
HUM 01 – Fall 2017 Final Guidelines 

Finding a topic: Hopefully, something that was interesting for you to learn about, will 

probably be exciting for you to write about. Also, it will probably be exciting for me to 

read. I have a list to choose from, but if you have something else you really want to write 

about, then let me know. 

As indicated in the syllabus, it should be at least 4 pages and no more than 5 pages. This 

does not include a “works cited” section that you need to include. The “works cited” 

doesn’t have to be on a separate sheet of paper, you can just put it after the concluding 

paragraph of your paper. 

You don’t need a cover page. I just need to know who you are and what assignment it is. 

Putting your name in the corner and giving it a title is good enough for me. 

IMPORTANT: None of these sources listed in the “works cited” can be Wikipedia. 

You should choose a subject from something after approx. 1700 AD, since you already 

did your Midterm on something before 1700. But you don’t have to if you don’t want to. 

Although I would prefer it, your subject does not have to be something within the “West” 

(i.e. terracotta warriors of China, or the Pyramids of Egypt). However, if it isn’t, you 

need to compare/contrast it with something from the “West” that is similar to your topic 

that is. 

Paper tips 

Put your thesis and all of your main ideas in your first paragraph. It’s not a mystery 

novel, nobody wants to be surprised and find out your thesis in the middle or at the end of 

your paper. Use your 1
st
 paragraph to tell me what you intend to prove, quickly outline 

how you plan to do it, and then get out. Also, rewrite your introductory paragraph LAST- 

that way you know what you’re paper is about and can shape it to exactly say what it is. 

Have a point of view. Find a theme, or an idea, about your work. For example, “What 

Michelangelo is trying to communicate to the people of Florence through his sculpture 

David is ‘X, Y, and Z’ and here’s why.” Make sure every sentence in your paper always 

connects back to that in some way. If it doesn’t, it will only cloud your argument and 

weaken your paper. 

Don’t use your concluding paragraph to simply restate what your introductory paragraph 

said. Use it to talk about why and what interested you about the subject you’ve chosen. 

Actually, this could be the last 2 paragraphs if you’re that excited about it. Generally 

speaking, it’s not a good idea to talk about yourself in a research paper, but I am 

genuinely interested to hear what motivated you to choose your topic. 

Do. Not. Plagiarize. I’m not expecting groundbreaking work in this paper. I’m just 

trying to find out what your opinion is. It’s okay if your opinions are based on someone 

else’s ideas, just tell me that they are. So, cite every idea or sentence that is not your own. 

Otherwise, you will get an “F”. 

Here are my suggestions similar to the ones posted earlier relating to the 

Midterm. They are as follows: 



1.  Choose 2 works by only 1 of the following artists (none can be ones that 

we’ve discussed in class):  

Painting: Mark Ryden, John Everett Millais, Paul Cezanne, Wassily 

Kandinsky, Louise Bourgeois, Edouard Manet, Mary Cassatt , 

Auguste Rodin, Berthe Morisot, or David Hockney, or Kehinde Wiley 

Photography- Diane Arbus, Cindy Sherman, Edward Weston, or William 

Wegman.   

Poetry- choose 2 (or 3 poems) by only 1 of the following: William Carlos 

Williams, Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost, Sylvia Plath, or Billy Collins.  

For all of the above: based on your research, explain how each work relates to 1 

of the 4 themes that we explore in our class. Do this for each work by the one 

artist you have chosen. Also include how they relate to each other if you see a 

connection between the two. 

I do not want you to choose: 

 
anything listed earlier regarding the Midterm, anything by Frida Kahlo, Diego 

Rivera, Tupac, Biggie, East Coast / West Coast hip-hop, Eminem, as well as 

any works topics that we've covered in class already. Thanks. 

2.  You can choose from one of these movies: Black Orpheus, Throne of 

Blood, Ran, or some other film that may adapt a Western story from a non-

Western culture.  

 

Consider the main character(s) of the film. Write about 1 of the 4 themes of 

our class and how the story of that character relates to the theme that you have 

chosen. What have the filmmakers changed in order to bring in non-

Western cultural elements. Make sure to include how the film is both shot 

and edited to help develop the theme of that film.  

Again, your Final will be on Dec. 12, from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. 

 

Feel free to email me at any time if you have another suggestion. Good luck! 


