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CHAPTER 1 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 

‘Away with the third race’ was a favourite shout of the crowds in the circus. The phrase 
neatly pinpointed the recognizable identity that Christians were acquiring, distinct from 
both Jews and pagans. No such designation could have taken root unless Christians had 
in fact developed a distinct corporate identity, even a separateness, in the society around 
them.              
        (Markus 1974:24) 
                                                                                                                                                        

 
This investigation seeks to discover how the early, persecuted and hated Christians maintained 
a separation from the pagan world of the Roman Empire, in the public areas of politics, 
commerce and industry, and entertainment. In an environment where worship of the gods 
pervaded all areas of life in the theocracy1 of Roman existence, it will attempt to determine 
how  the Christians continued in their practice of separation, and survived to leave the legacy 
they did, where this group of lowly, insignificant, discriminated-against people found the 
audacity to stand up to the might of the Roman Empire and defy its religion, its rules and its 
power. 
 
Much has been written about the Roman Empire and the early Christians of the time, the latter 
being attributed mostly to scholars who hold with post-Constantine theological views, i.e. 
Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox and Reformed theologians. No single example of a church-
history dealing with that period from Pentecostal or Anabaptist scholarship appears to be 
extant. My point of departure is as a Pentecostal minister who was raised in a Pentecostal 
denomination which has often been described as a ‘sect’ because of its persuasion, based on the 
example of the early church, to separate itself from the world and the moral and ethical norms 
of the world. The motivation for this investigation is not to show one theological reasoning on 
‘separation from the world’ as being more correct than another, but simply from this 
perspective to enquire into the everyday lives of these early Christians and to discover how 
they interpreted Jesus’ and the Apostles’ words and lived out their separateness in the world 
around them. The implications of the study may give pause for thought to modern and post-
modern Pentecostalism in which the notion of separateness has become something of a debate. 
 
 

Michael
Sticky Note
Point of chapter. Good introduction.

Michael
Sticky Note
From the work "The separateness of Christians in their interaction with the public life of Imperial Romans, AD 50-313"by Diana Valerie Clark, 2006. 



 4

of the Roman world of the first three centuries e.g., Lebreton & Zeiller (1949), Frend 
(1965), Goppelt (1970), Ayerst & Fisher (1971), Yamauchi (1981), MacMullen (1984), 
and Esler (ed 2000). 

• One of the most recent sources utilized is a journal article by Alan Kreider (2005) in 
which he compares the early church (pre-Christendom) with the post-Constantine 
church (post-Christendom). 

 
By the conclusion of the investigation it is hoped that a relevant picture of life amongst the 
early Christians could have been portrayed, who were determined to obey their Lord’s 
commands implicitly, thus separating themselves from the pagan practices of the Roman world, 
and yet having to live in such a world with its rules and regulations, its intolerance and 
persecution.  
 
It should be noted that Roman worship of the pagan deities infiltrated all areas of life and 
therefore a fair amount of overlapping, with reference to this aspect, cannot be avoided in the 
chapters that follow. 
  
1.2  A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE ROMAN WORLD IN WHICH CHRISTIANITY 
BEGAN 
 
The might and magnificence of the Roman Empire forms the social background to the rise of 
Christianity. By the first century AD the Roman Empire was at its zenith. Ancient Roman life 
has intrigued scholars for centuries past, leading to numerous books being published. 
Archaeological finds have added new facts. Modern people admire the achievements and 
advances that the Romans made: temples, monuments, bridges, theatres, amphitheatres, 
aqueducts, underground sewers, markets, roads, baths, and the arch. They stand in awe at the 
sight of the Forum of Augustus, the Temple of Mater Maluta, the theatre of Marcellus, the 
Basilica and Trajan’s Column, the Pantheon, the Baths of Diocletian decorated in marble and 
gold, the Porta Nigra, the Arch of Constantine, and of course the mighty Amphitheatrum 
Flavium, or the Great Colosseum. This elliptical building could contain an audience of some 
forty-five thousand to fifty thousand spectators. The Roman roads held together their far-flung 
Empire and ultimately the Romans constructed a two hundred and eighty eight thousand 
kilometre network of paved roads. Rivers were crossed with splendid bridges, such as the Ponte 
Grosso which still stands (Yamauchi 1981:115-116). Many aqueducts built by the Romans can 
today be viewed in their original setting. These structures carried water to the cities, often from 
remote distances. In Rome, one million citizens had access to nine million litres of pure water 
each day. Over many years, from the birth of the Republic in 509 BC to the sack of Rome by 
the Visigoths in AD 410, Roman culture and power came to dominate Europe and the Near 
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East. Trade and industry stretched far and wide across the Empire and luxury goods were 
imported from the East. The Romans dealt in textiles, pottery, glass-making, paper-making, 
wine-making, metallurgical skills, to mention but a few of the industries. ‘The spices and 
perfumes, the precious stones and muslins of India were exchanged for copper and tin, wine, 
glass and cheap woollens’ (Cary & Scullard [1935]1975:457). These same authors maintain 
that between AD 70 - 180, ‘the expansion of foreign commerce had now attained its quickest 
pace, yet it could not keep up with the increase of internal trade in the Roman Empire. Of this 
traffic Rome still retained the lion’s share. The mere magnitude of the capital city, and the 
presence of the court and of an ever-growing body of officials, ensured its continued supremacy 
among the Mediterranean markets’ (Cary & Scullard [1935]1975:458). 
                                                                                        
