
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music 501 –College Choir, 1 Unit  
Associate Degree Applicable: Elective, Music for Transfer, Local GE Plan, CSU GE 
Plan, IGETC, Arts & Humanities 
Transferable: UC, CSU, and most accredited four-year institutions (keep this syllabus) 
 
Fall 2018: MW 5:15-6:40 pm  
Instructor: Dr. Joshua R. Wentz Phone: (818) 833-3357 
Contact: wentzj@lamission.edu Web: www.lamission.edu/~wentzj  
Office Hours: Mon: 2-4 PM; Wed: 2-4 PM; Thur: 1:30-3:30 PM 
Office Locations: AMP building 202-h 
 
Course Description: Introduction to choral ensemble singing. Emphasis is on vocal technique and choral 
elements, such as blend, intonation, diction and music reading. Repertoire is chosen on the basis of the 
ensemble's ability and represents historical and current styles of music. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Demonstrate ability to sight read and interpret scores of sheet music. 
2. Demonstrate proper vocal technique. 
3. Demonstrate ability to perform songs with a small group with or without accompaniment. 

 
Course Objectives: 
 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:  

1. Explore the technical requirements for performing choral literature with healthy vocal technique 
2. Distinguish rhythms, notes, key signatures, time signatures and dynamic and articulation markings 
3. Demonstrate proper pronunciation for repertoire in all languages  
4. Prepare the notes and textual elements of the styles of vocal ensemble literature from the various 

periods of music 
5. Interpret the textual portions of printed sheet music and demonstrate through performance an 

understanding of these texts, including the works historical significance 
6. Demonstrate through public performance the ability to relate to various audiences 
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Policies 
(as adapted from Los Angeles Mission College Catalog) 

  
Attendance Students who have pre-registered for a class and who do not attend the first meeting of the class forfeit 
their right to a place in the class. Students are expected to attend every meeting of all classes for which he or she is 
registered. A student absent from classes for emergency reasons must inform the instructor of the reason for the 
absence.  
Whenever absences “in hours” exceed the number of hours the class meets per week, the student may be excluded 
from the class by the instructor. This means if you miss more than one class, you may be excluded. It is the 
student’s responsibility to officially drop any class he/she does not continue to attend. 
 
Standards of Student Conduct - Students are expected to maintain a professional level of conduct to facilitate a 
learning environment. Use of profanity in class in not appropriate and will not be tolerated. Please see the LAMC 
College Catalog, page 35 for more information on Student Conduct. Procedures as outlined in the College Catalog will 
be followed regarding student discipline. 
 
Cheating and Plagiarism is the “wrongful appropriation” and “stealing and publication” of another author’s 
“language, thoughts, ideas, or expressions” and the representation of them as one’s own original work. Plagiarism is 
considered academic dishonesty (Wikipedia on Plagiarism). The instructor reserves the right to determine if cheating 
or plagiarism has occurred; if it does the student will receive a “F” on the assignment or exam, and may receive a “F” 
for the course. 
 
Children and Animals - Children and animals are not allowed in the classroom for safety purposes (other than 
registered dogs that help people with disabilities). 
 
Cell Phones: Turn them off or set to vibrate, as to not disrupt lectures and learning environment. Do not text on 
your cell phone during class. Conducting research for a project or discussion is okay during designated times. 
 
Students with Disabilities - Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S) at Los Angeles Mission College is a 
support system that enables students to fully participate in the college’s regular programs and activities. DSP&S 
provides a variety of services from academic and vocational support to assistance with Financial Aid. If you are a 
disabled student and need a modification, special assistance or accommodation in order to participate in this class, 
alert the instructor promptly and contact the DSP&S office at 818 364-7732 or 818 364-7861. Modifications, special 
assistance or accommodations can only be made with proper documentation and coordination with DSP&S. 
 
Management of Stress and Mental Health: As a student, not only do you have the pressure of succeeding in school, 
you may also be contending with work, financial issues, relationships, managing time effectively, getting enough sleep, 
etc. The staff and faculty of Los Angeles Mission College are here to provide support that will help you to be successful 
in your academic pursuits. You can learn more about the broad range of confidential student services offered on 
campus, including counseling and mental health services, by either visiting the Student Health Center (SHC), which is 
currently located in the Bungalow just west of the Collaborative Studies Building*, checking out the SHC webpage at: 
https://www.lamission. edu/healthcenter/ or calling: 818 362-6182. I also encourage you to enter the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline number (1-800-273-8255) into your cell phone in case you or someone you know is in 
distress and needs someone with whom to talk. *Please note that the SHC is slated to move into its new location, 
between the President’s Office and Administrative Services, in the spring 2016 semester. 
 
