
HUM 06 Uncanny–  Spring 2018 Final Guidelines 
 

Final Paper topics 
 

I am providing suggestions for your Final paper. Choose only one of these to write on or 

to present in class. These short stories by E.A. Poe, and others, that deals with similar 

ideas that we have discussed in class about his other short stories. 

 
Choose the main character of the story. Explain why the story illustrates the Hum themes 

used in our class- Please relate whatever you choose to 1 of the 3 main Hum themes: 

 
1. Man's relationship with self 

 
2. Man defining himself within society 

 
3. Man defining himself within relationship to nature 

 
Furthermore, approach your paper using one of these categories as a way to keep your 

paper focused using A, B, or C. 
 
A. Women in society 

 
B. Madness and Punishment 

 
C. Vampires and other monsters. 

 

Your grade will depend on how well you can explore 1 Hum theme and 1 category in 

more depth. Even though I know that there is an overlap between these categories, this is 

an exercise in arguing your point of view. Don’t worry about trying to find the one and 

only “right” answer, try to approach your paper using 1 Hum theme and 1 category. 
 
Choose only 1 story to write on from the following categories. Tie it into some of the 

stories and readings we have already discussed in our class. Make sure to use quotes in 

order to support your ideas. Citations can be done using (author, page #) and listing in a 

“Works cited” at the end of your paper.  

 

Your choices are: 
 
The Lady of the House of Love- Angela Carter  

Man from the South- Dahl  

The Monkey’s Paw- W. W. Jacobs 

The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas- Ursula K. Le Guin 

The Outsider- H. P. Lovecraft 

The Tell-Tale Heart- Poe 

 

https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1928&context=iowareview
http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/south.html
http://cba324.waynecountyschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_43176/File/The%20Monkey's%20Paw%20-%20text.pdf
http://www.mccc.edu/pdf/eng102/Week%209/Text_LeGuin%20Ursula_Ones%20Who%20Walk%20Away%20From%20Omelas.pdf
http://www.hplovecraft.com/writings/texts/fiction/o.aspx
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/the_tell-tale_heart_0.pdf


As indicated in the syllabus, it should be 4 pages and no more than 5 pages. This does not 

include a “works cited” section that you need to include. The “works cited” doesn’t have 

to be on a separate sheet of paper, you can just put it after the concluding paragraph of 

your paper. 
 
IMPORTANT: None of these sources listed in the “works cited” can be Wikipedia. At 
least two of your sources must be from our reader. 

 

Make sure you have a topic chosen for the Final- and whether or not you plan to do a 

presentation in place of a Final paper. 
 

 
Paper tips 

 

First off, you don’t need a cover page. I just need to know who you are and what 

assignment it is. Putting your name in the corner and giving it a title is good enough for 

me. 
 

Put your thesis and all of your main ideas in your first paragraph. It’s not a mystery 
novel, nobody wants to be surprised and find out your thesis in the middle or at the end of 
your paper. Use your 1

st  
paragraph to tell me what you intend to prove, quickly outline 

how you plan to do it, and then get out. 
 

Do. Not. Plagiarize. I’m not expecting groundbreaking work in this paper. I’m just trying 

to find out what your opinion is. It’s okay if your opinions are based on someone else’s 

ideas, just tell me that they are. So, cite every idea or sentence that is not your own. 

Otherwise, you will get an “F”. 
 

 

Feel free to email me at any time if you have any questions. 

 
Quick checklist: 

 

□ Are you keeping your focus on the 1 Hum theme and 1 category from A, B, or C that 

you are using to discuss your topic? 
 

□ Do you have 3 sources- none of which are Wiki? Remember, you can use sources 

from the reader? 
 

□ Consider asking someone to proof your paper for spelling / grammar. Make sure you 

are breaking your paragraphs into clear subjects of discussion. 
 

□ Remember to talk about the work as it relates to understanding culture, not just giving 

a plot summary, or what happens in the story, without explaining why it's relevant to 

understanding the work as a whole. 

 

Good luck! 


