
HUM 31 – Fall 2017 Final Guidelines 

Finding a topic: Anything that is interesting for you to learn, will probably be exciting 

for you to write about. Also, it will probably be exciting for me to read. 

As indicated in the syllabus, it should be 4 pages and no more than 5 pages. This does not 

include a “works cited” section that you need to include. The “works cited” doesn’t have 

to be on a separate sheet of paper, you can just put it after the concluding paragraph of 

your paper. 

You don’t need a cover page. I just need to know who you are and what assignment it is. 

Putting your name in the corner and giving it a title is good enough for me. 

IMPORTANT: None of these sources listed in the “works cited” can be Wikipedia. At 

least two of your sources must be from our reader. 

Paper tips 

Put your thesis and all of your main ideas in your first paragraph. It’s not a mystery 

novel, nobody wants to be surprised and find out your thesis in the middle or at the end of 

your paper. Use your 1
st
 paragraph to tell me what you intend to prove, quickly outline 

how you plan to do it, and then get out. 

Do. Not. Plagiarize. I’m not expecting groundbreaking work in this paper. I’m just 

trying to find out what your opinion is. It’s okay if your opinions are based on someone 

else’s ideas, just tell me that they are. So, cite every idea or sentence that is not your own. 

Otherwise, you will get an “F”. 

Suggested topics 

I am providing suggestions for your Final paper. Choose only one of these to write on, or 

to present to the class. They are as follows: 

A. Modernism/Post-Modernism:  

Choose a work from an artist from 1910-1950. Next, compare the same theme, imagery, 

etc. with an artist you've chosen from 1960- today. How do the works compare/contrast? 

What can you read into the culture of that era?  

Please relate the works to 1 of the 3 main Hum themes: 

1. Man's relationship with self 

2. Man defining himself within society 

3. Man defining himself within relationship to nature 

B. Orientalism: 

A movie that deals with a clash between two cultures. This ties in with the topic of 

Orientalism that we have discussed in class.  



Analyze the main character of the film. Explain why the film illustrates the Hum themes 

used in our class relating to the definition of self (Theme #1) and the conflict with society 

(Theme #2). Make sure to include how the film is both shot and edited to help develop 

the theme of that film.  

Pick only 1 film from the list below to write on from the following choices: 

 Hunt for the Wilderpeople 

 Monsoon Wedding 

 10 Items or Less 

 Mississippi Masala 

 Persepolis 

If you have your own, please run it by me first. Note: superhero films (i.e., Marvel / DC 

universe) are not allowed. I want you to choose a film about everyday humans on earth. 

C. Subcultures: 

Remember the “Taboo” video where people used metal hooks to suspend themselves? 

(Pretty hard to forget!) Is there a specific contemporary culture or subculture that you 

might consider “post-modern”? Analyze all aspects of that culture, including all clothes 

and body modifications that define that culture. Research the origins and analyze how it 

defines that culture.  

D. Additional topic suggestions based on the films “Blow Up” and “Blade Runner” are 

provided for you on a supplemental webpage on my site. 

Make sure you have a topic chosen for the Final- and whether or not you plan to do a 

presentation in place of a Final paper.  

  

Feel free to email me at any time if you have another suggestion.  

 

Quick checklist: 

□ Are you keeping your focus on the Hum themes are you using to discuss your topic? 

□ Do you have 3 academic sources- none of which are Wiki and 1 is from the reader? 

□ Consider asking someone to proof your paper for spelling / grammar. Make sure you 

are breaking your paragraphs into clear subjects of discussion. 

□ Remember to talk about the work as it relates to understanding culture, not just giving a 

plot summary, or what is painting looks like, etc. and leaving it at that without 

explaining why it's relevant to understanding the work as a whole. 

Good luck! 