Break: Students are encouraged to take a break, not to exceed 10 minutes during the middle portion of the class. 
This is a non-smoking campus. Do not smoke near walkways or doorways. 
 



Arts Media & Performance  
 

Books 
  
Required: Traditional Black Choir folder (sold in the bookstore or online – check before ordering online) 

Sheet music as assigned throughout the course of the semester – you will need to sign out and sign back in sheet 
music, as it belongs to LAMC Music Library. You must bring your music to every rehearsal. If you forget it once, I will 
have an extra binder for you to use. If you forget it twice, I’ll ask you to go home to get it and come back to rehearsal. If 
you forget it three times, I’ll assume you’re not interested in being in choir and likely ask you to withdrawal. 
 
Always have the following to be fully prepared for class: 

• Assigned music 
• Black choir folder for music 
• Water bottle (you’ll get dry singing a lot) 
• Pencils 
• Concert attire (below) 
 

Concert Attire 
Ladies: 

Plain black dresses, knee-length or longer, with sleeves   
Black flat dress shoes (no high heels – you’ll be standing a long time) 
(Optional) Pearl necklaces and earrings, if you have them 
 

Gentlemen: 
Black pants, socks and shoes 
Long sleeved white shirt 
Plain black solid long tie 
(For formal concerts): Black tuxedo vest and bow tie    

 
Evaluation 

 

Grading: A = 900-1000 points 
 B = 800-899 points 
 C = 700-799 points 
 D = 600-699 points 
 F = Under 600 points 
 (You should drop the class before obtaining 4 unexcused absences. If you miss a scheduled concert, you will 
automatically receive an “F” for the course.) 

 

Assessment 

Concerts: We will have at least two concerts each semester. The first will be an outreach concert at a local 
retirement home or community venue. This concert acts as a “practice run” or dress rehearsal for your 
larger public concert. The second will be a concert at the end of the semester either at the LAMC main 
campus, or a similar venue. Both concerts are required and MUST be attended to pass the class. There 
is no formal final exam for this class. In spring semesters, the choir is expected to sing at 
Commencement after classes are out. Concert dates are listed under “Important Dates” in the syllabus. 
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Part Check:  There will be times throughout the semester that I will “quiz” student understanding and learning of 
the music. I will assess you by hearing individuals or small groups sing specific lines of music. 

Quizzes:  Written quizzes may be assessed during certain unannounced class sessions. This is generally a sight-
reading exercise that is done at the end of the rehearsal period during “circle time.” You will get a 
grade for your knowledge, understanding, participation, and involvement in choir, and with the choir 
music. 

Homework:  You will be given tools to help you learn the music. Generally, you get printed music, translations, 
alliterations, recordings, rehearsal tracks, a CD or MP3 tracks, and other resources. You are expected to 
use these resources to help you learn and memorize music ASAP. Homework may be turned in at 
times. 

 
Calendar 

Performance Dates (VERY IMPORTANT): 
 
Saturday, October 20th – Oktoberfest – LAMC Culinary Arts Institute, 3:45 pm (Call), 4:30 pm (Show) 
Saturday, October 27th – Choral Festival – Santa Clarita UMC, 5 pm (Call), 6:00 pm (Show) 
Sunday, November 4th – Mozart’s Requiem – Santa Clarita UMC, 5 pm (Call), 7:00 pm (Show) 
Friday, November 30th – Community Outreach – Maclay Healthcare Center, 2:30 pm (Call), 3:00 (Show) 
Thursday, December 6th – Holiday Concert – LA Mission College AMP Theater, 5:30 pm (Call), 7:00 pm (Show) 
TBA – Pacoima Holiday Parade 
 
Fall 2018 LAMC Student Deadlines and College Holidays 
 
DAY AND EVENING CLASSES BEGIN: August 27  
Last day to add: Credit/Audit: August 26 
Last day to add a class with an Add Permission Code: September 9 
Last day to file for Pass/No-Pass & Section Transfer: September 24  
Last day to drop classes with a refund or without incurring fees: September 9 
Last day to drop classes without receiving a “W” (No refund and drop online only): September 9 
Last day to drop classes with a “W” – A letter grade is required after this date – November 18  
Classes end: December 9 
FINAL EXAMS: December 10 - 16 
 
HOLIDAYS (College CLOSED)  

• Labor Day – September 3  
• Veteran’s Day – November 12 
• Thanksgiving – November 22 & 23 
• Non-Instructions Days – November 24 & 25 

 
 


