
Notes 4: Perfect Tense 
 
 
 
I. Unit 2 Quiz: Attachment 1 
 
 
 
 
II. Unit 3: Lesson 10  

A. Present Perfect 
B. Past Perfect 
C. Future Perfect 

 
 Review the tenses 
  Simple Present  Past    Past Perfect 
Base Base + s Past  Has/Have + Past participle 
wave waves waved has waved / have waved 
think thinks thought has thought / have thought 
  
A. Present Perfect Tense: includes 

A. Helping verb “has” 
B. Main verb 

 
Have  / has   + past participle = Present perfect tense 
 
 “Have” has two functions 
 1. By itself it expresses possession 
  a. I have a car.  

2. “Have” as a helping verb does not express possession. Instead, it functions to help 
express the time period of the action  

a. I have worked.  
 
I / You / Plural NS  + have + past participle:  I have gone / You have gone / They have gone 
    Singular NS        + has + past participle: He has gone / She has gone / It has gone 
 



Example: 
 
  Simple Present   Past   Perfect 
Base Base +s Past  Past participle 
Work Works Worked Worked 
 
I _______________ (work) here since 1989.  
 
a. Helping verb “have” 
b. Main verb “worked” 
 
I have worked here since 1090. 
 
 
THE VERB “Be” 
 
“Be” has two functions  

1. “Be” can be used as a main verb.  
  a. Susan is a teacher.  
 2. “Be” can function as a helping verb. 
  a. Susan is washing the car.  
 
When did this action happen? 
 1. It began a long time ago and still continues in the present.  
  Susan has worked here since 1989 
 2. An action completed in the recent past.  
  I have already eaten.  
 
Workbook: Complete pages 67-68 
 
Examples:  
 a. The manager has written the report.  
 b. Sara has reviewed the report 
 c. John has studied. 
 



Contractions: shortening 
 You combine two words.  

1. Omit letters.  
2. Place an apostrophe where the letters were.  

  
 I       + have = I’ve 
 You  + have = you’ve 
 Do    + not    = don’t  
 
Practice OH Attachment 2 
 
B. The Past Perfect 
 
 1. Had + Past Participle 
 2. You cannot use past participle by itself.  An action that happened in the past,       
but occurred before another action. 
Examples:  
 The plane landed when I arrived at the airport.  

 At the same time. 
  
 The plane had landed when I arrived.  

 I arrived late.  
 
 I finished my degree two years before I started teaching  

 People speak this way, but grammatically it is incorrect.  
 
 I had finished my degree two years before I started teaching.  

 This is the correct way.  
 
Past Participle Overhead: Attachment 3 
 

C. Future Perfect Tense 
 

  Will + have + past participle   
 

Used when completing an action by a specific time. Think of it as a deadline.  



Examples:  
 By 4 P.M. I will have graded your quizzes.  
 Sarah will have written the paper by next week.  
 
Practice Overhead: Attachment 4 
 
Homework  
 Complete Lesson 10 
  Notes 

 Cross out V-ed and write Past Participle 
 Auxiliary verb is the helping verb. 
 P.54 add this: An action that will be completed in the future by a specific 

time.  
 


