
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music 111 – Music Appreciation I, 3 Units  
Associate Degree Applicable: General Studies, Music for Transfer, Local GE Plan, 
CSU GE Plan, IGETC, Arts & Humanities 
Transferable: UC, CSU, and most accredited four-year institutions (keep this syllabus) 
 
Fall 2018: MW 12:15-1:40 pm  
Instructor: Dr. Joshua R. Wentz Phone: (818) 833-3357 
Contact: wentzj@lamission.edu Web: www.lamission.edu/~wentzj  
Office Hours: Mon: 2-4 PM; Wed: 2-4 PM; Thur: 1:30-3:30 PM 
Office Locations: INST Faculty Office Area #27 
 
Course Description: A general introduction to music designed to enhance listening enjoyment and ability. 
It emphasizes the elements of music, the characteristic styles of major historical periods, and the lives and 
works of key composers within the Western musical tradition.   
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Analyze musical master pieces heard in the concert hall and via the media. 
 

2. Differentiate between musical style periods and intent of various composers. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:  

1. List the elements of music. Describe the characteristics of each of these elements.  
Apply these characteristics to the listening experience of new types of music.  

2. Explain the characteristics of Medieval Music. Define specific terms relating to Renaissance Music. List 
significant composers. Explain the significant features of the Renaissance Style. 

3. Analyze new forms unique to the Baroque period. Name the significant composers of the period. 
Define important elements of style. 

4. List major musical innovations of each period of music history. Diagram important musical forms. 
Distinguish between Baroque and Classic styles and forms.  

5. List major composers of the Romantic era. Identify significant works of the era. Distinguish between 
programmatic and absolute music. Contrast the various forms and styles of the era. Recognize 
stylistic differences between various contemporaneous composers.  

6. List features of 20th Century style. Name significant composers of the 20th Century. Distinguish 
between various simultaneous styles of the century. Appraise the relative merit of different 
approaches to the problems of contemporary music. Compare and contrast the Contemporary period 
with previous eras. 
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Policies 
(as adapted from Los Angeles Mission College Catalog) 

  
Attendance Students who have pre-registered for a class and who do not attend the first meeting of the class forfeit 
their right to a place in the class. Students are expected to attend every meeting of all classes for which he or she is 
registered. A student absent from classes for emergency reasons must inform the instructor of the reason for the 
absence.  
Whenever absences “in hours” exceed the number of hours the class meets per week, the student may be excluded 
from the class by the instructor. This means if you miss more than one class, you may be excluded. It is the 
student’s responsibility to officially drop any class he/she does not continue to attend. 
 
Standards of Student Conduct - Students are expected to maintain a professional level of conduct to facilitate a 
learning environment. Use of profanity in class in not appropriate and will not be tolerated. Please see the LAMC 
College Catalog, page 35 for more information on Student Conduct. Procedures as outlined in the College Catalog will 
be followed regarding student discipline. 
 
Cheating and Plagiarism is the “wrongful appropriation” and “stealing and publication” of another author’s 
“language, thoughts, ideas, or expressions” and the representation of them as one’s own original work. Plagiarism is 
considered academic dishonesty (Wikipedia on Plagiarism). The instructor reserves the right to determine if cheating 
or plagiarism has occurred; if it does the student will receive a “F” on the assignment or exam, and may receive a “F” 
for the course. 
 
Children and Animals - Children and animals are not allowed in the classroom for safety purposes (other than 
registered dogs that help people with disabilities). 
 
Cell Phones: Turn them off or set to vibrate, as to not disrupt lectures and learning environment. Do not text on 
your cell phone during class. Conducting research for a project or discussion is okay during designated times. 
 
Students with Disabilities - Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S) at Los Angeles Mission College is a 
support system that enables students to fully participate in the college’s regular programs and activities. DSP&S 
provides a variety of services from academic and vocational support to assistance with Financial Aid. If you are a 
disabled student and need a modification, special assistance or accommodation in order to participate in this class, 
alert the instructor promptly and contact the DSP&S office at 818 364-7732 or 818 364-7861. Modifications, special 
assistance or accommodations can only be made with proper documentation and coordination with DSP&S. 
 
