
Name:                                        Date:           Fragments, Run-Ons, Comma-Splices

Correct each of the following run-on and comma-splice sentences.  Rewrite the corrected sentence(s) 
in the space provided.

1. I lost my brother’s catcher’s mitt he’s going to be angry.  

___________________________________________________________________________

2. I like the Tolkien books, next, I will read the whole trilogy.  

___________________________________________________________________________

3. Tracy Austin is a good tennis player, she doesn’t win every game, though.  

___________________________________________________________________________

4. I go to bed at 10:00 otherwise I can’t get up in the morning.  

___________________________________________________________________________

5. Jerry is in the hospital let’s visit him.  

___________________________________________________________________________

6. We named out dog Toto, that’s the name of the dog in The Wizard of Oz.  

___________________________________________________________________________

7. I can’t find my math book I’ll have to clean out my locker.  

__________________________________________________________________________

8. Tom Seaver was traded, I was surprised.  

__________________________________________________________________________

9. My driver’s license was revoked I can’t drive to the game.  

__________________________________________________________________________

10.Julie has a full-time job, she’ll have to go to night school. 

__________________________________________________________________________

Write a comma splice error of your own and then correct it:
CS:

Correction:



Write “CS” in the blank beside each comma splice and “RO” in the blank beside each run-on 
sentence. Then, correct the errors. Some sentences are correct.  Mark these as “C.”

1. _____During rush hour the streets are full of bicycles, the buses travel slowly to avoid hitting them.  

2. _____Jennifer and Tony were high school students they quit school and got married.  

3. _____The night before my driver’s test I couldn’t eat or sleep, I was in a stupor.  

4. _____In the past the computer could not do as many things as it can today.  

5. _____Don’t hesitate call the police if you see something suspicious.  

6. _____The lake was frozen over, some boys were playing hockey.  

7. _____Children with permissive parents seem to be wild and crazy.  

8. _____The street was covered by snow, the driving was dangerous. 

9. _____Time is money therefore our time is limited.  

10. _____Technology has not solved our problems, instead it has created new ones.  

11. _____ Technology has not solved our problems instead it has created new ones.

12. _____There are hundreds of newspapers online, with all this variety there is still something missing.  

13. _____We are still good friends, we don’t go to the same school anymore, but we still get together.  

14. _____In law class we study about people’s rights, the richer the people are the more rights they have.  

15. _____Children with permissive parents seem to be wild and crazy.  

16. _____I have four roommates, some roommates are messy, others are too neat to live with. 

17. _____Driving a car makes people lazy, when they have a vehicle they no longer walk anywhere.  

18. _____Our cedar hedge had been flattened there were tire marks across our lawn.  

19. _____The clock was ticking away with two minutes left in the game we were on our own five-yard line.  

20. _____Imagine you are working for a strict and stingy boss, would you work diligently for this person?  

Sentences vs. Fragments: Some of the sentences below are complete, but some are 
sentence fragments. Mark “S” on the blank after the complete sentences and “F” after the fragments.

Example:  The grass, which had grown tall.  _F__

1. Kathy was studying for her test.  ___

2. Through the breezeway and into the garage.  ___

3. Threw the newspaper onto the ground.  ___

4. The water was warmed by the sun.  ___

5. The symphony, which the orchestra played.  ___



Some of the items below are fragments, and some are run-ons.  Rewrite, forming complete and  correct 
sentences.

Example: Since he was so hungry. He stopped for dinner.  
Correction: Since he was so hungry, he stopped for dinner.

1. The dog came into our yard.  Through the bushes.  
______________________________________________________________________

2. Dad needs a haircut, he will go to the barber on First Street.  
______________________________________________________________________

3. The most expensive hotel in Boston.  
______________________________________________________________________

4. The gas tank was full.  Ready for the trip.  
______________________________________________________________________

5. The children played together, their parents chatted.  
______________________________________________________________________

Correct the following paragraph.

This kind of treatment is not limited to poultry, pigs are now also being reared in cages inside sheds.  These 

animals are comparable to dogs in intelligence, and they need a varied, stimulating environment if they are not 

to suffer from stress and boredom.  Any who kept a dog in the way in which pigs are frequently kept would be 

liable to prosecution, in England at least, because our interest in exploiting pigs is greater than our interest in 

exploiting dogs, we object to cruelty to dogs while consuming the produce of cruelty to pigs.  Of the other 

animals, the condition of veal calves is perhaps worst of all, these animals are so closely confined that they 

cannot even turn around or get up and lie down freely.  In this way, they do not develop unpalatable muscle, 

they are also made anaemic and kept short of roughage, to keep their flesh pale, since white veal fetches a 

higher price, as a result they develop a craving for iron and roughage, and have been observed to gnaw wood 

off the sides of their stalls, they lick greedily at any rusty hinge that is within reach.  (from Peter Singer, “All 

Animals are Equal”, slightly modified).


