
Dependent Clause: Since my car had been stolen. = fragment 
 
Independent Clause: I could not drive to work. 
 

If the ADVERB Subordinating Conjunction (SC) is at the beginning, 
use a comma. Do not use a comma if the (SC) is in the middle. 

 

   SC              NS     V                    ,  NS     V 

 Since my car had been stolen, I could not drive to work.  

I could not drive to work since my car had been stolen. 
 

After I won the lottery, I opened a restaurant. 

I opened a restaurant after I won the lottery.  
 

Because the traffic was heavy, several students were late. 

Several students were late because the traffic was heavy. 
 
 
Transitions,         VS     Subordinating Conjunctions 
however,                       though / although / even though 
 
REMEMBER: transitions are considered “extra 
UNNECESSARY information” in a sentence. Therefore, 
transitions have commas directly after, around, or 
before them in a sentence.  
 



Some polls show Trump winning the presidential election.  
However, only Republicans were part of those polls. 
Only Republicans were part of those polls, however. 
Only Republicans, however, were part of those polls. 

1. Do you have two different sentences? Can you remove the 
transition and still have a correct, complete sentence? 

 
 
Subordinating Conjunctions (SC) 
You have only ONE sentence.  
The SC is an ADVERB (when/where/why/how) 
Begin a sentence with an SC – use a comma at the end of the CLAUSE. 
Put the SC in the middle of a sentence – NO COMMA needed. 
 

Although some polls show Trump winning the presidential election, only 

Republicans were part of those polls. (use a comma – SC begins sentence) 
 
Some polls show Trump winning the presidential election although only 
Republicans were part of those polls. (no comma – SC in mid-sentence) 
 

When Barak Obama was interviewed in 1996, he mentioned he might go 

into politics. (use a comma – SC begins sentence) 
Barak Obama mentioned he might go into politics when he was 
interviewed in 1996. (no comma – SC in mid-sentence) 
 

 
Using ADJECTIVE CLAUSES: who, whom, whose, that, which 

who   whom   whose   =  used for people 
that   which  =  used for things 
that  =  only used when the information IS NEEDED in the sentence. 



 
                  (who = NS)   ______V______   

1. Barak Obama, who was interviewed in 1996, mentioned he might go 

into politics. (use commas: adjective clause information NOT NEEDED to 
know who mentioned) 
 
        (use whom: there is       NS          for Verb)      

2. Barak Obama, whom reporters interviewed in 1996, mentioned he 

might go into politics. (use commas: adjective clause information NOT 
NEEDED to know who mentioned) 
 
 
3. The politician who was interviewed in 1996 mentioned he might go 
into politics. (NO commas: adjective clause information IS NEEDED to 
understand which politician – the one interviewed in 1996) 
 
4. The interview that Barak Obama gave in 1996 mentioned he might go 
into politics. (NO commas: adjective clause information IS NEEDED to 
understand which interview – the one Obama gave in 1996) 
 

5. The 1996 interview, which he gave, mentioned Barak Obama might go 

into politics. (use commas: adjective clause information NOT NEEDED to 
understand which interview – we know it was the one in 1996) 
 

6. Barak Obama, who was interviewed in 1996, mentioned he might go 

into politics. 
 
 
 
There are many ways to join two sentences: 



Barak Obama was interviewed in 1996; he mentioned he might go into 

politics. (use semicolon between two sentences) 
 
Barak Obama mentioned he might go into politics in an interview in 1996. 
 

When Barak Obama was interviewed in 1996, he mentioned he might go 

into politics. (use SC word – note: if SC at beginning, use comma) 
 

Barak Obama was interviewed in 1996, and he mentioned he might go 

into politics. (use FANBOYS – note: if NS+V after FANBOYS, use comma) 
 

Barak Obama was interviewed in 1996; in fact, he mentioned he might 

go into politics. (use transition – note: stop sign ends previous sentence, 
use comma after transistion) 
 
YOUR PRACTICE: 

1. Write a sentence using a FANBOY. 
2. Use a Transition/Transitional Phrase. 
3. Write a sentence using a Subordinating Conjunction. 
 
 

Jaime, the senior office clerk, is trying to improve the payroll system.  
He is the senior office clerk. 
This old textbook, Writing in the Workplace, has some useful exercises. The textbook is Writing in the Workplace. 
 
 
My friend, Martin Guerrero, is going to Hawaii for three weeks. My friend is Martin Guerrero. 