 
Roman art, poetry, literature and education of the day cannot but fascinate. The strategy and 
organization of the Roman army is incredible evidence of their professional tactics, and their 
military achievements even more so. The legions took with them not only the will to conquer, 
but also new religions and customs, leaving behind new roads and cities. In about 133 BC, 
Roman domination included parts of Spain, Africa, Greece, and Asia. By AD 116, in the time 
of Trajan’s rule, the Roman Empire extended to Britain, most of Europe, and a large portion of 
the north coast of Africa and the Mediterranean area, and up into the Middle East and Asia. By 
the time of Diocletian (AD 284-305), parts of Mesopotamia and Armenia in the East had been 
lost, but the Empire elsewhere had been reinforced and strengthened so that its domain 
stretched from the Atlantic to the Black and Red Seas (Cary & Scullard [1935]1975:512-513). 
The Romans were indeed the rulers of the world. 
 
1.2.1 THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN THE ROMAN WORLD 
  
In this historical context of the Latin-Hellenistic world, in a remote corner of the Empire, the 
religion of Christianity began. ‘Starting out as a Jewish sect - a handful of followers of Jesus of 
Nazareth located in the Jewish homeland of Judea - it somehow managed to convert masses of 
people so that in less than three centuries it numbered some three million adherents’ (Ehrman 
1999:3). Jesus was born in the reign of Octavian (Augustus) in the town of Bethlehem, and 
grew up in Nazareth. Josephus, a Jewish historian writing at this time describes Jesus: 
 

At this time arose Jesus, a wise man, if indeed he must be called a man, for he was a 
doer of marvellous deeds, a teacher of men who received the truth with pleasure, and he 
led after him many of the Jews and many also of the Gentile population. This was the 
Christ; and when Pilate had condemned him to the cross at the instigation of the leading 
men among us, those who had first loved him did not cease to do so, for he appeared to 
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them when three days dead restored to life, and the divine prophets had told these and 
ten thousand other wonders concerning him. And up till now the tribe of Christians 
which are named after him has not died out. 

                                                                                        (Eus HE  I XI.7-XII.2 in Lake 1970:83) 
 
The small band of Jews who had followed Jesus during his ministry remained faithful to him 
after his death. They constituted eleven disciples, some women, and several other men. 
‘Having become convinced of Jesus’ resurrection, these earliest believers immediately set out 
to persuade others that Jesus was the Jewish messiah sent from God to die for the sins of 
others’ (Ehrman 1999:7). Their success at first was limited primarily to their Jewish 
compatriots, but with the conversion of Paul, a highly-educated Jew, the message was carried 
beyond the world of the Jews to the ‘pagan’ Gentiles of the Roman Empire. The church soon 
spread, with major urban areas being the chief location of their mission. It could be argued that 
since the early church was mostly made up of people from the lower classes, these same would 
formulate their religion in opposition to the upper, privileged classes. However, no such 
simplistic division can be made of the early believers since there were some elite in the church 
(1 Cor 1:26), and in years to come, many of the upper classes were numbered with the church 
and amongst the martyrs, e.g., Perpetua of Carthage, AD 202. 
 
