
    Directed Learning Activity 

    RUN-ON and COMMA SPLICE 
 

OBJECTIVE: Although our ideas may be insightful, even brilliant, flaws in grammar may make those ideas difficult to 

understand. Developing grammar, sentence structure, and mechanics skills will allow us to communicate ideas clearly 

and effectively.  These skills are essential in academic and business writing. Run-on sentences and comma splices can 

confuse our readers and make our writing less powerful or persuasive. However, these errors are easily corrected. The 

objective of this Directed Learning Activity (DLA) is to train you to spot and then correct run-on sentences and comma 

splices in your written work. 

ACTIVITIES: This DLA provides a PowerPoint tutorial on run-on sentences and comma splices, explanations of 

effective ways to identify these errors, and interactive quizzes offering immediate practice and feedback on how well 
you understand the concepts presented. The last activity requires you to think about what you have learned and explain 
the concepts in your own words.  
 
Student: _________________________________________________ 

Instructor: ________________________________________________ 

Request: ___Student needs run-on sentence and comma splice review and exercises._ 

The tutor will help you access the websites and answer questions during and after each activity. The tutor will initial 
each when the activity is completed. If you are working independently, you can initial each. 
 

______  1. Go to http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/ppt/run-ons.pps*  and watch the PowerPoint. 

______  2. Go to http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/runons.htm* Read about run-ons & comma splices.  

______  3. Go to http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/nova/nova4.htm* and take the quiz. 

______  4. Go to http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/nova/nova3.htm* and take the quiz. 

______  5. Go to http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/runons_quiz.htm* and take the quiz. 

 
Evaluation: Why did you write run-on sentences and/or comma splices in your work? How will you avoid writing these? 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
On the next page, summarize what you have learned about recognizing and fixing run-ons and comma splices.  
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Provide an example of a run-on sentence and explain how to correct it. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Provide an example of a comma splice and explain how to correct it. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Return this form to your instructor to sign, and keep a copy in your notes. Before you begin your written work, review 
these activities. When you have finished writing, check your work for run-on sentences and comma splices. 
 

Student’s signature: _________________________________________________________               Date: _________ 

Instructor’s signature: _______________________________________________________                Date: _________ 

 

 

Developed by Marie Zaiens for the Title V HSI English Success Center at Los Angeles Mission College.   

Many thanks for the dedicated work of Dr. Charles Darling.  

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/imoDarling.htm