Management of Stress and Mental Health: As a student, not only do you have the pressure of succeeding in school, 
you may also be contending with work, financial issues, relationships, managing time effectively, getting enough sleep, 
etc. The staff and faculty of Los Angeles Mission College are here to provide support that will help you to be successful 
in your academic pursuits. You can learn more about the broad range of confidential student services offered on 
campus, including counseling and mental health services, by either visiting the Student Health Center (SHC), which is 
currently located in the Bungalow just west of the Collaborative Studies Building*, checking out the SHC webpage at: 
https://www.lamission. edu/healthcenter/ or calling: 818 362-6182. I also encourage you to enter the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline number (1-800-273-8255) into your cell phone in case you or someone you know is in 
distress and needs someone with whom to talk. *Please note that the SHC is slated to move into its new location, 
between the President’s Office and Administrative Services, in the spring 2016 semester. 
 
Break: Students are encouraged to take a break, not to exceed 10 minutes during the middle portion of the class. 
This is a non-smoking campus. Do not smoke near walkways or doorways. 
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Books 
  
Required: Kristine Forney, et al., The Enjoyment of Music, 2nd edition  

ISBN-13: 978-0393912555; ISBN-10: 0393912558 
 
Always have the following to be fully prepared for class: 

• Required textbook (above) 
• Computer/iPad/iPhone/listening device 
• Headphones (optional) 
• Lined Note Book (or loose paper) for notes and quizzes 
• Thumb drive / flash drive 
• Pencils 
• Four scantron forms for exam days (available in the bookstore) 

 
Evaluation 

 

Grading: Exams   = 40%   (400 points)  100 each 
Listening Reactions = 20% (200 points) 50 each 
Concert Reports = 20% (200 points) 100 each 

  Quizzes  = 20%   (200 points)  25 each 

 
Assessment 

 

Exams: There will be four exams throughout the semester, including the final exam. You must take each exam 
on the date noted in the course outline except in rare, extenuating circumstances (serious illness, death 
in the family, religious holiday). Please provide written documentation prior to the exam if you have an 
extenuating circumstance. Bring at least two no. 2 pencils to each test. Exams will be administered on 
scantron forms. Student is responsible for bringing form. Listening examples may be played for exams.  

***Final: If you cannot attend the final you must make arrangements with the instructor prior to this date. A student who 
does not participate in the final or does not turn in the final assignment and does not qualify for an “Incomplete” will be 
assigned the grade of “F” for the final. This grade will be averaged in to determine the course grade. 

 

Quizzes:  There will be eight short “pop” quizzes throughout the semester at various times to ensure students are 
staying engaged with the class and keeping up with the assigned readings. The quizzes will be a very 
easy way to accumulate points, IF you are reading and studying before you get to class. 

Concert Rep: You will attend two live music events throughout the course of the semester. One needs to be a concert 
of classical form, such as a symphony orchestra concert, an opera, an oratorio, a ballet, or any concert 
that would be featured in a concert hall setting. The other music event can be anything of your choosing 
and can be “classical” or contemporary (eg. Adele concert, Jazz in the Park, Slipknot, Mariachi, etc.) 
You will turn in a typed two-page report outlining the concepts of music you’ve learned throughout the 
semester. A rubric will be provided and available to you on the website and in the course pack. 

Reactions:  We will have listening exercises in class that will discuss and demonstrate the musical eras and the 
concepts and forms of music used in each major era. You will turn in a short one page worksheet 
(provided in course pack) at the end of the class day when reactions are scheduled. 
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Scale:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar 

 

Fall 2018 LAMC Student Deadlines and College Holidays 
 
DAY AND EVENING CLASSES BEGIN: August 27  
Last day to add: Credit/Audit: August 26 
Last day to add a class with an Add Permission Code: September 9 
Last day to file for Pass/No-Pass & Section Transfer: September 24  
Last day to drop classes with a refund or without incurring fees: September 9 
Last day to drop classes without receiving a “W” (No refund and drop online only): September 9 
Last day to drop classes with a “W” – A letter grade is required after this date – November 18  
Classes end: December 9 
FINAL EXAMS: December 10 - 16 
 
