
INVERSIONS of    NS     V      to    V   NS 
Sometimes sentences begin with Adverbs or Adverb phrases 
of location (answer the question where). 
 
Strategy: put a BOX around the adverb. Find the V – NS. 
Make sure the verb and subject agree. 
 
1. At the end of the freeway (is, are) two shopping malls. 
                  ADV where  V     NS 
At the end of the freeway (is, are) two shopping malls.  
malls = plural so the verb (are) must be plural. 
 
You can also rephrase the sentence to make sure the NS V agree:  

Two shopping malls (is, are) at the end of the freeway. 
 
There (is, are) a coat, hat, and gloves on the table. 
ADV         V          NS     NS           NS 
There (is, are) a coat, hat, and gloves on the table. 
 
coat, hat, gloves = plural so the verb (are) must be plural. 
You can also rephrase the sentence to make sure the NS V agree:  

A coat, hat, and gloves (is, are) on the table there. 
 
 
Using pronouns after THAN  
THAN begins a new clause. The clause must have a NS – V.  
Sometimes the VERB is omitted, but you MUST use the  



NS form of the pronoun after THAN 
For example: 
                                                                NS  V 
My brother plays guitar better than I do. 
                                                                NS  (V is omitted) 
My brother plays guitar better than I. 
 
Strategy: add the “omitted verb” to choose the correct pronoun. 

Look at the following examples: 
 
                                   (NS form needed)          
Susan is older than (I, me). 
Susan is older than I. (the verb “am” omitted) 
Susan is older than I am. 
 
Greg sings louder than (her, she). 
Greg sings louder than she. (the verb “sings” omitted). 
Greg sings louder than she sings.  
 
The Smith’s children play quieter than (them, they). 
The Smith’s children play quieter than they. 
The Smith’s children play quieter than they play. 
 
 