Just as amazing as the Roman Empire was, so too was it amazing that a small band of Jewish 
‘fanatics’ transformed themselves into a significant world religion. Ehrman (1999:7) asks: 
‘What did Christians tell potential converts to convince them to abandon their worship of the 
gods and to believe in the one god of Israel and his Son Jesus, to abandon the socially 
acceptable and often joyous and festive cultic practices of their families and friends to join a 
relatively secretive, frequently maligned and sometimes persecuted group?’ His own answer 
(1999:51-52), includes the following: Christians abided by proper moral behaviour as stipulated 
in the Old Testament writings and they also followed Jesus’ teachings. These teachings were 
applied in their everyday lives and in some situations, ‘the upright lives of Christians proved 
more important for their relationship with those outside the faith, for example, when attracting 
converts by their high ethical standards…or when defending themselves against the charges of 
rampant and flagrant immorality’ (Ehrman 1999:383). The Gentile Christians, converted from a 
pagan lifestyle, were not expected to abide by the Jewish laws such as circumcision (Ac 15:24). 
This was clarified at the Apostolic Council, described in Acts 15, where James advised thus:  
‘“Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning 
to God, but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual 
immorality, from things strangled, and from blood”’ (Ac 15:19, 20). The church therefore did 
not lay the burden of keeping the Jewish laws upon the new Gentile believers. The Jewish 
religion had been tolerated by the Roman authorities because it was an old and established 

Michael
Sticky Note
Note how Judaism was exempt from normal religious Roman practice at this time.



 7

religion. However, in AD 70 the Jews came into conflict with Roman authority in the time of 
Vespasian, and the last sparks of rebellion were extinguished at Masada in AD 73. Two 
generations later, the Bar Cochba3 revolt (AD 132 – 135) was crushed by Hadrian and the Jews 
were forbidden to enter Jerusalem under penalty of death (Lietzmann [1961]1967:180-181). 
The Christians had separated themselves from the Jews some years before. According to 
Lietzmann [1961] (1967:180-184), for almost the whole of the following two centuries, little is 
heard of Jewish Christian churches, except that old records were passed on, sometimes with 
minor changes. 
 
The Christians therefore became detached and separate from the Jews, some, like Marcion, to 
the extreme. In AD 144, Marcion, an excommunicated heretic living in Rome between AD 
145-160, felt so strongly anti-Jewish that he separated himself from the church because of his 
disagreement with Jewish teachings (Meyer [1969]1976:29). He was a wealthy ship-owner, the 
son of a bishop, who held strongly to the view that ‘…instead of the bloody cruelty of the 
Jewish God, Christ showed gentleness and compassion’ (Lietzmann [1961]1967:252). Marcion 
went about removing the Jewish influence from the gospel. He rejected the whole of the Old 
Testament, identifying the creation and the world as evil, and the God of the Old Testament as 
evil (Meyer [1969]1976:29).  
 
Much of his way of thinking could have been influenced by Gnostic teaching which held the 
view that the physical world and all in it, was evil. They therefore denied the real humanity of 
Christ and his actual death. Such teaching undermined the foundations of Christianity because 
it portrayed the God of the Old Testament as evil, and denied the incarnation, death and 
resurrection of Christ. Furthermore, it proclaimed salvation only to those with spiritually 
enlightened minds. Gnosticism, reaching its height of influence between AD 135-160, assumed 
many forms and was ‘prevailingly mystical, magical, or philosophical according to the 
dominant admixture in its syncretism’ (Walker [1918]1970:52).  
 
In contrast to anti-Jewish sentiments, an opposite tendency that was found among the Ebionites 
should be mentioned. They maintained that Jesus was the natural son of Joseph and Mary who 
‘so completely fulfilled the Jewish law that God chose Him to be the Messiah’ (Walker 
[1918]1970:35). He would return some day to found a Messianic kingdom for the Jews. Once 
more we see in this teaching the undermining of the Christian foundation of Christ’s 
incarnation. 
 