HOLIDAYS (College CLOSED)  

• Labor Day – September 3  
• Veteran’s Day – November 12 
• Thanksgiving – November 22 & 23 
• Non-Instructions Days – November 24 & 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A  = 3.8 - 4.0 C  = 2.0 - 2.2 A = 100% - 90% 
A- = 3.5 - 3.7 C-     = 1.6 -1.9 B = 89% - 80% 
B+ = 3.2 - 3.4 D+    = 1.3 - 1.5 C = 79% - 70% 
B  = 2.9 - 3.1 D = 1.2 - .09 D = 69% - 60% 
B- = 2.6 - 2.8 D-    = 0.7 - 0.9 F = 59% - 0% 
C+ = 2.3 - 2.5 F = 0.0 - 0.6      



****This schedule is so darned incredibly subject to change**** 

Date Scheduled activity Assignment/Reading Due 

8/27 Intro to Class / Go over syllabus / Wentz’s Top 20 Articles: Cage & What is music 

8/29 Paper discussion; Lecture: Prelude 1, Chapters 1-3 Read: pp. 4-18 

9/3 NO CLASS – LABOR DAY   

9/5 Lecture: Chapters 4-6 Read: pp. 19-33 

9/10 Lecture: Chapters 7-9 Read: pp. 34-48 

9/12 Lecture: Chapters 10 & 11 Read: pp. 49-61 

9/17 MEET IN LIBRARY – Research Seminar  Reaction #1 
9/19 Lecture: Prelude 2, Chapters 12 & 13 Read: pp. 64-79 

9/24 Lecture: Chapters 14 & 15 Read: pp. 80-91 

9/26 Continue civilization projects and review for exam Civilization projects 

10/1 Exam #1 Bring Scantron 
10/3 Lecture: Martin Luther/95 Theses, Prelude 3 & Go over Exam #1  

Watch: Handel’s Messiah, Part 1 
Read: pp. 93-99 
 

10/8 Lecture: Chapters 16-18 
 

Read: pp. 100-116 

10/10 Lecture: Chapters 20 & 21 Read: pp. 122-134 
Reaction #2 
 10/15 Lecture: Prelude 4, Chapters 22-24  (DP) 

 
Read: pp. 162-174 

10/17 Lecture: Chapter 26 - 29 
 

Read: pp. 162-188 

10/22 Groupwork: Civilization projects *Please see updated syllabus* 

10/24 Present: Civilization projects 
Review for Exam #2 

Concert Report #1 DUE 

10/29 Exam #2 Bring Scantron 
 10/31 Lecture: Chap 28-29 – OPERA! And Prelude 5, Chapter 30 (SM) Read: pp. 189-200 

11/5 Lecture: Chapters 31 & 33 Read: pp. 201-206 & 212-215 

11/7 Lecture: Chapters 34-36 Read; pp. 216-232 

11/12 Group work – prepare for opera presentations  
11/14 Opera day – Mozart presentations Reaction #3 

11/19 Lecture: Chapters 34-36 & La Boheme presentation  

11/21 Lecture: Chapters 37 – 39 & Traviata presentation Read: pp. 263-270; 278-283; & 
289-294 

11/26 Lecture: Prelude 6, Chapters 40-44 Reading quiz on Prelude 6 and 
Chapters 40-44 – READ IT! 

11/28 Lecture: Chapters 45 & 46 Read: pp. 295-306 
12/3 Lecture: Chapter 47, 48, & 52 (possibly Interlude 2) Reaction #3 DUE 

Read: pp. 307-320, 339-343 
12/5 STUDY DAY and Opportunity for extra points via quizzes 

Watch: Ken Burns’ Jazz (PBS) on your own 
Prepare by taking online Canvas 
practice quizzes for Unit 6 

12/10 Final exam (12:30 – 2:30 PM) Reaction #4 DUE 
Concert Report #2 DUE 

 


