
HUM 31 – Fall 2017 Midterm Guidelines 

First off, you don’t need a cover page. I just need to know who you are and what 

assignment it is. Putting your name in the corner and giving it a title is good enough for 

me. 

Finding a topic: Choose one that is interesting for you to learn about, will probably be 

exciting for you to write about. Also, it will probably be exciting for me to read. 

As indicated in the syllabus, it should be approximately 5 pages. This does not include a 

“works cited” section that you need to include. The “works cited” doesn’t have to be on a 

separate sheet of paper, you can just put it after the concluding paragraph of your paper. 

IMPORTANT: None of these sources listed in the “works cited” can be Wikipedia. 

You should choose a subject from something after approx. 1830 until something before 

1940. This is roughly the timeframe that we’ve covered through the Midterm. 

Paper tips 

Put your thesis and all of your main ideas in your first paragraph. It’s not a mystery 

novel, nobody wants to be surprised and find out your thesis in the middle or at the end of 

your paper. Use your 1
st
 paragraph to tell me what you intend to prove, quickly outline 

how you plan to do it, and then get out. Pro tip: write your final version of the 

introductory paragraph LAST, that way you know exactly what your paper is about. 

Have a point of view. Find a theme, or an idea, about your work. For example, “What 

Michelangelo is trying to communicate to the people of Florence through his sculpture 

David is ‘X, Y, and Z’ and here’s why.” Make sure every sentence in your paper always 

connects back to that in some way. If it doesn’t, it will only cloud your argument and 

weaken your paper. 

Don’t use your concluding paragraph to simply restate what your introductory paragraph 

said. Use it to talk about why and what interested you about the subject you’ve chosen. 

Actually, this could be the last 2 paragraphs if you’re that excited about it. Generally 

speaking, it’s not a good idea to talk about yourself in a research paper, but I am 

genuinely interested to hear what motivated you to choose your topic. 

Do. Not. Plagiarize. I’m not expecting groundbreaking work in this paper. I’m just 

trying to find out what your opinion is. It’s okay if your opinions are based on someone 

else’s ideas, just tell me that they are. So, cite every idea or sentence that is not your own. 

Otherwise, you will get an “F”. 

 

  



Here are your choices for a topic for your Midterm. Choose only 1: 

1.  Choose 2 works by only 1 of the following artists from this list:  

Berthe Morisot, Vincent Van Gogh, Rene Magritte, Thomas Hart Benton, 

Jean Arp, Edouard Manet, Mary Cassatt, Auguste Rodin, Edgar Degas, 

Edward Weston, or Dorothea Lange. 

Based on your research, explain what you believe the works are about and  

how they relate to 1 of the 4 themes that we explore in our class. Do this for 

each work by the one artist you’ve chosen. 

2.  Your subject does not have to be something within the “West” (i.e. Japanese 

woodcut prints, or African masks). However, you need to compare/contrast it 

with something from the “West” that is similar to your topic that is. 

Appropriate subjects are: 

An artist- write about no more than 2 of his or her works in the paper and 

compare it to a Western artist. 

An artwork- this could be a painting, a play, an opera, a building, a book, a 

sacred space and any other thing I can’t think of right now. Compare it to 

something similar in the Western world. 

3.  Do you have a favorite movie made before 1950 ? (Note: nothing later than 

1950 or I will ding your paper 2 letter grades!) Choose the main character and 

theme of the film. Use 1 of the 4 themes of our class and how the story of that 

character relates to the theme that you have chosen. Make sure to include how 

the film is both shot and edited to help develop the theme of that film.  

4.  There is often a fashion or style that typifies a specific culture or subculture 

(for example, Dandy/ Victorian, Flapper, or Edwardian). Analyze all aspects of 

that culture, including all clothes and body modifications that define that 

culture. Research the origins and analyze how it defines that culture. NOTE: 

choose a style from 1850 to 1950. (Note: nothing later than 1950 or I will ding 

your paper 2 letter grades!) 

Feel free to email me at any time if you have any questions. Good luck! 