Thus, orthodox Christianity strove to find a path through all the extreme teachings and so-
called Christian philosophies. 
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1.2.2 THE EARLY CHURCH AND THE SCRIPTURES 
 
The person of Jesus Christ is the central figure around which Christianity grew. His words and 
teachings as remembered and recorded by the early disciples and apostles were the criteria by 
which the Christians lived. Much exhortation was given to his followers by the church leaders 
to live lives separate from the ‘pagan’ practices and beliefs of the Roman-Hellenistic world. For 
example, Jesus, in His High-Priestly prayer to the Father, said of His disciples: ‘They are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the 
world, but that You should keep them from the evil one’ (Jn 17:14, 15). In his epistle to the 
believers attributed to John, the “beloved” disciple of Jesus, he writes: ‘Do not love the world 
or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him’ (1 Jn 
2:15). 
 
The Apostle Peter, encouraging the believers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia and Bithynia, says of the life that both he and they lived whilst adhering to ‘pagan’ 
practices: ‘For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--
when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties and abominable 
idolatries’ (1 Pt 4:3). The Apostle Paul takes up the theme in writing to the Corinthians, when 
he says: ‘Therefore, “come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch 
what is unclean, and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and 
daughters, says the Lord Almighty”’4 (2 Cor 6:17, 18). To the established Christian church at 
Rome, he exhorts: ‘And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God’ 
(Rm 12:2). It seems as though the early the early Christians took these exhortations seriously.  
 
Lietzmann’s ([1961]1967:189-221) understanding of the early church’s use of Scripture is as 
follows: Orthodox Christianity was based on the Greek language and it followed in the 
footsteps of Greek civilization. According to Lietzmann, after the early separation of Jewish 
Christianity, two streams emerged in church teachings used by the believers: 1). The 
Hellenistics teaching, which advocated freedom from the Law and taught a gospel of purified 
morality based on a monotheism that Jesus preached.  2). The Pauline churches which stressed 
the doctrine of redemption through Christ and his death, as well as the ‘pneumatic, and 
personal character of Paul’s Christ-mysticism’ (Lietzmann [1961]1967:221). Paul’s letters (like 
Peter’s) were held in the highest honour and were known far and wide in Christendom. The 
Holy Scripture was the foundation book of divine revelations fitted to teach God’s people and 
lead them in the way of salvation. There were moral prescriptions in the commandments or 
illustrated by historical examples and the Christians therefore made great use of the Old 
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Testament and its commandments were used as ‘types’ to regulate church life.5 (Lietzmann 
[1961]1967:196). 
 
It would appear, as time went by, that the Christians made use of a variety of versions and 
translations of teachings: in the Greek areas of the Roman Empire they no doubt used the 
Septaugint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament from the Hebrew), and Paul’s epistles 
were used among the Greek-speaking Christians in the Roman areas. Clement of Rome made 
intensive use of the Greek Bible (Lietzmann [1961]1967:201). Later, as the Roman world 
became unified, Christian writers such as Tertullian wrote their treatises in Latin. ‘By the 
second century Latin and Greek had virtually ousted all other written languages in the Roman 
Empire…’ (Cary & Scullard [1935]1975:479). 
 
Lane Fox (1986:292) maintains that late second century and early third century Greek and 
Latin literature that has survived is mostly Christian. Greek was the common language, along 
with Latin and Coptic (Egyptian), Syrian (Syriac) and some Hebrew. In the west, Celtic was 
used, Iberian in Spain and Punic in Africa. The Christians translated their texts into all of these 
languages. 
  
 
1.3   A SURVEY OF THE ‘PAGANISM’ THAT SURROUNDED THE CHRISTIANS 
 
If Christians were to live lives that were distinctly different and separate from the ‘pagan’ 
world, what then was the ‘pagan’ world of the Roman Empire?  In today’s world, a pagan can 
be described as someone who ‘has no religion. Not religious; heathen’ (Ilson 1984:1225). But 
this description cannot be attributed to the pagans of Roman times. They were exceedingly 
religious, worshipping many gods and following many cults. By the term ‘pagan’, reference is 
therefore made to the inhabitants of the Roman world who did not worship the monotheistic 
God of the Jews, certainly not acknowledging Jesus Christ.6 Paganism, according to Tertullian 
(Stanton & Stroumsa 1998:176), was idolatry. It was an age of expansive polytheism. Many of 
the Greek gods became assimilated and equated with the Roman gods, and their names were 
changed to give them a Roman identity. That an apparently insignificant minority could turn 
away from such long-established deities was an astounding arrogance to the average Roman. 
After all, ‘while Christianity spread, many of the pagan gods were already a thousand years 
old’ (Lane Fox 1986:11). 
    
