, Painting, The US Civil War, World War I, and 

the United States today.  

There are four themes I always use in my Humanities classes:  

1. Man’s relationship to himself  

2. Man’s relationship to his community  

3. Man’s relationship to Nature  

4. The role of undeserved suffering in the human condition.  

However, this class will mainly focus on the first two (the ones in bold). We will be looking at how 

humans have defined themselves in relationship to technology. We will explore how art has changed in 

relationship with new technology as well as how we see ourselves. Specifically, this class will include 

how sex and gender roles have changed over time.  

Ideally, you will be taking notes on the selections that are compiled in the Reader. Along with the notes 

that you should taking in class, you would use them as a reference for completing your papers- the 

Midterm, Final, and your Short Writes.  

The Short Writes should exhibit three primary criteria:  

1. evidence of attentiveness to the text under consideration;  

2. strong textual support for your argument;  

3. an explanation of the significance of the theme you have chosen to focus on.  

 

Short Writes serve as models for the sort of process that should be undergone when you write longer 

essays. In short, you must first read a given text, taking notes and underlining important phrases and 

passages. Then gather and sort out your notes, making sure your focus is clear and sufficiently narrow. 

Finally, you should develop a meaningful and interesting reading of the text. There will be approximately 

five Short Writes over the course of our semester. 


