
Jazz Legend Presentation Assignment 

 

Overview: 

You will choose a jazz legend from the given list (or one of your own, with approval) and create a 10-12 
minute lecture with a presentation including AV components (preferably video).  

Requirements: 

• PowerPoint, Prezi, or other slide-type presentation 
• Should include at least 6 slides, highlighting the following information: 

o Biography with photo 
o Contribution to jazz 
o Most popular written/performed works 
o Focus on chosen work: form, lyrics, etc. 
o Listening example 
o Influence and importance 

• Outline of speaking points 

Please practice your presentation and time it accordingly. You will be given a 10 minute warning and 
promptly cut off at 12 minutes. We will have exactly 3 minutes in between each person to wrap up and 
allow time for the next student to set up.  

 

Rubric: 

This assignment is worth 100 points. 

 Succeeds Expectations Meets Expectations Does not meet 
expectations 

Follows instructions  
(30 points) 

Includes all 
information, with 
detailed explanation of 
desired components 

Includes most 
information, with some 
explanation of desired 
components 

Includes little to no 
information requested, 
majorly lacking 
components 

Content/Organization 
(30 points) 

Content is thorough, 
interesting, and 
important to jazz; 
Organization is 
superior 

Content is good with 
some deficiencies or 
points missed in jazz; 
Organization is 
acceptable 

Content lacks major 
important components 
of the jazz legend 
and/or organization is a 
mess 

Presentation 
(40 points) 

Presentation is visually 
appealing with many 
photos, teaches 
students about the 
legend, has folded the 
content within and 
includes a pertinent AV 
example 

Presentation is 
adequate with a few 
photos, misses some 
content or important 
points about the 
legend, but includes 
some kind of AV 
examples 

Presentation is majorly 
lacking with few to no 
photos, misses the 
mark about the legend 
or does not teach 
important factors, AV 
missing or inadequate 
examples 



Choice List: 

Ma Rainey 

Ella Fitzgerald 

Louis Armstrong 

Duke Ellington 

Miles Davis 

John Coltrane 

Billie Holiday 

Dizzy Gillespie 

Count Basie 

Herbie Hancock 

Coleman Hawkins 

Charlie Parker 

Thelonious Monk 

Charles Mingus 

Dave Brubeck 

Art Tatum 

Bill Evans  

Oscar Peterson 

Max Roach 

Art Blakely 

Benny Goodman 

Sonny Rollins 

Eric Dolphy 

Wynton Marsalis 

Chet Baker 

Lester Young 

Wayne Shorter 

Keith Jarrett 

Stan Getz 

Nat King Cole 

Cannonball Adderley 

Clifford Brown 

Wes Montgomery 

Nina Simone 

Freddie Hubbard 

Sarah Vaughan 

Lionel Hampton 

Buddy Rich 

Benny Carter 