  
The Roman religion originated in the religion of the soil, which reverenced a mysterious, 
impersonal force that pervaded nature. The Romans were concerned to maintain the ‘peace of 
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the gods’ by means of sin offerings and banquets featuring the images of gods. Every Roman 
made offerings at each meal to the spirits of the farm and the larder. A temple to Jupiter was 
built on the Capitoline Hill in Rome. It was to Jupiter’s Temple that a victorious general or 
emperor made his way in the ceremonial procession. The Temple of Juno, which presided over 
women and marriage, was also on Capitoline Hill. There was the god of Mars, the god of war, 
and Vesta, goddess of the state hearth, Neptune, the god of the sea and rivers. Mercury was god 
of merchants and thieves, and a temple was erected in his honour on Aventine Hill, in Rome. 
There were primitive fertility ceremonies, and thongs made from the hides of sacrificed goats 
and dogs were blessed and believed to give fertility to barren women. Gradually the number of 
deities included in the national religion increased (Yamauchi 1981:123-124).  
 
The world by this time had been influenced by various philosophies and cults, as well as 
systems of magic and astrology. Goppelt (1970:84) claims that ‘this philosophy developed a 
practical ethic and built a bridge to the traditional gods by means of its allegorical interpretation 
of the myths’. Among these pagan philosophies and mysticisms, there was a craving for 
immortality and a longing to be one with god. ‘Belief in this astral immortality had indeed 
become the common presupposition of the various religions and philosophies of the time’ 
(Halliday 1925:225). 
 
Some of the more predominant cults are mentioned because they vied with Christianity to claim 
the attention and dedication of the populace. They were: 
 
1.The Sibyls, according to Roman legend, were represented by the priestess Sibyl. She would 
fall into a trance and mutter her oracles, which were then written down and taken to Rome 
where they were guarded by a college of priests. Copies were preserved until AD 400. The 
Sibylline Oracles recommended introducing the cult of Cybele, the ‘Great Mother’, from Asia 
Minor. Priests serving in this cult had to be castrated. In the time of Emperor Claudius the cult 
was legalized and initiation therein involved a ritual of standing in a pit while the blood of a 
slaughtered bull drenched the candidate (Yamauchi 1981:55). 
2.The cult of Isis originated in Egypt and in ancient Egyptian myths the god Osiris was killed 
by Seth, who enclosed him in a box and cast him into the sea. Isis, wife of Osiris, found his 
body and brought him back to life. Isis, also called Panthea, was queen of the seas and presided 
over the rites which signalled the sailing season (Yamauchi 1981:57-58). Although Augustus 
tried to banish this cult, it was reinstated by Emperor Caligula and in turn honoured by both 
Domitian and Commodus (Yamauchi 1981:57). 
3. Mithras, a Persian god, usually portrayed as slaying a bull, was an all-male cult, to which 
the Roman soldiers were particularly loyal. Part of their ritual was to worship the rising sun. By 
the third century, Mithraism was a potent rival to Christianity (Yamauchi 1981:61-61). More 
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details of this religion are mentioned in chapter two when dealing with the subject of the 
Roman army. 
4. The Gnostics were followers of a variety of religious movements in the early Christian 
centuries, and they stressed the notion that people could have salvation through a secret 
knowledge or gnosis. They were a mixture of a cult and a philosophy, and believed that the 
material world was inherently evil and inimical to the true God (Ehrman 1999:384). Later on 
some of them followed the Christian teaching but would reject the humanity of Christ along 
with the resurrection of the body. Gnostic teachers and writers of the early second century were 
Saturninus, Pontus, who taught in Rome from AD 137-144, and Valentinus, who taught at 
Alexandria and came to Rome in AD 140. 
 
