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Lincoln and Douglass: Struggle between Freedom and Slavery  

During the Civil War era, their there existed many factions seeking to dramatically change 

America. Remarkable speakers spread they're their ideas through oratory and thrilled their 

audiences through powerful speeches that appealed to both emotion and logic. Frederick 

Douglass, a black American, fought for black civil rights through compelling speeches like 

“What to the slave is the Fourth of July?” In The speech it depicted the terrors of slavery in 

graphic detail. Abraham Lincoln, on the other hand, spoke peacefully and optimistically 

during his Second Inaugural Address to demonstrate his desire for peace and reconciliation 

with the Confederate states. Both speakers captivated their audiences through compelling 

diction, tone, and argumentative methods to win them over and gain there their support. 

Lincoln’s sole desire before during and after the Civil War was to maintain national 

unity. This was his job as president, and the entire reason for fighting the Civil War. During 

his Second Inaugural Address, Lincoln reaffirmed the purpose of the war through choice 

diction. Lincoln In his speech, Lincoln he stated that the South would "make war rather than 

let the nation survive,” and though he “deprecated war,” he would accept it “rather than let the 

nation perish.” Furthermore, during the course of the war, Lincoln freed all the slaves with his 

Emancipation Proclamation. in order to weaken the South. However, he did not want the 

American people to think that he had altered the original objective of the war:. preserving the 

Union. In order to demonize slavery, and gain support for destroying it, Lincoln described 

slavery as a “peculiar and powerful interest.”  

There are numerous errors throughout this paper. As a 
tutor, you will need to locate and fix all the errors in your 
copy before you meet with the student to work on the 
paper together. Be ready to explain to the student the 
reasons for your corrections.  
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Lincoln persuaded Americans that slavery was the cause of there their problems.  and 

the nation’s Northern and Southern sectional differences. Furthermore, Lincoln made an effort 

to unite hisself himself with his audience. He addressed the nation, Northerners and 

Southerners alike, with the words “Fellow-countrymen” to make himself socially equal with 

his audience. This removed the typical formalities between president and citizen, and allowed 

him to speak to the Americans at a more personal level. Like Lincoln’s diction, his tone 

conveyed harmony reconciliation and unyielding unity. Lincoln encouraged peaceful 

Reconstruction “with malice toward none; with charity for all, with firmness in the right.” 

Throughout his speech, he remained positive, and hopeful for the future. Lincoln calmed and 

reassured the Americans that the nation’s wounds would eventually heal and peace would 

once again return to the United States. He isolated no one and reached out to everyone in his 

audience,. Furthermore, Lincoln used appeal to emotion as a means to reach out to his 

audience, and unify the nation. His subjective arguments stirred up his audience’s religious 

zeal. Lincoln stated, “The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether” to support 

the almost-certain victory of the North. This pleased Northerners. B because it justified the 

ethics of the war and cleared any lingering doubts in they’re their consciences.  

 Lincoln also drew on his audiences’ compassion for human suffering in order to 

further justify the war. Lincoln used the imagery of a slave being lashed, with a whip to touch 

his audiences’ emotions, and make them empathize with the slaves dire situation. Finally, he 

made numerous allusions to the Bible and God, in order to stir up religious excitement and 

fervor. Through the skilled use of diction, tone, and appeal to emotion in his Second Inaugural 

Address, Lincoln gained enough support from the American citizens to win the Civil War, 

and successfully reunite the Union. 
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