
HUM 01 –Fall 2017 Midterm Guidelines 

First off, you don’t need a cover page. I just need to know who you are and what 

assignment it is. Putting your name in the corner and giving it a title is good enough for 

me. 

Finding a topic: Anything that was interesting for you to learn about, will probably be 

exciting for you to write about. Also, it will probably be exciting for me to read. 

As indicated in the syllabus, it should be approximately 5 pages. This does not include a 

“works cited” section that you need to include. The “works cited” doesn’t have to be on a 

separate sheet of paper, you can just put it after the concluding paragraph of your paper. 

IMPORTANT: None of these sources listed in the “works cited” can be Wikipedia. 

Please choose your midterm paper subject as something before approx. 1700 AD. 

Although I would prefer it, your subject does not have to be something within the “West” 

(i.e. terracotta warriors of China, or the Pyramids of Egypt). However, if it isn’t, you 

need to compare/contrast it with something from the “West” that is similar to your topic 

that is. 

Appropriate subjects are: 

An artist- write about no more than 3 of his or her works in the paper. 

An artwork- this could be a painting, a play, an opera, a building, a book, a sacred space 

and any other thing I can’t think of at the open. Believe me, I’m open to anything. 

 

The Glory of Greece and Rome- 3 options (choose just 1) 

1. What role did the gods play in the imagination of the early Greeks? How do the 

stories and legends regarding the Greek gods and their interaction with humans 

reflect the creativity of Greek culture? Choose a few Greek/Roman gods that 

reflect your view and discuss how they help us understand Ancient Greek / 

Roman daily life. 

2. How were women portrayed in Greek society as viewed in a play that you’ve 

chosen? See pages 62 – 68, CH 3 in our reader on Ancient Greece for ideas. 

(NOTE: you cannot choose “Antigone” but use our close reading of the play as 

an example of what I’m looking for in your paper.) Is this picture consistent with 

the view of women during the Golden Age of Athens in the fifth century B.C.E.?  

3.  Choose a work of Greek or Roman art and compare it with one from the 

Renaissance. Discuss how we could understand each society through the work of 

art you've chosen. (NOTE: you cannot choose a work of art we’ve analyzed and 

discussed in class, for example, the statue of Augustus Caesar) 

 



 

4.  Choose 2 paintings by only 1 of the following artists: Albrecht Durer, 

Caravaggio, Johannes Vermeer, Frans Hals, Artemisia Gentileschi, Jan Steen, 

Diego Velázquez, or Judith Leyster.  

 

Based on your research, explain what you believe the painting is about and how it 

relates to 1 of the 4 themes that we explore in our class. Do this for each painting 

by the one artist you have chosen. 

 

Again please don't write on any of the works that we've already discussed (or will 

discuss) in class as examples. That includes the 2 "David" sculptures (Donatello, 

Michelangelo) as well as "Judith Slaying Holofernes" (Donatello). It also includes the 

statue of Augustus- "Pax Romana" / "Pax Augustus". Also, you cannot write on Da 

Vinci’s “Mona Lisa” and “Last Supper”, as well as “Birth of Venus” and “Primavera” 

by Botticelli and the Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo. Thanks. 

 

Paper tips 

Put your thesis and all of your main ideas in your first paragraph. It’s not a mystery 

novel, nobody wants to be surprised and find out your thesis in the middle or at the end of 

your paper. Use your 1
st
 paragraph to tell me what you intend to prove, quickly outline 

how you plan to do it, and then get out. Also write your final draft of your 

Introduction/1
st
 paragraph LAST. That way you know exactly what your paper says and 

then you can include all the relevant information that I mentioned above. 

Have a point of view. Find a theme, or an idea, about your work. For example, “What 

Michelangelo is trying to communicate to the people of Florence through his sculpture 

David is ‘X, Y, and Z’ and here’s why.” Make sure every sentence in your paper always 

connects back to that in some way. If it doesn’t, it will only cloud your argument and 

weaken your paper. 

Don’t use your concluding paragraph to simply restate what your introductory paragraph 

said. Use it to talk about why and what interested you about the subject you’ve chosen. 

Actually, this could be the last 2 paragraphs if you’re that excited about it. Generally 

speaking, it’s not a good idea to talk about yourself in a research paper, but I am 

genuinely interested to hear what motivated you to choose your topic. 

Do. Not. Plagiarize. I’m not expecting groundbreaking work in this paper. I’m just 

trying to find out what your opinion is. It’s okay if your opinions are based on someone 

else’s ideas, just tell me that they are. So, cite every idea or sentence that is not your own. 

Otherwise, you will get an “F”. 