Some of the more predominant philosophies are mentioned for the same reason as above: 
 
1. The Sceptics who denied the immortality of the gods and the certainty of knowledge. The 
founder was Pyrrhon of Elis who travelled with Alexander the Great to India. He urged his 
followers to live calmly and base their lives on what is probable. The last major Sceptic was 
Sextus Empiricus of the late second or early third century AD who aimed for a life of quiet and 
whose favourite expression was, ‘It makes no difference’ (Yamauchi 1981:45). 
2. The founder of Stoicism was Zeno who began his cult in 304 BC. By the time of early 
Christianity, Stoicism was still a strong movement attempting to live up to high ethical ideas 
such as ‘a single standard of chastity for men and women’ (Halliday 1925:114) and 
‘forbearance, loyalty and humanity towards one’s fellow-men’ (Halliday 1925:130). It’s 
adherents opted for self-respect toward others rather than the Christian’s love and self-sacrifice:  
Between the social ethics of Stoicism and Christianity there was a profound difference in the 
ultimate basis of motive (Halliday 1925:322). ‘The Stoics had the same attitude of abnegation 
towards everything unnatural in bodily hygiene, clothing, and manner of life, refusal of every 
form of growing luxuriousness, together with the recommendation of a healthy simplicity in all 
directions’ (Lietzmann 1967:153). The Stoicist, Seneca of Cordoba, was a tutor to Emperor 
Nero and lived in Rome from AD 4 - 65, and also shared responsibilities as commander of the 
praetorian guard. Although he spoke of the ideal of poverty, he himself was a very rich man 
Yamauchi 1981:51). 
3. The Epicureans represented another major Hellenistic philosophy. Epicurus gave voice to 
the idea that the gods have no interest in human affairs and therefore happiness is to be found in 
pursuing tranquillity and quiet obscurity (Halliday 1925:59). He took up the ideas of 
Democritus of Abdera who said that the world and all in it was made up of the chance 
combinations of tiny indivisible atoms. At death, they believed, the atoms which make up a 
person merely disintegrate to reform again. He rejected the idea of immortality and resurrection 
and instead opted for the epitaph: ‘”Eat, drink, play, come hither”’ (Yamauchi 1981:54). When 
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the Apostle Paul visited Athens and preached on Mars Hill (the Areopagus), he met both 
Epicureans and Stoics:  
‘Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. And some said, “What does 
this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods,” because 
he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection’  (Ac 17:18). 
4. The philosophy of Platonism was based on Plato’s concept of life and that was that true 
reality was not to be found in the visible, material world but rather in the invisible. His was a 
dualistic way of thinking, assuming that souls were reincarnated and that knowledge was 
attained by recollecting what has been seen in a previous existence. The body is capable of 
achieving fulfilment only after death (Yamauchi 1981:40-42). Plato postulated an eternal, 
changeless world of forms above and apart from our changing universe, and therefore issues 
such as science and art must be derived from these eternal principles (Douglas 1974:787). The 
teachings of neo-Platonism which later followed, perpetuated the same ideas of duality between 
thought and ultimate reality (Douglas 1974:698).   
5. The Cynics claimed as their founder Antisthenes, a follower of Socrates. He stressed a life 
without any worldly comforts. The most famous Cynic of all is Diogenes of Sinope who 
walked with a lamp in broad daylight looking for an honest man. ‘He lived in a jar in Corinth, 
and his only possessions were a cloak, a staff and a wallet’ (Yamauchi 1981:45). 
 
These then are but some of the opposing teachings that the Christians encountered as they 
spread their message. The Christian message, since it had a special revelation to proclaim, like 
the Jews called the pagan existence ignorance (Ac 17:16-31). This ignorance was combined 
with their self-centred desires.  
  
In conclusion, a number of other aspects of Roman religion can be noted: in the various 
religious cults, sacrifices and offerings were made at various times of the day. Purification 
rituals played a dominant role among the means to grace. They signified a cleansing of ‘wrong-
doings’ that may have angered the gods. ‘The central action of the ritual of many of the 
mysteries consisted in the mourning of the dying god, e.g. Adonis, Attis, or Osiris, followed by 
the ecstatic celebration of his resurrection’ (Halliday 1925:240). The prediction of the future 
also played a major role in Roman religion, politics and the military. No military campaign or 
official act was supposed to be conducted without discovering the will of the gods by some act 
of divination. A diviner was attached to the various army units. The art of divination could be 
achieved by studying the intestines of animal sacrifices. Natural disasters were regarded by the 
Romans as a sign that the gods were angry, and therefore had to be appeased by sacrifices. In 
the time of Augustus, a drink offering was poured to his guardian spirit at every public and 
private banquet. Many of the subsequent emperors regarded themselves as divine and 
demanded ‘Caesar-worship’. However, the Roman religion was not primarily to honour the 
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