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Fiction and Non-Fiction Lesson 
 

IMPORTANT TERMS: KNOW THESE FOR THE MIDTERM 
 

Fiction – Writing based on the imagination of the author. 

“Truth” is intended to be emotional/psychological/spiritual. 

 

Examples: Novels 

       Short Stories 

       Plays 

       Poems 

 

Non-Fiction – Writing based on provable facts. “Truth” is 

measurable and objective. Non-fiction may also be “moving,”  

but its primary function is to relate true facts. 

 

Examples: Biography 

       Autobiography 

       Textbooks 

       How-To-Books 

       Newspaper articles 

   

 

Biography – the story of a person’s life written by another person 

Autobiography – the story of a person’s life written by himself/herself 

 

Autobiographical – adjective meaning that an author’s writing is based on or suggestive of his/her life.  

  

“The Chute” is an autobiographical poem. 

 

 

FOR THE MIDTERM: YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO LABEL A POEM WITH 

BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END 
We can assume that the house mentioned in “The Chute” existed, and the chute existed, and that her 

father really held them upside down inside the chute, and that he threatened to drop them headfirst into 

it, BUT, she is not writing this poem to tell you THAT. She is using this incident to convey a message 

about childhood fears (a scary parent, a home with scary places, etc. TRUST is big issue here) 

 

Identify: 

1. Unknown words 

2. Basic structure of Beg, Mid, End 

3. Elements that constitute the “story” part of the poem. 

4. The words or phrases that seem to be the author telling us something about this event. Something we 

might share with her or learn from her.  

5. HOMEWORK: Identify in “Summer Solstice” the same elements. Write them down on a separate 

sheet of paper.  

a) Where is the Beg, Mid and End (draw lines on the poem to mark the divisions)? 

b) What is the “story” part of the poem? 

c) What is the author’s message to us about this event or experience? 

BASIC 

STRUCTURAL 

ELEMENT: 

All of these have 

a Beginning, 

Middle,  

and End 
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Fiction (continued) 
 

Vocabulary Lesson 

BE ABLE TO EXPLAIN HOW TO DEAL WITH UNKNOWN WORDS FOR THE 

MIDTERM: 
Vocabulary (leave room under this word to put the rules) 

 

How do we deal with unknown vocabulary words?  

 

Maria is morose. 

 

Although we sprayed the lawn with 1, 2, 4, - triclorohexane, the weeds still grew. 

 

 

EXPLAIN: 
What is it you were always told to do when you did not know a word? (Look it up in the dictionary) 

 

From now on, you GUESS using the context in which the word is used to figure its meaning. This turns 

on your brain. Guessing the meaning forces you to think about the word, to consider the possibilities, 

which will increase your ability to remember the word in the future. When you get good at it you will 

guess more accurately, but right or wrong, guessing is good. 

 

EXAMPLE: 
Bill is always cheerful, but Maria is morose 

 

Because we sprayed the lawn with 1, 2, 4, - triclorohexane, the weeds still grew. 

 

(under “Vocabulary”) 

1. Guess what the word means based on the context in which the word is used. 

2. Reread the sentence with your “guess.” 

3. Keep reading 

4. When finished reading, check guesses in the dictionary. 

 

 

Fiction 

BE ABLE TO LABEL A POEM WITH BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END FOR THE 

MIDTERM: 
“Summer Solstice, New York City” 

 

Is this poem autobiographical? 

 

 Looking for:  a) Beginning, Middle, End 

   b) Story Elements OR Given Circumstances OR What Happened Here 

   c) Author’s point of View – What’s the message in the bottle 

 

What does “Summer Solstice” mean?  

Why use this for the title?  

What could it mean in relation to the poem? 
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Review for MIDTERM 
1. All Vocab Words that have been on our vocabulary quizzes. 

2. Define Fiction and non-Fiction 

  Give Examples 

3. What are the Basic Structural elements for all fiction and non-fiction 

4. Tellbacks –  Why do we do them – to increase comprehension and memory 

How do we do them – by saying OUTLOUD all the DETAIL remembered in any  

   ORDER remembered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


